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THE ARMENIANS 


The majority of Armenians in the San Francisco colony who have 
come to San Francisco within the past 30 years, are one of the city's 


cohesive groups. 


Most of San Francisco's Armenians were business people of 
eastern Europe and Asia Minor, and therefore many of them prefer 
their homeland's inherited trade, namely, the eS business. The min- 
ority of them have their own stores, while—the~ ieee have a rug 


department in some of the larger stores. 


Members of the Armenian colony patronize mostly the "Aravah", 


@ restaurant at Fourth and Howard Streets. 


The religious national holiday "The Feast of St. Vartan,"is 
solemnly celebrated by them each May, and on this occasion they wear 
their native costumes. The women wear bloomers and dark bodices 
folded across their breasts, their hair in braids with handkerchiefs 
over their heads. The men's costumes consist of loose turkish 


trousers, collarless coats, and the red fez. 


At the close of the celebration, they sing in chorus the song 


of freedom, called "Fatherland." ‘ a 
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Their monthly newspaper "Dziadzan" meaning The Rainbow, has 


@ circulation of approximately 1,900. 


The Armenian congregation of the church "Gregorian" meets 
every two weeks in the Greek Church on Valencia Street. There are 


also some Protestant Armenians, who hold services at Mission Y.M.C.A, 


There are several branches in San Francisco of National Armenian 
organizations; among them, the Armenian Benevolent General Union, 
the Armenian Progressive Society, the Armenian Brotherhood, and a 


"Wierisin organization connected with charitable institutions in 


America. 
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Antoinette Jackson 


THE ARMENIANS OF SAN FRANCISCO 


The Armenians have sailed the seas to make their home here. 
With them they have brought the fantasy of palms and white-shored 


blue bays ,of arid steppes and the flocks of nomadic tribes. 


Men and women whose ancestors have crossed the shadow of 
the Pyramids, who have left their ashes in the ghats of the Holy 
Mother Ganges, or worshiped in the scintilating vaths of Bangkok, 
now shak to unravel the thread of existence in their gathering 
places in San Francisco's streets , 
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Sahak Anushian} whose name has become Isaec Sweet by that 


i 


ll 


subtle metempsychosis of American naturalization, knows all about 
sultans, harems, the splendor of the seraglio, and of course, its 


beauteous inmates. Of the latter only by hearsay. 


It would heve been more than his life was worth to have 
taken even the tiniest peek into their gilded prison while he worked 
for the Sultan of Turkey in the Imperial Palace at Constantinople, 


33 years ago. 
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To-day Sahak Anmushian sits quietly smoking his hubble bubble 
in San Francisco's Armenian gathering place, Cairo, on Fourth street, 
while his partners, Hadji Merjanian and Harutun Marsbedonius serve 
him with choice nesr-Hastern delicacies. Lucullus and Marcus, the 

Zepioureans, at their best could hardly have excelled in culinary 


delicacy. 


Sarma, for instence. Delicious! It is composed of vine 
leaves from Greece, wrapped around minced lamb, cracked wheat, 
parsley, and spices. Or again, shish kebab; which sound like 
@ sneeze but isn't. Shish kebab - but stripe of tender matton 
grilled over charcoal and served piping hot, impaled on a silver 
spear. Or maybe a dish of havidad - boiled chicken grilled - 
and its side dish of tatoun cucumber stuffed with rice, cracked 


wheat, saffron, peppers, and tomatoes. 


oy 
Many Armenians, here. Sen Francisco, with its seething 


population, is redolent with the odor of musk and spices of far 

lands. And thus, while we sit with Sahak Amshian, sipping from ~ 
1 

tiny cups of viscidby sweet, aromatic Turkish coffee, we learn 


something of his Armenian compatriots in California 


"This city alone has several thousand Armenians," he said. 
"Quite a few arrived here with little or no funds, glad to be in 
a free land, safe from the persecutions of the Near Bast. But 
they aren't afraid of wrk, and eventually become good substantial 


American citizens." 
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But Armenian food is unlike the food of any other country. 
It is natural therefore, that Armenians should congregate where 
they can indulge in foods which remind them of their former home. 
And, of course, where they can smoke the hubbleg; bubble, or nar- 
ghileh es they call it, its crenelated upper bowl of burnished 
copper ledenef with choice, suave Bosmian tobacco, topped with 
red-hot charcoal. The smoke filters through water in the lower 
bowl, while the smoker draws at en ivory mouthpiece with sinuous 
brightly threaded coils. In a room Gt the San Francisco's 
Armenian gathering place,’ Cairo," Armenians play their favorite 
national games. A small coffee booth dispensé endless cups of 
Turkish coffee. The narghilehs bubble an eternal leit motif to 
the soft sibilant Armenian language and the clicking of Tavloo 


boards. 


Tavloo is a game similar to backgammon, which has now in- 
vaded society in both the Old and New Worlds. It originated, 
however, in the Near East many centuries ere it came to Europe. 

For hours the patrons of the coffee room throw the dice and click 
the disks on the tavloo board. Ever and anon a snap of the fingers 
the only sign of exaltation or annoyance as the vagaries of the 


game fluctuate. 


In another corner a group of men ruffle a deck of 36 cards 
in the game of Scambell. The omnipresent cups of steaming Turkish 
coffee rattle precariously as each player, at the conclusion of 


the game, snaps his cards in rapid succession before him. 
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The coffee room also supplies that delicious confection rahat 
lackoum or Turkish delight, as it is more commonly known. It has 
been said of rahat (leckoum) that its flavor brings to the palate 
the fragrance of beautiful flowers, is reminiscent of tinkling 
fountains in silk-bowered harems and that the exquisite romanticism 
of Arabian Nights' dreams are concealed with the sweet's pellucid 


rose pink and emerald depths. 


And while they nibble on rahat (lackoum), and hear Sahak 
Anushian discourse on intimate life in the Sultan of Turkey's pal- 
ace, the must perforce reflect on the glamorous bypeths and by- 


ways of San Francisco. 


Sahak Anushisn sits drawing blue smoke from his narghileh- 
his eyes still grow somewhat misty as he reminisces over his far 


away Armenia. 
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National Minorities | ) CARL WILHELNSON 


ARMENIANS IN SAN FRANCISCO 


The peentan migration to San Francisco began about 
thirty years ago and consisted of 3 or 4 families; since then 
the Armenians population has increased to about 1500. These 
are mostly farmers from the San Joaquin Valley, many of whom 


have acquired trades or businesses since arrival. 


There are very few unmarried Armenians here, as one of 
the Armenian characteristics is to marry and establish home 


life. 


In San Franciseo there are three Armenian churches; the 
Armenian Apostolic, (the Old Orthodex Catholic) the Armenian 
Congregational, and the Armenian Presbyterian Church, all of 


which conduct services and Sunday school classes regularly. 


The younger generetion has. largely adopted the English 
language. They heve entered diversified fields, and one finds 
in the professional field, - consulting English attorneys, 
doctors, dentists, druggists and nurses; among craftsmen there 
are florists, cabinet-makers, rug merchants,(domestic and-orte 
Oriental) tailors, shoemakers, grocers, candy-makers, barbers, 


restaurantmen, and electrical and mechanical engineers. 


are “mach older. 


mis ig only the pride of an insular nevpse to desire to 
hold up their heads with It baltans and English and their aver- 
sion to being considered Aree because of the Englishman’ s 
din. 


lack of ability to steoriniate “foreigners, Not that they are 
arabie but they Speak arabie = d nkcicsettond Arabic cf a very 


1) oe aneient kind. 


From ihe results of various physiological tests, there: 


Bs is evidence that the Haltese are a comparatively pure race and 


not, as is commonly thought, 2 medley of various races. The 

island has been @ Golony of the dasa bs tare the Romans, the 

Arabs, the Sicilians; of the Horaans, of the Knichts of Malta 
and now of Great Britain, but it is doubtful whether the 


{gland was much more than « depot for the purpose of trade. 


There is en old Maltese legend which tells of the 


; “samedi Palestine Ped Joshua about Be ve i585, of a ‘tribe 


mtttytos: ‘who wandered from their le lekaat home in Syria through 


“North africa and thence - Malte. There is a legend current 
oe Tunis that the Maitese are from that place; it sutinen ae 
| atest they may have made their embarkation, and this theory 
ce “would also account for the. use of the ae Haltese Gialect in 


ae : certain — in North Africa. 


i _ ‘There is a , legend among the people of bxerri on Mt. Lebanon : 
which maintains that the lial tese came henee, and the people of 
| ‘Algiers call the Maltese Syrians, and have a tradition that both 
Wiis | fled from the tast together. Around the Gigantia the country of 
folk still believe that a golden calf is sagas someuhere in the 
: rains; and on the whole it is very difficuit ‘to get away from 
this idea of some kind of Sastern connection; much of the folx- 
lore Aotnoherates it. Fatine Mari, an authority on Maltese 
“fiklors refers to the eonnion use of the personal names Carmelo, 
Carmela, as showing a connection with the country of Ht. Carmel, 
and he also holds that the very usual Guages and piece mame <- 


Sage attara is derived from Astarte,. 


Berar: of a 
swe  camact uaz vess folklore ‘there aro frequent references 
“te people “riding to Malta" whieh way bs. evidence that Nolte 


was once o connected by land with Arion si course it is a well 
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fhe Armenians forma auall community in this Ketropolis, 
numbering about seven hundred people in all. They have vari- 
ous orgenizations with small memberships, which ere’ asfeliews; 
“Wigmeatan oop pam a » “Heg" { the aim of which is 
to aia armenia) hrmenian Orphen Society, and a few others. 
There are also two Protestant Churches ani one Apostolic or 
Gregorian Church. ife shall speak of these later. 
The “Armenian General Benevolent Union" is one of the 
best ami the oldest organizations. i& was organized in 1900 
in Cairo, Eeypt, by a very wealthy and prominent man, Boghos 
Nubar Pasha, in sooperation with Yervant Aghoton sey, ir. Kor- 
adoungiean and Er. Yahan Healezian. Several years ago they had 
a large campaign when all the members contributed generousig 
As’baz sume of money. With this a town was erected in Armenia 
for the refugees and that was called “Nmbarashen" in honor of 
the founder, Nubar Pasha, who contributed hal’ of the amount 
himself. ar 
A&® present, the center of this orgenization is in Faris, 
France, ure there are many Armenianse it has branches where- 
ever there is a large community. in all the prominent cities 
and towns of the United States we find branches of this union 
and its representatives. 
In 1520 when a branch of this Union was organized here in 
San Prancisco, it Md a membership of Nfty people, men ani wo- 
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men, but now it has dropped to twenty. ‘Thej# headquarters 

for America was in #oston at first, but now it is transferred 
to New York titye ‘hey hve no dlub so they hold their mneet- 
ings in some member's house once & month. their trustees are 
composed of a president, a vice ;resident, a secretary and a 
treasurers fone of these trustees receives salarys. ‘they 
serve voluntarily for one year and then new trustees are elect- 
a4, or oftentimes some members of the former trustees are re- 
elected to serve for another years As they have no organized 
club, their address is changed each time a new secretary has 
been elected, sinee he omesme receives all correspondence at 
his opsker address. 

Their object is to support and educate the orphans and, 
therefore, all the membership dues, which ere three dollars a 
year, ana all the profits from social entertainments, bazears, ©! 
balls, oet., given for its benefit, are sent through the cen- 
tral comaintise in New york to the principal trustees in Paris. 
This ie used for the orphans and the nscedy Armenian immigrants 
in Greece, Syria, france, Bel mn States and elsewhere. Several 
rug merchants and other business men in New York, Soston, Phi- 
ladel phie, Chicago, Los /ngeles and San rraneiseo are donating 


lergs sums of money every year for the mene, oF thi qutonatve 
29150 afte 


national organizatio. ‘Some people have 
Smer thousands of dollars to this organizatime. 
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There are schools, orphanages, poonssaien seeorten 
end-_so-ferth established end supported in the name of this 
reliable, trustworthy organization. 1% has done much good 
for the Armenian people everywhere, especislly during the 
‘war, end after the ware were it not for the help given by 
this organization, the condition of the refugees would be 
WOrsee 

Tately, several times, thousands of poor homeless Are 
menians have been transported from Greece, i paieg France 
am Bulgeria to Armenia where hon®and work es being given 
theme All this philanthropic activity has bem possible 
through the unique cooperation of ite representatives and 
ite individual members. 


| Acie samyrter at be ota wt | ro tab 

aie lass ae Ft. a “otis de, eee 
~14 eusLaund soy. shananese stelle: Aeieeete ell pes. 
COaeET (ALTE .ShoreD wort bevuGMRON seed oved saakanm 
nevis pled a dion Sae@aid onedy wtteeeh of etuapten foun 


Aidianoy med esd yey thes atevettnatiae iat St Pa ol 
baa eevis so s92e950% aak _— rok 


fare 
. 
» 
yey wee sf - 
rs 2 
4 _. 
3) 
Pee 
PA Me “he 
- “> 
2 : 
* art ¥ ve 
i : 
~~ at ot ‘i > a aa res 
. Re WES ce Py. see 
ol z ie 
“ 
rn >. oe 
ze . or # ral 
x 5 
on - - im 
a” Vitis, te el bat 
- ; 
ane 


The Armenians form a sgnall community in this Metropolis, 
numbering about seven hundred people in all. ‘hey have vari- 
ous organizations with small memberships , which are as follows; 
tarmenian General Benevolent Union", "Hog", the aim of which is 
to aid Armenia, Armenian Orphan Society, and a few others. 
There are also two frotestant Churches and one Apostolic or 
Gregorian Church. We shall speak of these later. 

fhe "Armenian General Benevolent Union" is one of the 
best and the oldest organizations. It was organized in 1900 
in Cairo, Egypt, by a very wealthy and prominent man, Boghos 
Nubar Pasha, in cooperation with Yervant Aghoton sey, tir. Nor- 
adoungian and iir. Vahan iialezian. Several years ago they had 
a large campaign when all the members contributed generously 
big sums of money. With this a town was erected in Armenia 
for the refugees and that was called "Nubarashen" in honor of 
the founder, Nubar Pasha, who contributed half of the amount 
himself. 

At present, the center of this organization is in Paris, 
France, where there are many Armenians. it has Braccnck where- 
ever there is a large community. in all the prominent cities 
and towns of the United States we find branches of this union 
and its representatives. 

In 1920 when a@ braneh of this Union was organized here in 


San Francisco, it had a membership of fifty people, men and wo- 
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men, but now it has dropped to twenty. ‘their headquarters 
for America was in soston at first, but now it is transferred 
to New york Uity. they have no club so they hold their meet- 
ings in some member's house once a month. ‘their trustees are 
composed of a president, a vice president, a secretary and a 
treasurer. one of these trustees receives salary... ‘hey 
serve voluntarily for one year and then new trustees are elect- 
ed, or oftentimes some members of the former trustees are re- 
‘glected to serve for another year. As they have no organized 
club, their address is changed each time a new secretary has 
been elected, since he or she receives all correspondence at 
‘his or her address. 

Their object is to support and educate the orphans and, 
therefore, all the membership dues, which are three dollars a 
year, and all the profits from social entertainments, bazaars, 
balls, etc., given for its benefit, are sent through the cen- 
tral comminttee in New york to the petnel eat trustees in Paris. 
This is used for the orphans and the needy Armenian immigrants 
in Greece, Syria, France, Balkan States and elsewhere. Several 
rug merchants and other business men in New York, Boston, Phi- 
ladelphia, Uhicago, Los Angeles and San rrancisco are donating 
large sums of money every year for the cause of this extensive 


national organization. Some people have made their wills leav- 


ing thousands of dollars to this organization. 
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There are schools, orphanages, hospitals, nurseries, 
and so forth established and supported in the name of this 
reliable, trustworthy organization. It has done much good 
for the Armenian people everywhere, especially during the 
war, and after the war. Were it not for the help given by 
this organization, the condition of the refugees would be 
worse. 

Lately, several times, thousands of poor homeless Ar- 
menians have been transported from Greece, Syria, France 
and Bulgaria to Armenia where home and work is being given 
them. All this philanthropic activity has been possible 


through the unique cooperation of its representatives and 


its individual members. 
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He was born of Armenian parents. His father was a 
wealthy contractor of government supplies. He had a Turk 
for a partner, and together they furnished supplies to the 
Turkish government. For many years they got along well, 
prospering in their business. Armenia was under Turkish 
rule, and their religions differed, the Armenians being 
Christians and the Turks Mohammedans. This caused much 

the Tutksfotmed 

discord between the two races #9) a@ plot wes—fermed-to rid 
themselves of their rivals. miles this time the father of 
this man became ill and soon afterward died. The father's 
brother was put in charge of their interests, but not being 
the businessman his brother was, it soon told on the busi- 
ness. Later, a fire was started in their place of business 
and all the books and records were burned. The Turk then 
Claimed the business, and the brother, not having the re- 
cords to prove his claim in court, was deprived of the bu-~ 
siness. 

Not long after this, their remaining money being 
spent, this helpless family had to shift fa themselves 
independently, ome going one way and one easerett This 
boy } while yet very young , went to Constantinople ey later sé- 
pasted job carrying luggage for the guests in a large ho- 
tel. He was able to do this and go to school also. Con- 
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stantinople being a city of many lenguages, he soon found 
that he was handicapped, so he immediately began mingling 
as meh as possible with the guests to learn what he cold 
of the different languages. In this way he learned gui te 
a little Prench and bits of other languages. 

While he was still in school, war broke out and he, 
along with many of the other students, was called to go 
and fight for furkey. He made up his mind that he would 
not ficht for a country that took away everything his fami- 
ly had and left them destitute, so with the fimancial aid 
of a friend he had made at the hotel, he was able to buy 
his way aboard a boat bound for America. 

He landed in New York without a cent in his pocket. 
In New York, he found Armenians who knew, or knew of, his 
father, so he was able to obtain enough money from them to 
bring him, $0 California. He came to San Francisco and 
mingled with the Armenians there, and soon found a job wash- 
ing pots and pans in one of the large hotelse This new job 
he despised very much. By chance one day Ba UT a hin 
singing. It seems that he had a good voice and this -lady “/' 
encouraged him to have his voice trained. He told her that 
he didn't have the money for that and AL despised the 
work he was doing. She told him she would see what she 
could do for him and asked if he were willing to leave San 
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Franeisco ani go to another state. To this he eet eS 
anda little later this woman sent him the money to pay 
for his fare to Nebraska. 

After he arrived in Nebraska, she secured him a job 
as elevator boy in one of the buildings there an@ also ar- 
ranged for him to take vocal lessons. Being in a town 
where there were no Armenians he was able to learn our lan- 
guage quite rapidly so things went quite smoothly for about 
& year or more, but being exposed to the danmmess and cold 
in the building where he worked he contracted a throat ail- 
ment and throught this his voeal cords were impeired. This 
was the end of his singing career. 

Not liking the climate or being discontented $0 Fun an 
eleyator he decided to leave Nebraska ani come back to Cali- 
fornia where he liked the climate. He finally became en- 
gaged in the farming business in Fresno, and then came the 
war. He thought it his duty, and also he had the desire to 
repay the country which had been so good to him in many ways, 
so he joined the army and remained in it for two years. Af- 
ter being discharged he came back to Fresno and engaged in 
the farming business once more. He did quite well for some 
time until the price of raisins went down, that—being—the... 

n.wWhiich-he-was-engaged. After strugg- 
ling along for a while he went broke, so he left Fresno and 
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came to Oakland without a cent. He wasn't in Oakland long, 
however, before he secured a job in a fruit and vegetable 
market. A little later on, with the financial aid of a 
friend he had mde here he went into the fruit and vegetable 
business for himself. Within a year he had built the busi- 
ness up and accumulated quite a little money. 

One day a beautiful young French aes came into his 
market and purchased a few vegetables. They were sort—of 
attracted to each other immediately. This young jady came 
in every day or so and purchased something, and it wasn't 
long before they were on very friendly terms. She by this 
time had told him that she was a widow and had a little 
ehild to support, yet she had a good position in some down- 
town office. This man, although his vocal career had end- 
ed, was still fond of the opera and on every occasion that 
he could, he weuké-attendé(.One day this young Pee Laelia in 
his store and he asked her if she would care to go the 
opera with him. ‘She replied that she would be delighted 
and seemed to be greatly interested in his favorite amuse- 
ment, so he secured two tickets and they went to the opera. 
After they went out together several times he became very 
jnfatuated with this girl: | she appeared so saintly ,and=<all. 
Thinking it about time to be mrried, he asked this young 
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After this things were different. She quit her job 
in the downtown office, they moved into a forty dollar a 
month apartment, and put her baby in a home to be cared for, 
which cost him an additional thirty dollars a month. what 
with buying new clothes for herseifand fancy things to 
eat it wasn't long until his bankroll began to diminish. 
Soon after this he would go home and find she had been en- 
tertaining her tviene and liquor would be all over the 
place. After about a year of this he had lost not only his 
money but his business alse. After it was too late he be- 
gan to look for a way out, so on the advice of a banker 
friend of his and an attormey he finally succeeded in ob- 
taining a divorce. He then found himself penniless again, 
also greatly in debt because of the purchases his wife had 
made unknown to him. 

After this last ordeal and having lost se many times 
he was ina terrible state of mina ani found himself deli- 
berating whether he should commit suicide, Leavs town, =r 
whaty when finally the realization came to him that he must 
not give up, but mst fight it out himself. 

Not long after this, however, good luck came his way 
again. A quite wealthy market owner became very ill and 
could not comsd—met continue with the management of his 
market, so his business agent came to this man and offered 
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Sern Ne Riled San eee ee cepeinent od TK meatich oe 0 
percentage basia. He accepted, not having anything better 
to do, amd the first year he saved over eleven hundred dol- 
lars. Just a little later he resigned and went into busi-+- 
ness again, this time with a pwrtner. Together with what 
money he and his partner had ani what they were able to bor- 
row from the bank they parchased @ complete mrket, build- 
ing and all, with living quarters in the building. Im this 
new business they did very well, having their living quar- 
ters along with the business and renting a part of the build- 
ing for a furniture store. 

One day. when in San Francisco, he called on an Arme- 
nian family with a friend of his ani was introduced to a 
beautiful girl of his own race. After & long conversation 
with the family he discovered that this girl's brother had 
gone to school with him in Armenia. This newly found friend- 
ship continued for some time and finally he asked this girl 
to be his wife. Marrying an Armenian girl, however, is 
quite different from the ordinary marriage. Several hun- 
dred dollars are required for the wedding ceremony and he 
found himself quite pinched for money dus to heavy payments 
that had to be made on the new business and the amg hane, 
they had purchased. After talking with his banker, this. 
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icy was arranged and he was now married again, this time to a 
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girl of his own race, and they had a beautiful wedding. 
Soon after this they settled down to business again. 

About two years later he dought out his partner and 
he has the sole ownership of the business now. He and his 
wife have a beautiful little boy about two years old and 
| they are all very happy together. The depression nas made 
things bad for them as for most everybody else, but he 
thinks there ere better days ahead, so both he and his wife 
try to look on the bright side of life until that time comes. 
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He wae born of Armenian parents. His father was a 
wealthy contractor of government supplies. He had a Turk 
for ea partner, and together they furnished supplies to the 
furkieh government. For many yoars they got along well, 
prospering in their business. Armenia wis under Turkish 
rule, and their religions differed, the Armenians being 


Chrietians ani the Turks seal Sol hbad his @auged mach 
the ks Topmed i 
Giscord between the tye races sa a. tee—Seeee’, to cid 


themselves of their rivals. melt this time the father of 
this man became i111 an@ soon afterward died. The father's 
brother was pot in charge of their interests, but not being 
the businessman. his brother was, i$ soon told om the busi- 
ness. iator, a fire was started in their place of business 
and all the books and records were burned. The Turk then 
Claimed the business, ani the brother, not having the re- 
cords to prove his claim in court, was deprived of the tu- 
siness. ! 

Not long after this, their remaining money being 
spent, this helpless family had to shift fa themselves 
independently, ome going oue way and one another. This 
boy while yet very youmg went to Constantinople, U4 ae se- 
curing a job carrying luggge for the guests a & larg? ho- 
tel. He was able to @o this aml go to school also. Ccon- 
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stentinople being a eity of many lenguages, he soon found 
that he was handicapped, go he immediately began mingling 
@S omech as possibie with the guests to learn what he emld 
of the ditferent languages» In thie way he learned quite 
@ little trench and bits of other languages. 

While he was still in school, war broke out and he, 
Glong with many of the other students, was called to go 
and fight for Turkey. He made up hie mind thet he would 
not fight for a coumbtry that took away everything his fami- 
iy and left them destitute, so with the financial aid 
of a iviend he had made et the hotel, he was able to buy 
his way aboaré a boat bound for America. 

He landed in New York without a cent im hie pocket. 

In Hew York, he found Armenians who knew, or knew of, his 
father, so he was able to obtain enough money from then to 
bring nai do California. He came to San Prancisco and 
mingled with the Armenians there, and soon found a job wash- 
ing pots and pans in one of the large hotels. This new job 
he Geapised very much. By chance one day meh ‘heard hin 
singing. It seems that he had a good voice and this tady “00 
encouraged hia to have his voice trained. He told her that 
he €@idu't have the money for that and Dhue despised the 
work he was Going. ‘She told him she wold see what she 
eculd do for him ani asked if he were willing to leave San 
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Franciseo ani go to another state. To this he 


and a little later this woman sent him the money to pay 
for his fare to Nebraska. 

After he arrived in Nebraska, she secured him a job 
as elevator boy in one of the Waildings there and also ar- 
ranged for him to take vocal lessons. Being in a town 
where there were no Armenians he was able to learn our lan- 
guage quite rapidly so things went quite smoothly for about 
@& year or more, but being exposed to the danjmess ani cold 
in the building where he worked he contracted a throat ail- 
ment and throught this his vocal cords were impsired. This 
was the eni of his singing career. 

Not Liking the climate or being discontented to run an 
elevator he decided to leave Nebrask ani come back to Cali- 
fornia where he liked the climate. He fimally became en- 
gaged in the farming business in Fresno, and then came the 
ware He thought it his duty, and algo he had the desire to 
repay the country wiich had been se good to him in many ways, 
so he joined the army and remained in it for two years. Af- 
ter being discharged he came back to Fresno and engaged in 
the farming business once more. He did quite well for some 
time until the price of raisins wmt down, thet-being-the— 
prineipal vusiness~in-wrieh-he-was-ongaged.. After strugg- 
ling along for a while he went broke, so he left Fresno and 
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came to Oakland without a cent. He wasn't in Caklani long, 
however, before he secured a job in a fruit and vegetable 
market. A little iater on, with the financial aid of a 
friend he had ade here he went into the fruit and vegetable 
business for himself. Within a year he had built the busi- 


ness up and accummila ted quite a little nny 
NO a 


One day a beautiful young french came into his 
market end purchased a few vegetables. They were sort of 
\ (AA AAA 
attracted to each other imuediately. This young : came 


in every day or so and purchased something, and it wasn't 
long before they were on very friendly terms. She by this 
time had told him that she was a widow and had a little 
ehiid to support, yet she ha@ a good position in some dowm- 
towm office. This man, although his vocal career had end- 
ed, was stili fond of the opera and on every occasion that 
ne Gunbteshtrenritenttennd ont Rextttnpeue seer chaste 
his store and he asked her if she would care to go the 
epera with him. She replied that she would be delighted 
and seemed to be greatly interested in his favorite amuse- 
ment, so he secured two tickets and they went to the opera. 
After they went out ar INE Ps times he became very 
infatuated with this gris she appeared so saintly, end—eidc 
Thinking it about time te be mrried, he asked this young 


Wit ea ie 
beady to be his wife ani she accepted. 
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After this things were different. She quit hex job 
in the downtown office, they moved into a forty dollar a 
month apartment, and put her baby in a home to be cared for, 
which cost him an additional thirty dollars a month. what 
with buying new clothes for hersei¢ and fancy things to 
eat it wasn't long until his bankroll began to diminish. 
Seen after this he would go home and find she had been en- 
tertaining her friends and liquor would be all over the 
place. After about a year of thie he had lost not only his 
money but his business also. After it was too late he be- 
gan to look for a way oul, so om the advice of a banker 
friend of his and an attormey he finally sueceeded in ob- 
taining a divorce. He then found himself penniless again, 
also greatly in debt because of the purchases his wife had 
made unknown to him. 

After this last ordeal and having lost se many times 
he was ina terrible state of mind ani found himself deli- 
berating vhether he should comalt guichdey leave tom, 
whet, vhen finally the realization came to him that he must 
not give up, but mst fight it out himself. 

lot long after this, however, good luek came his way 
again. A quite wealthy market owner became very il11 and 
could not eould-net- continue with the management of his 
market, so his business agent came to this man and offered 
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him the fruit and vegetable department of taht enation on & 
percentage basis. He accepted, not having anything better 
to do, ani thes first year he saved over eleven hundred dol- 
lars. Just a little later he resigned and went into busi- 
ness again, this time with a partner. Together with what 
money he and his yortner had ani what they were able to bor- 
row from the bank they purchased a complete mrket, build- 
ing and all, with living querters in the building. In this 
new business they did very well, having their living qur- 
ters along with the business ani renting a part of the build- 
ing for a furniture store. 

One day, when in San Franeises, he ealled on an Arme- 
nian family with a friend of his ani was introduced to a 
beautiful girl of his own race. After a long conversation 
with the family he discovered that this girl's brother had 
gone to school with him in Armenia. This newly founda friend- 
Ship continued for some time and finally he asked this girl 
to be his wife. Marrying an Armenian girl, however, is 
quite different from the ordinary marriage. Several hun- 
dred dollars are required for the wedding ceremony and he 
found himself quite pinched for money due to heavy. payments 
that had to be made on the new business ani the building 
they Ind purchased. After talking with his banker, is Money 

Wier was arranged and he was now marrieé again, this time to a 
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girl of his own race, ani they had a beautiful wedding. 
Seon after this they settled down to business again. 

About two years later he bought out his partner and 
he has the sole owmership of the business now. Hs and his 
wife have a beautiful little boy about two years old and 
they are all very happy together. The dewession has made 
things bad for them as for most everybody else, but he 
thinks there ere better days ahead, so both he and his wife 
tey to look on the bright side of life until tmt time comes. 
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Kk was a native of Armenia, but finding conditions op- 
pressive there due to the political overlordship of the Turks, 
his father helped him to emigrate to the United States where 
he arrived in 1890. 

X had some knowledge of English as he had gone to an Ame- 
rican school in Armenia. He lived in Massachusetts, working 
at various times in Bosten and the surrounding tows in veri- 
ous manufacturing plants. In due time, by persistence, he ac- 
quired a job as a foreman. In Massachusetts he resided with 
menbers of his own race, with relatives of his family, as the 
tie of family and race was strog. He also wanted the compan- 
ionship ef menbers of his own race who could speak his own 
language, who recalled familiar seenes and customs of his 
youth. After he had been in the united States for about eight 
years, he returned to Armenia, as a citizen of the United 
States, to find a wife. 

He was married and stayed in Armenia for a time. He re- 


turned to the United States with difficulty as the furkish of- 


Gidut want t= Allow 
ficials discouraged emigration and, the departure of an Armen- 


ian, even though he was a citizen of the United States. After 
his return to America he sent fa his wife who was enabled to 


leave by the efforts of the United States consul, since she 
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was also an American citizen. fhe family lived in lassachu- 
setts until 1907 and then moved to New Yorks They did not 
dike the life of a city, however, and decided to move to a 
part of the country that was more like their native land. 
They were undecided whether to move to Florida or te Califor- 
hia, mt finally decided to move to Fresno, California as 
there already was formed.a large colony of Armenians there. 

fhe family went to Freano about 1908 and resided with a 
kinsman. The father want to work on a farm as a laborer. He 
saved his money and soon. purchased e farm for himself. In the 
course of time, the family was increased by the addition of 
five children who helped work on the farm during the summer and 
went to school the resi of the years 

While X was living m the farm he associated with mem- 
bers of his own race; there were family gatherings, meetings, 
and picnics held by their own societies and clubs. He spoke, 
read, and wrote English well, having completed his knowledge 
of the language eat night school while living in the Hast. 
He subscribed to the local Armenian papers »preierring to read 
them to the English PORTS Ae he was more cuhemmahad in the 
affairs of his own race and their activities,as-a_whole. 

puring the War a boom occurred in land. Like his neigh- 
bors he increased his acreage by placing a mortgage on his 


lands land values dropped after the post-war deflation and 
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there was a corresponding drop in the prices received by 
farmers for their crops. finally, the mortgage was fore- 
Glosed on the farm and he moved to Fresno and rented a home 
in the part of the city where the Armenians were concentrat- 
ei. He purchased a small grocery store with what money he 
had left, and managed to support his family in this way. 

poring hig residence in the city he was occupied with 
his stores In his leisure moments he took care of a gar- 
den in the rear of his home in which he raised vegetables. 
His social life was taken care of by visits to fellow Ar- 
menians, attendance at the Orthodox Armenian church, and 
Club meetings and other activities. He still reads the 
Armenian papers. 

At this time there was a resentment in Fresno against 
the presence of the Armenians, due to the fact that the Ar- 
menians were farmers and land owners, and had acquired much 
of the farming area. They did not become laborers in the 
fields or work in town, for as a rule they preferred being 
independint and being their own bosses. This antagonism 
was directed against them as a class and not against any- 
one individually. 

In his social and business dealings with the other 
members of the community X Gid not encounter any of this 


antagonism directed against him personally. He has been 
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on cordial relations with his customers and with his friends. 
However, his children, who went to school, encountered this 
antagonism because they were members of the race. This anta- 
gonism was resented by his children ani physical combats re- 
sulted when their antagonists became aggressive. 

However, this race feeling has reached its peak and now 
has started to decline. Since the decline has started, it has 
proceeded very fast, so that it amy be asserted that it has 
practically disappeared. One possible reason may be the de- 
parture of so many Armenians from the farms and from Fresno 
to the metropolitan areas of San Francisco and Los Angeles. 

As X has never felt the force of the antagonism directed 
against his race, he tas-seldom discusseg it. What the other 
membexs of the community thought did uot concern him.as he 
had his own sphere of interests which was not affected. The 
only ones who were positively affected were his children, and 
they have moved away to the large cities, to Los Angeles and 
$0 San Francisco. ‘{Yhey have asked him to move and to live in 
one of the large Gitics, but he prefers to live among his 


friends and kinusmen, many of whom he knew in Armenia, although éac/ 


his interests are in the United States where he prefers to re- 
main. 
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XK was a tative of Armenia, but finding conditions op- 
pressive there due to the political overlordship of the Turks, 
his father helped him to emigrate to the United “tates where 
he arrived in 1690. 

X had some knowledge of English as he had gone to an Amee 
rican shoo] in Armenia. He lived in taesachusetis, working 
at various tines in Boston and the surrounding towmms in veri- 
ous manufacturing plants. In due time, by persistence, he ac- 
quired a job as a foremin. In Massachusetts he resided with 
nenbers of his own race, with relatives of his femily, as the 
tie of family and race was eirmg.e He also wanted the compan- 
jenship of menbers of his owm race who could speak his own 
language, who recalled familiar scenes and customs of his 
youth. After ke had been in the United States for about eight 
years, he returned to Armenia, as a citizen of the United 
States, to find a wife. 

He was married and stayed in srmenia for a time. He re- 
turned to the United States with difficulty as the Turkish of- 

didut Want to aflous 
ficials discouraged emigration and ,the aderarture of an Armnen- 
ian, even though he was a citizen of the United States. After 
his return to America he sent fa@ his wife who was enabled to 


leave by the efforts of the United States consul, singe she 
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was also an American citizen. ‘the family lived in assachu- 
setts until 1907 and then moved to New Yorke They did not 
dixe the life of a city, however, and decided to move to a 
‘part of the country that was more like their native lande 
They were undecided whether to move to Florida or to Califor- 
nla, tut finally decided to move to Fresno, California as 
there already was formed a large colony of Armenians there. 

The family went te resno about 1908 and resided with a 
kinsman.e The father wont to work on a farm as a laborer. He 
saved his money ami soon purchased a farm for himself. in the 
course of time, the femily was increased by the addition of 
five children who helped work on the farm during the summer ana 
went to school the rest of the years 

While X was living om the farm he associated with mese 
bers of his own race; there were family gatherings, meetings, 
and picnics held by their owm societies and clubse He spoke, 
read, and wrote English well, having completed his knowledge 
of the language at night school while living in the feast. 
He subscribed to the local Armenian papers |, preferring to read 
| them to the English papers ag he was more interested in the 
affaires of his own race and their activities, ae—a—whole. 

varying the Yar a boom occurred in land. Like his neigh- 
bors ,he inereased his acreage by placing a mortgage on his 
land. land values dropped after the post-war deflation and 
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there was a corresponding drop in the prices received by 
farmers for their cropse Finally, the morigage was fore- 
Closed on the farm and he moved to Freano and rented a hone 
in the part of the city where the Armenians were conc 
ei.6 He purchased a small grocery store with wWiat money he 
head left, and managed to support his family in this way. 

During hie residence in the cliy he was occupied with 
his store. In his jieisurs moments he took care of a gar- 
den in the rear of his hone in which he raised vegetables. 
His secial lite was taken care of by visits to fellow Ar~ 
menians, attendance at the Orthodox Araénian church, and 
Glub meetings and cther activities. He siill reads the 
Ammenian paporge 

At this time there was a resenuiment in Fresno against 
the presenec of the Armenians, due to the fact that the Ar~ 
menians were farmers aml land owners, and kad acquired much — 
of the farming area. They did not become Jaborers in the 
‘fields or work in town, for as @ rule they preferred being 
independant and being their own bosses. ‘his antagonism 
was directed against them as a class and not agaiust any- 
oue individually. 

In his social and business cedlings with the other 
members of the community X did uot exucounter any of this 
antagonism directed against him persomallyse He has been 
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on cordial relations with his customers and with his friends. 
However, his Ghildren, who went te school, encountered this 
entagonian because they were members of the race. This anta- 
gonism was resented by his children eni physical combats re- 
sulted when their antagonista became aggressive. 

However, this race feeling has reached its peak and now 
has started to deGline. Since the decline has started, it has 
proceeded. very fast, so that it aay be asserted that it has 
practically disappeared. One possible reason may be the de- 
parture of so many Armenians from the farms and from Fresno 
to the metropolitan areas of San Pranglaco and Los Angeles. 

As i bas never felt the force of the antagonism directed 
against his race, he hes seldom discusse§ it. What the other 
members of the commmnity thought did not concern him as he 
had his own sphere of interests which was not affected. ‘The 
only ones who were positively affected were his children, and 
they have moved away to the large cities, to Los Angeles and 
$0 San Francisco. They have asked him to move and to live in 
ong of the large cities, but he prefers to live among his 
friends and kinsmen, many of whom he knew in Armenia, altheugh 14 
his interests are in the United States where ihe prefers to re- 
mei th. 


atas white incr sa sandr otha 
ox -stnlaie Int teylg ina sonithe ald yd Dednadir enw madeiy 
. «eriovergge onsced stalnogetna shed made bedios 

roa Qaa touz ott bodoses oat gatieet euet aid saerawal mies 
i @2 ,beersde cat entived odf Sonte oak ivob of heduede sad 
and $2 #o8t beesoass od yas #2 tadé om ytent quov DeteeeeaE 
as dastasdectqnenieareconter? sataaopenrbenns. 
eo fegnd Got han ces lose mat to unos diet toqouten a ee 
ioetlh metnogedae ot Ye cox’ om *het over wat Fa > 
mido add 2 ont it) Qeeausats mobseo ext et peome Sid Fardaga 
‘ed ea sist wesedee dus Al’ ¢tgmedd yéktitemoo ede Jo eeedate ~ 
v3 resets tou sar cold atpenetct te wiedge Mew Sit Bas 
1a ,mothiido elt evow hedvetts yfovidiecq sw oir ven gine 
iid OwLogt Gal os ,Seltio epral eid o¢ yeus boyom ovat iyelld 
t ewit of Bae even Of whi duisa eval wat sosehonaxt aa3 of 
eid guom- orl of gteteny td tod wooltte oysal emf Io ano 

settia ,sinvots at wend ed mode lo yaen ,newelt bee efaeret 
+ oe-oraene ‘ak waht Stag Sekine he ee 
¥ Jae sat Fer ; ~~ doneiteke wig gael 


ee 


Pee 


F. was born of middle-class parents in Baiburt, Armenia, 
@ fairly large sized towm in Turkey south of Trebizonde Her 
father was a rug-weaver, and followed his father's trade. Her 
mother was the daughter of a middle-class trader. She had no 
brothers or sisterse Her parents are now dead, but they came 
to this country with her in 1908, landing in New York city 
and going to Salt Lake City where they had friends. later 
they moved to San Francisco where she lives now. Here she met 
her husbami and mrricd. Her husband was a Greek, engaged in 
various jobs in orchestrage He now plays in a coffee-shop.in 
the Greek section of the city. 

P.remembers her life in Armenia very vividly, especially 
the fear of her family and the vitieger? ect! the furks. They 
lived in the tom, in a house with a high wall, outside of 
waich they could not go unless accompanied. Her father was 
faexly well off, and made very excellent rugs. This was the 
principle industry of the tow, besides farming and sheep- 
raisinge She remembers ths kind of life they led there well. 
They were able to have ei SRS IT some work them-+ 
selves. They lived with her father's peronte, aise in the 
rug business; all worked on rugs, had hired cooksand laborers. 
They Lived on rice, boiled meats, many vegetables, dairy pro« 


ducts, especially goats’ milk, fruit, oils and fats, olives, 
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rye and brown breads. 

Her family flied to this country for fear of massacre in 
1908. Many other Armenians did likewise, coming over ina 
groups Her father neglected the rug-weaving trade when he 
came to this country, and engaged in rough laboring work 
and gardening in Salt lake City. Her mother worked also, 

As to her present status, F and her husband are only in 
fair circumstances. ‘She sings in the orchestra in which he 
plays.« She is also a hostess and sits and talks. with the 
guests. They have evidently had a hard time recently. 

FP was brought up to speak Armenian; she reads it fairly 
Well but is rapidly forgetting ae husband spea kts only 
Greek and English, she has learned Greek, but speaks it only 
with fair success; she does not read it, She was educated 
but little, is unfamiliar with Greek customs, and history, 
though living in a Greek district. She has had no training 
in singing, but sings the old songs of her people and those 
of the Greeks’ that she has learned. 

In her customs and attitudes, she is a mixture. She re- 
members Armenia well, but has no great love for ite She pre- 
fers this country; it is much "safer" HL and one lives much 
more comfortably, with better food and other necessities. She 
is very much interested in American customs and yet content to 


remain Greek-American. 
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She dresses in the current American manner, yet wears 
Greek jewelry, eats Greek food, and retains many of her hus- 
band's people's customs. 

She has had a hard time in the depression and resents 
it, with a certain tolerance mixed with fears 

She has a certain dislike for Turks; yet knows Turkish 
music, songs, and food habits. 
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¥e was born of middle-class parents in Baiburt, Armenia, 
a fairly large sized tow in Turkey south of Trebizonise Her 
father ms a rug-weaver, and followed his father's trade. Her 
mother was the daughter of « middle-class trader. ‘She had no 
brothers or sisters. Her parents are now dead, but they came 
to this country with her in 1908, landing in New York city 
ani going to Salt Lake City where they had friends. iater 
they moved to San Francisco where she lives nowe Here she met 
her husbani and omrried. Her husband was a Greek, engaged in 
various jobs in orchestras. He now plays in a coffee-shop in 
the Greek section of the city. 

F remenbers her Life in Armenia very vividly, especially 
the fear of her family ont, tk: wAdngeas ten the Turks. They 
lived in the tow, in @ house with a high wall, outside of 
which they coulé not go unless accompanied. Her father was 
etiSay well off, and omde very excellent rugs. This was the 
principle industry of the town, besides farming and sheep- 
reisings She remenbers the Kind of iife they led there well. 
they were able to have ihiitleeete sad baci slid some work theme 
selves. They lived with her father's parent's, also in the 


rug Dusiness; all worked on rugs, md hired coozSand ilaborer®. 
They lived on rice, boiled meats, oany vegetables, dairy pro- 


ducts, eapecially goats’ milk, fruit, cile and fats, olives, 
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rye and brow breadas 

Her family fled to this country for fear of mcsacre in 
1903. Many other Armenians did likewise, coming over in a 
Stoupe Hex Inther neglected the rugeveaving trade when he 
cane to this country, and engaged in rough laboring work 
and gardening in Salt lake Citys Her mother worked alses 

AS to her present status, F and her husband ere only in 
fair circaumetences. She sings in the orchestra in which he 
Playse She is also a hosteas and sites end talks with the 
guests. They have evidently had a hard time recently. 

FP was brought up to speak Ampgnlan; she reads it fairly 
woll but is wapidly forgetting 2 ber husband speakjze only 
Greek and Cnglish, she has jearned Greek, but speaks 1% only 
with fair suegess; she does not read it. She was educated 
but Little, is unfamiliar with Greek cestous, and history, 
though living in a Greek districts ‘She has had uo training 
in singing, but sings the old songs of her pecple end these 
ef the Greeks’ that she has learned. 

in her customs and attitudes, she ic 2 mixtjuree She re- 
members Armenia well, bul hae no greet love for ite She pre- 
fers this cowry; it is mash "safer* EP and one lives much 
nore comfortably, with better food and other necescitiess. ‘She 
is very much interested in American aistoms and yet content to 
remin Geo Ameri Care 


a - hate . xs, Se a . " 
. ‘pes, a ew 7 
‘ a] a) “A } 7 : o : 
rh ‘5 a > bs ’ oy 4 ‘ 
% 
- 4 
: 


9 7 co : 


et ass obae8 gulvamngun Old Setooigen watta-eeil saa 
Syow galwdel duos ad depagan Dan gan. othe 92 4ano 
at viso exs ucdam! ued Ane % gacdote sasment Ml OF Mb ss. 
ool doluw at seteodeTo ot at wcle eft steonatqnomate shee 
ed? Af2u aint fou witha das aeotend # cake 8h ofl sayats 
»eltomocs ents trate Oad yldapitve ovat xed? staan 
ate FE abews win whalagyd canes ef a detywort som, — 
Seo SAX ooqa isdemt cot», 32 qubttegm? UiMlger ab dod Skew 
yiuo 22 ateege det tees? Dewzaet ant ete ~totigad Aas geod 
tevoauie mar edi 424 Stet dem segh ete geunneus, ghak Aear 
AWietelt ik ,eoodese Koes Spbe qasfrewbanml alesse sed 
puller ox Det gat eft odvleintd downd « ah patedl dgnodt - 
ceod? dam elgoog se Se egnoa fle sid agate dad gputante ah 
op Renae eat ode badd Seteeed atte to 

oc O18 Journ 2 ch oda cohsitdts daw metas wed ot. 


ony Ot att rol evel doery we act dad Lion alaamas Aegan il 


tog: gevlt 2a0 baa T2T “reten" deem el $2 gyrdavon altt omeh 
~ «Se lfhowseen ssdto ss to ed an 


She dresses in the current American aanner, yet wears 
Greek jevelry, cate Greek food, and retains many of her huse 
band*s people's custom « 

She has had a bard time in the depression and resents 
it, with as certain tolerance mixed with fears 

She has @ certain dislike for furke; yeéi kuows Swrkish 
magic, songs, and food havitee 
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He was a member of a very rich Armenian family. His fa- 
ther, who operated a combimtion supply station aud general 
store, was a very well known person in their home town. 

| His father wes very well educated, and had made a study 
of the arts as a hobby, taking special regard of those re- 
lated to colors and designs ant patterns. sbeing very weal- 
thy he insisted on the best of instructors for his children. 

His earlier training consisted of designing and weaving. 
tater on he attended a private school where his education was 
considerably enlarged. He received two major distinctions in 
school. He was always at the head of the glass in history and 
language, and received most punishment as the worst behaved 
boy in school. He was the recognized ring leader of any sort 
of off~color pranks that were execguied. His only salvation 
was the fact that he made excellent grades in school. He al- 
so Gonfessed that he had always possessed a straightforward 
attitude of tne "George Washington Cherry Tree" type that en- 
deared him to the heart of ali his instructors. 

The more important elements of his knowledge were impart- 
ed by his mother, who, to him, seemed to possess all the steri- 
ing qualities that are possible in me person. Her attitude, 
differing from most mothers, was that her children were not 


necessarily superior because they were hers. Rather they were 
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made to do things better, be a little smarter than the neigh- 
bor's bscause they were hers. 

Two days a week the servants were dismissed so the chil- 
dren could perform the chores. "One must be able to serve as 
well as be served,” she insisted. She was very just in her 
punishment bet very severe if the ease warranted ite 

At the age of nine his work in weaving was so ouistand- 
ing that corte Gost gue were accepted and woven into rugs by 
the rug makers. This was quite a distinction. 

A short time later his father died, the eldest son taking 
over the business and support of the family. fhis evidently 
eaused a disruption of family life because he shortly left 
home and began to wander. He covered a great portion of Eu- 
rope, working as he went, eating whenever he worked. 

He came to the United States at the age of fifteen. Af- 
tex having various jobs, he obtained a position at a ranch re- 
sort in New Mexico. The resoré was located at an altitude of 
11,000 feet and had the only Climate superior to Berkeley that 
ne REE ever encouteret. “the job, which took from twelve te 
fourteen hours a day, was for room and board. The work was 
@ mamel labor, varying from milking cows to washing dishes. 
Before very long he excelied in both. After spending about 
fifteen months there he felt he had gained sufficient know- 
ledge of the language and Sen tens y TH further his schooling. 
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He quit, refusing his empicyer’s proffered offer to help him 
through college, and went to Pasadena. 

He worked his way through high echool by doing of4 jobs. 
Imring 1906-7, his senior year, he found conditions very bad. 
He was unable to get wark at fifteen cents an hour. That de- 
pression, according to him, was nearly es bad aes the one in 
29. After graduation he came to the University of California. 
Working as a salesman, he was able to eam enough to pay his 
way through. History presented an especial interest to him 
and he was one of the founders of the Cosmopolitan Clube His 
‘lest year, he started, along with his studying, a snall rug 
establishment. He had a great business head but did not par- 
ticularly cere for the rug business. 

He received his degree in political science and continued 
4m his business. Berkeley, itself, rather than any great love 
for his business, kept him here. 

Some time later he met and married a young girl of Scott- 
ish origine ‘They have a ten year old son, who worships his 
"daddy." His wife, however, is not well trained in the bring- 
ing up of a youngster so he finds it necessary to exert his 
‘mother’s training in an effort to guide his son. From all in- 
dications he is quite sure that the results are extremely good. 
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He was a member of a very rich Armenian familye His fa- 
ther, whe opersted a combimtion supply station and general 
store, Was a very well known person in their home towne 

His father was very well educated, and had made a study 
of the arts as a nobby, teking special regard of those re- 
lated to colors and designs ani patterns. Seing very weal- 
thy he insisted on the best of instructors for his children. 

His earlier training consisted of designing and weaving. 
Tater on he attended a private echool where his education was 
Gonsiderably enlarged. He received two major distinctions in 
school. He was always at the head of the Glass in history ani 
Tinguage, ani vetelvet most puntwhnent a0 the worst Behaves 
‘boy in school. He wes the recognized ring leader of any sort 
of off-color pranks that were executed. His only salvation 
was the fact that he made excellent grades in school. le al- 
so confessed thet he nd always possessed a straightforward 
attitude of the "George Washington Cherry Tree" type that en- 
deared him to the heart of all his instructors. 

The more important elements of his knowledge were impart- 
ed by his mother, who, to him, seemed to possess all the sterl- 
ing qualities that are possible in oie person. er attitude, 
differing from most mothers, was that her children were not 
necessarily superior because they were hers. Rather they were 
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made to do thinge better, be a little smarter than the neigh- 
bor's because they were herse 

fwo days a week the servants were dismissed so the chil- 
dren could perform the chorese “One must be able to serve as 
well as be served," she insisted. ‘She was very just in her 
punishment bat very severe if the case warranted ite 

A%& the age or mine his work in weaving was so outstand- 
ing that certain designs were accepted and woven into rugs by 
the rug makers. ‘This was quite a distinction. in 

A short time later his father died, the eldest son taking 
over the business and support of the family. This evidently 
caused a disruption of family life because he shortly left 
hone and began to wander. He covered a great portion of cue 
rope, working as he went, eating whenever he worked. 

He came to the United States at the age of fifteen. Af- 
ter heaving various jobs, he obteined « position at a ranch re- 
sort in New Mexicoe The resort was located at an altitude of 
11,000 fest and had the only Climate superior to Berkeley that 
he mie ever encountered. ‘The job, which took from twelve to 
fourteen hours « day, was for room and board. The work was 
& tamual labor, varying from milking cows fo washing dishes. 
Before very long he excelled in both. After spending about 
fifteen months there he felt he had gained sufficlent know- 
ledge of the language and customs, to further his schooling. 


ics aio tide es aaa ea 
 evnee ot efte of Seam ono” eomds oaf awitteeg itor mon 
od BE Set qe0v Caw Oat -hedateat site", Seveew o¢ ga Ifow 
of2 Daduewnae ona ett 32 Gxengs (at tat Seana 
Itadedso on ew gatynow m2 dzow add ecke Fits 
| mat ofa coven bas bedqecta emir tag te 1 casera cuk wie 
| vain siakzah 6 tae GaP ae senttom gor edt 
‘dad moe teehte ett ,dolh codéat eit setal omits #rese’ a 
i Yo coli Gaemy 2 bobevoo’ wil sm sau haw end 
belnte et wedenie Ytted eee Gt aah 

ti .mer LEY 20 Oye ade ta woeeet detha ear ee 3 
r donot @ $9 moltieog # bemkatds ef sadot’ ete | A 
> phutie le ce te Sodzect asw dtpeed edt. »edkxel WOT at tt00 
(2 yelodtet od wobrque etantlh yino of Bat Ban #68 O00, LE 
of evlowt sot doo? dole ,dot wir” . berbaaweoem teva 
ouw wiow edt stewed bas aoe 20 ea «gd atin nett 


aa oa te 
oh ee peer 


He quit, refusing his employer's proffered offer to help him 
through college, and went to Pasadena. 

He worked his way through high sshool by doing odd jobs. 
Daring 1906-7, his senior year, he found conditions very bad. 
He was umable to get wark at fifteen cents an hour. That de- 
pression, according to him, was nearly as bed as the one in 
"29. After graduation he came to the University of California. 
Working as a salesman, he was able to earn enough to pay his 
way through. History presented an especial interest to him 
and he was one of the founders of the Cosmopolitan Clube His 
last year, he started, along with his studying, a small rug 
establishment. He had a great business head but did not par- 
ticularly cere for the mg business. 

He received his degree in politieal science and continued 
in hie business. Berkeley, iteslf, rather than any great love 
for his business, kept him heres 

Some time iater he met an@ married a young girl of Scott- 
ish origin. ‘They have a ten year old son, who worships his 
"@addy." His wife, however, is not well trained in the bring- 
ing up of a youngster se he finds it necessary to exert his 
mother’s training in an effort to guide his son. From all in- 
dications he is quite sure that the results are extremely good. 
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An Armenian, thirty-sight years old, came to California 
when he was seventeen. His father was 2 merchant in Armenia 
ami quite wealthy. He had a brother in California and think- 
ing it would be a good experience for his son, sent him here 
for a visit to learn the ways of this country. ‘this boy be- 
came very interested in his new life from the start, and 
helped on his uncle's ranch near Fresno, California. He work- 
ed on his uncle's deen 3oal about two years. About this time 
the Stone and ‘iebster Construction Company had contracted for 
a big project in the mowntains east of Fresno, which was la- 
ter to be known as the San Joaquin Light and Power Company. 

This project eaused the people to be quite excited in 
this section, and wages to be peid were quite high so many of 
the younger men left their jobs on the farms and in the city 
to work on the new project. | 

fhis young Armenian thought it wmild be a good experience 
for him, and he was also attracted by the wages. He found the 
new work interesting, and remained with the comjany until the 
project was almost finished. During this time, he saved most 
of his money with the ides of buying a farm in the San Joaquin 
valley. After leaving his job he returned to his uncle's ranch 
and worked with him for about two years getting more experience 


with farm life. At this time he decided to buy a ranch and 
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with his uncle's assistance bought a forty acre tract of 
land. He worked his land mt without earning very much un- 
til right after prohibition started in this country. Then 
grape growing for raisins became a very enterprising proposi- 
tion so he immediately put his land into grepes. for two 

or three years he did very well in the raisin business, com- 
pletec paying for his ranch, and saved about sixty thousand 
dollars. He oarried an Armenian woman who had come to this 
country when she was only two years old, and then had a baby 
daughters 

| So far this Armenian had done very well in this country 
and could look forward to building up a good-sized fortune. 
He purchased another good-sized piece of iand, preying down a 
substantial payment and mortgeging the land he already owned, 
and from here on things did not go so smoothly for him. ‘he 
market became flooded with raisins, and a raisin association 
was formed. ‘the officers of this association were peid enor} 
mous salaries and ofcourse these hed to come out of the growe 
ers’ earnings, and it wasn't long before the growers found 
themselves pinched to pay the interest at the banks on new 
land they had purchased, and urable to pay enything on the 
principle. ‘this caused discontent and meny tried to jull a- 
way from the associations 


The associatio wanted these large salaries continued so 
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they adopted strong-arm methois to keep the growers in the 
association. One night fifty cars drove into his place and 


aud 
surrounded his nose, 2tey far until after two in the morning. 


All this time they demanded that he sign the contract to re- 
join the association. 

On another occasion, this Armenian was taken by these 
ruffians, hired by the association, in their car toa river. 
His wife and other friends followed in otner cars. He was 
tied by a rope under his arms and dropped from a bridge in- 
to the water ami at intervals was held up above the water 
‘el asked if he would now sign the contract presented by the 
association. After several duckings he consented to sign. 
This Armenian's neighbor,a widow with children, refused to 
Sign the association contract and one night these same hired 
ruffians poured coal oil or gasoline in a space two or three 
feet wide a few feet from the house but completely surround- 
ing it there lighted it with a mtch and allowed the biaze 
%o surround the house. this widow asked the sheriff's office 
for help, but was told they could do nothing about it unless 
she would sign the association's contract. 

Not long after this, there being little @ no mrket for 
raisins, this Armenian was unable to my interest on his land, 
so his ranch was taken over by the bank. He came to Oakland 
where he had a brother, who assisted him in opening a little 
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fruit and vegetable store in Piedmont. Here he earned a liv- 
ing for his wife and daughter for about a year, when one by 
one three chain store branches ware established in the same 
neighborhood. it wasn’t log after that he had to close the 
fruit store since he was not being able to compete. 

The result was this men was thrown on to charity and has 
remained on it since. 

His father and mother were killed in Armenia by the turks 
in 1915. All their property was confiscated and he was unable 
to receive any help from that source. 

This man has become an American citizen and adheres to 
his religion. 

About two months ago this man's wife gave birth to a ba- 


by boy and two hours later ray - He is now left with a daugh- 


ter ten years o1d on his hands, al. 80 his infant son, and while 


he is still terribly upset over the loss of his wife, he is 
doing his best to carry one 
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4m Armenian, thirty-eight years old, came to California 


~ xs 
* when he was seventeen. His father was © serchant in Armenia 


ami quite wealthy. He had a brother in vualifornia and thinke 


ing 1% would be a good experience for his son, sent him here 


fora visit to learn the ways of this country. This boy be- 
came very interested in his new life from the start, and 
helped on his uncle's ranch near fresno, California. He work- 
6a on his uncis‘s sent Soe about two yearse About this time 
the Stone and ‘jebeter Construction Company had contracted for 
a big project in the mountains east of Fresno, which was la- 
ter to be mown as the San Joaquin Light and Power Company. 
fhis project caused the people to te quite excited in 

this section, and wages to be poid were quite high so many of 
the younger men left their jobs om the farms and in the city 


-$o work on the new project. 


This young Armenian thought it wald be a good experience 
for hin, int he was also attracted by the wages. He found the 
now work interesting, and remained with the company until the 
project was almost Mnishede During this tims, he saved most 
of his money with the ides of buying « farm in the San Joaquin 
valley. After leaving his job he returned to his uncle's ranch 
and worked with him fa@ about two years getting more experience 


with farm life. At this tim he decided to buy « ranch and 
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with his uncle's assistance bought a forty acre tract of 
land. He warked his land mt without earning very much un- 
til right after prohibition started in this country. Then 
grape growing for raisins became a very enterprising proposi- 
tion so he immediately put his land into grapes. ror two 

or three years he did very well in the raisin business, com- 
pleted yaying for his ranch, and saved about sixty thousand 
dollars. He married an Armenian women whe had come to this 
country when she was only two yesrs old, and then had a baby 
daughter « 

Se far this Armenian had done very well in this sountry 
and could look forward to building up a good-sized fortune. 
He purchased another good=ained piece of ia nd jpey ing gown & 
substantial peyment end mortgaging the land he already owned, 
and from here on things did not go so smoothly for him. the 
market became flooded with raisins, ani a raisin association 
was formed. the officers of this association were paid enor 
mous salaries and ofcourse these hed to come out of the grow- 
ers’ earnings, and it wasn’t long before the grovers found 
themselves pinched t yey the interest at the banks on new 
lend they had parehased, ani ureble to py any thing om the 
principles ‘this caused discontent and meny tried to pull a- 
way from the associations 


The associatim wented these large salaries continued so 
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in Mesopotamia, Asia Minor, in the state of Aleppo, 
there is an ancient town called Ourfa. The fields of Ha- 
ran, which ‘46 menti oned in the Bible, are only a few miles 
away « 

There is a castle hill, with two huge pillars, which 
rise above a clear lake on one VO called “Father Abra- 


Oak ds 3 A 
ham's Lake" with plenty of fish. The town has three gates. 


It is aie in a fruitful valley, surrounded by orchards 
and vineyards. The houses are built with big blocks of 
stone, cut in rectangular shape. Most of them have flat 
roofs, where during the hot summer months people sleep in 
portable wooden beds in order to be safe from snakes, scor- 
pions and centipedes. ‘The sky is blue and clear most of 
the time, especially at night, and numerous stars are vi- 
Sible. There are many mosques with minarets and about 
twenty-five Turkish baths. 

The population, which consisted of Turks, Armenians, 
Jews and Assyrians numbered about forty thousand in the 
latter part of the ninetesnth century. This town had be- 
come the capitol of Armenia..wkigewes during the reign 
of King Apkar, who lived in the time of Christ. The ruins 
of his palace are still seen outside the town. A few in- 
teresting legends are connected with him. 


After the Turks conquered Armenia in the year 1453 A.D. 
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tras making the inhabitants their subjects, thex,lost their 


national freedom completely. In some schools the Turkish 
language was taught with the mother tongue. But in some 
other places, the people were forced to speak only the Tur- 
kish language, so that they should forget their mother 
tongue. It is said that, in some places, the Turks had cut 
off the tongues of Armenians vho dared speak their own lan- 
SUAS « | 

In the latter part of the nineteenth century, there 
was a community of peaceful Armenians living in Ourfa oecu- 
pied with various trades. No one thought of migrating be- 
"cause they were aqubantess Only merchants used to go to 
Aleppo, Damascus, Ba Bagiad, ett~ or some wokkieye to Jerusa- 
lem as pilgrims. There were no trains then, and people 
used to travel on horse back. 7s st places the roads 
were rough and stony, so it wouit—take people five days to 
go to Aleppo. 

At that time there lived a young Armenian, called #3 
Haroutune Abrahamian who came from a well known family. His 
brother was a doctar. He was interested in chemistry. By 
studying at home, he was able to go Constantinople, and he 
finished his course in six months. 

After receiving his diploma, he came back home where 
he had left his young wife, Takouhie, and one daughter. He 
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established a drug store in Ourfa.e In a very short time he 
became a well known, successful pharmicist. In the course 
of years he had another daughter ani two sons. He was at 
the height of his fame when the biow fell. 

During that time, Sultan Hamid, a cruel king reigned in 
Turkeys He took pleasure in mssacring the Christian people, 
especially the Armenians, who. were progressive. He is likened 
to Nero of the Roman Empire for his atrocities. He proclaimed 
that there should be a wholesale massacre of all Armenians 
throughout Turkey» Without any case, the Turks,massacred the 


ya tn a ae 


Armenians with the help of Kurds and arated. A> 

Ghet—uas ‘in Decenbér, 1895. 

The massacre lasted twenty-four hours. They killed every 
man and boy over 12 years of ages They pillaged the homes 
and the stores, burning most of them. The great Armenian 
church, where people had rushed for safety, was burnt down with 
thousands of women and children in it. 

Ofcourse, they killed the well knowm people first. fhis 
nan, 2. Abrahamian, was massacred too, with prayer on his 
lips» 

Suffering f ollowed 

fhe survivors, consisting mostly of women and children, 
were left without food md shelter. 


{here was an American missionary, Miss Shattuck, who 
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Game to the rescue. She helped the people in every way. She 
had great influence over the Turks. The missimeries-woutt (| 
@o arouné-with. hats, instead of-weemime a headdress and veil 
as was the custom then. The,furks calied them "Shapkalis," 
which means wearing hat, seuthey were afraid of them. 

Miss Shattuck organized feem among the WOH y who could 
read and write, a group of Bible-iiomen.s fhey got instructions 
from her to work among the people, to teash, to comfort and 
help them in every way. 

Mre Haroutune's wife, Takouhie, became the head of all 
the Bible-Women. She used to preach to hundreds of destitute 
people. Being a good dressmaker as well, she used to sew in 
her spare tined—ta-4ia-mappeoiee was able ¢o make ae living. 

viss Shattuck founded an American orphanage, where about 
two hundred children were sheltered. Sesides that, there was 
a German orphanage where were sheltered two hundred girls and 
one hundred boyse Yhe Germans established a rug factory where 
many women worked. 

Mrs. Takouhie's eldest daughter got married. Her other 
daughter, Victoria, and son, Armen, were placed in the orphan- 
age» 

About six years after, the American lission in Smyrna, 
needed a Bible-Woman to work in the surrounding towns and vil- 


lages. Miss Shattuck called Irs. Takouhie and told her about 
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the new position. She hesitated at first, because 1t was 
hard for her to part from her children, mother, and close 
réelativese 

Miss Shattuck was like a prophettess. She said, "Don't 
ask anyone's opinion, don't look behind, it will be better 
for your children and youe" So lirs. Takouhie consented and 
was sent to Smyma, teking along her youngest son, Josephs 

Juzt a year after she departed, her married daughter 
died in Ourfa. That was a great blowt fhen her mother and 
sister came over with two of her ciildren. She had many 
hardships. Heceiving a small salary, she lived economically, 
depriving herself in many ways. Thus, she was able to clothe, 
feed her children, and give them some education besides. She 
was a woman of great self-sacrifice, transformd from a timid, 


bashful person into a brave, couragems one, because she trust- 


ed in Gode 
Gi She was a ploneer, whom many relatives and friends fol- 


lowed and thus were saved from the last terrible messacres 
and deportations which took place during the World Were 

For nearly ten years, Mrs. Takouhie worked as Bible-No- 
man in Smyrna, Magnesia, Afion-Kara-Hissar, and sourdour. 

In 1912, her dmghier, Victoria, graduated from the Ame- 
rican Collegiate Institute in Smyrna and beceme a teacher in 


Bourdour. They worked together and saved some moneys 
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fhat-wasn*t here st-destination. Mra. Takouhie, being 
far-sighted, was looking forward to coming to Americae Her 
sons were growing bigger and soon would be taken as soldiers 
+o serve in the Turkish army. Tha would have been awful, 
because no one would come back Wasa, deosheatae the Chris- 
tians. 

So, in 1911, Mrs. Takouhie came over to America with her 
two sonse Her dmghter joined bev after the “ar. She lived 
in New York with her sister for sometimee Her sons worked 
in knitting factorics, om—sweatera;-scurfs; ete. Her sons 
went to wer and came back safe ami sound. 

Afterwards they moved to Newark, New Jersey, where Armen 
got married. He has two children now. fo years ago he came 
over to San Francisco and established a cleaning and dyeing 
storée He likes California and is glad to be in this country 
where there is safety. 

Mrs. Takouhie's daughter lives in San Francisco too. 
she is married and has two fine qghildren. 

Recently, her youngest son, Joseph, got married too. At 
present Hrs. Takouhie lives with him in Newark, New Jersey. 

They are all fine citizens and love this country, which 
is the best in the world. 

Although Mrse Takouhie is getting old, she is happy to see 
her children settled in this beautiful country where peace, jus- 
tice and liberty reign. 
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Mre M. Azar was born in 1891. He is a healthy look- 
ing man of forty-four. His birthplace is Bardizag, , nean*) 
ing a' smell on Lis name sugesests the character of 
the place. 

Bardizag is a little town in Asia Minor. It is situa-~ 
ted on the east coast of the Sea of Farmara, about one 
mile inland, surrounded by hills and mountains. It is in 
Nicomedia, not far from Constantinople. The climate is 
very pleasant and healthy. The houses are built in the 
same manner as the are peat or American houses, with 2 
balcony window or a front porch. The houses are almost 
hidden among the trees and gardens. Some of the main 
streets have trees on either side that make them shady and 
cool on warm summer days. Many kinds of birds are found 
here in the springtime, such as goldfinches, swallows, 
sparrows, robins, wood-peckers and so one The lark and 
the nightingale singing sweetly among the rose-bushes make 
the place,a paredice. There are many chestnut and walnut 
trees and many other fruit trees. The people here enjoy 
the freedom of country life. 

Me. Azar spent his childhood in this lovely place. He 
comes from a good Armenian parentage. First, he attended 
the parish school and afterwards he went to the high school 
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of Bardizag, from which he graduated with great honors. 
He belonged to the choir of the Armenian church as a boy. 
He is a zealous Christian. 

In 1910, when he was nineteen, he came to America. 
First, he went to Troy, New York and worked in the Arrow 
shirt factory for eight years. At the same time he attend- 
ea Se evening school and learned the language. He was not 
satisfied with factory life. He wanted to advance ana 4, 
choose something better for life work. ‘So after he learned 
the English language, he learned the trade of printing. 
During that time, he got acquainted with Miss Sirpouhie 
Adams, a young ea ae ‘who worked in the same factory. Miss 
Sirpouhie lived with her parents who had come from Amasia. 
After they got married, they worked hard and saved enough 
money to start a private printing business of their own. 
With the help of his wife, in a short time, the business 


became quite successful. 


Mr. Azar was called from Chicago eee ae 
to work for a newspaper publishing okoniny iF 
worked from 1925 to 1926. While they were in Chicago Mr. 
Agar's wife became very weak. She had worked very hard 
for several years and the climate of Chicago didn't seem 
to agree with her. So the doctor advised them to go to 


California. 
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UNA BAPmme 
The informant is an Armenian<dagy, now some forty 


years old. Her parents migrated at an early age to Ameri- 
ca, and settled @emm-in Patterson, New Jersey, where they 
set up a shoe business. As is the custom among her people, 
ai the age of fifteen she was married to a Greek who was 
forty-five years old. She, in fact, never saw her husband 
until the wedding day. He immediately her to Ca- 
lifornia where he and his brother ran a cheap boarding 
house. The general idea was that she was to act as cook 
for the two brothers, do the chores in the rooming house, 
act as chambermaid, making up the beds of the roomers, and 
in her spare time attend to her wifsly duties to her law- 
ful spouse. 

After she had lead a dog's life for five years, an 
old Greek who was living in the house befriended her and 
put her wise to the rights of American women in our land. 
So she went to court with her two daughters and told her 
story to the judge. ‘Thereupon her husband and his brother 
skipped town, and so she was left helpless. However, she 
sold the boarding house and with the proceeds set up as 
& seamstress and rented rooms. 

Her daughters are now full grown and married. she 
herself has it pretty easy, because she has gone into the 
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fortune—telling and tea-reading racket. She, herself, how- 
ever believes in this hocus pocus, diligently reading her 
fortune everyday in the tea cups so the business evidently 
'does not hurt her conscience. She tells me that in Holly- 
wood she has a sister in this business who clears over 
twenty grand a year, giving readings for our stars of the 
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WM ase 
The informant is an Armenian Tedy, now some forty 


years old. Her parents migrated at an early age to Ameri- 
Ga, and settled demmin Yatierson, New Jarsey where they 
set up a dhoe business. As ds the custom among her people, 
até the age of fifteen she was marrie@ to a Greek who ms 
 farty-Tive years olg@. She, in fact, never paw her husband 
until the wedding day. He imaediately eastrether to Ca- 
lifernia where he and his brother ran a cheap boarding 
hous@e The general idea was that she was to act 2s cook 
for the two brothers, do the chores in the rooming houge, 
ect ag chambermaid, making up the beds of the roomers, and 
in her syare tiue attend to her wifely duties to her law- 
fui spouse. 

After she nad lead & dog’s life far five years, an 
old Greek who was living in the house befriended her and 
put her wise to the rights of American women in our lani. 
So she went to court with her two daughters and told her 
story to the judgee thereupon her husband and his brother 
Skipped town, and so she was left helpless. ‘lowever, she 
gold the boarding house and with the proceeds set up as 
& Seamstress and rented LOOMS « } 

Her daughters are now full grown ani married. she 
herself has it pretty easy, because she has gone into the 
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fortune-telling ani tea-reading racket. She, herself, how- 
ever believes in this hocus poous, diligently reading her 
fortune everyday in the tea cups se the business cvidently 
does not hurt her couscience. She tells mc that in Holiy- 
wood she has a sister in this business who clears over 


twenty grant a yoar, giving readings for cur stars of the 
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The informant is an Armenian some forty years olde 
His RG teze rug dealers and had settled in Coustanti- 
pople, where, in spite of religious animosity and the ge- 
neral suspicion the Turkish authorities had far the Arme- 
nians, they built up = very wealthy baginesse At the 
time of the war, howeves, his father having died, the in- 
formant returned to Armenia and settled down aml married. 
However, very shortly after that the Turks indulged 
in their ferocious magsacre of the Armenianse The infor- 
mant'sa wife wag slain and he was badly wounded bulb managed 
to hide himself. Because of his long residence in Turkey, 
he was able to @isgvise himself as « Turk, and he appeared 
before the Turkish authorities, alleging himself te be a 
furkish merchant who was helé up and robbed of all his 
money and pepers, and was then beaten ani left for dead. 
This ruse procured him medical care ami trangportation to 
Turkey, where, after he was healed, he had to join the Tur- 
_kigh army anf was gent to Arabiae 
In this country he managed to escape to the British 
army, whose intelligence service he entered, ant returned 
to the furkish army and used his vantage to spy on militea- 
ry movements and report them to the Gritish. Howsver, the 
British were severely beaten soon after, ani the informant 
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decided to flee from the country, which ws not difficult 
inasmuch as the south of frabia way stil] in British hands. 
The war soon aftey entedana he migrated to fresno. 
Net being an gricultural worker and knowing little 
about raisins or wine he moved to San Francisco and set- aol tea\ea | 
himself «pin the Oriental rug business, in whieh he still 
is oceupied, doing a satisfactory business. He has mar- 
ried here ant now tas two boys, whom he hopes will never 
have to look on the scenes of terror he md to. 
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the informant is an Armenian some forty years old. 
His folks were rug dealers and had settled in Constanti- 
nople, where, in spite of religious animosity and the ge- 
neral suspicion the Turkish authorities had for the Arme- 
nians, they built up a very wealthy business. At the 
time of the war, however, his father having died, the in- 
formant returned to Armenia and settled down and married. 

However , very shortly after that the Turks indulged 
in their ferocious massacre of the Armenians. ‘fhe infor- 
mant's wife was slain and he was badly wounded but managed 
to hide himself. Because of his long residence in Turkey, 
he was able to disguise himself as a Turk, and he appeared 
before the Turkish authorities, alleging himself to be a 
Turkish merchant who was held up and robbed of all his 
money and papers, and was then beaten and left for dead. 
This ruse procured him medical care and transportation to 
Turkey, where after he was healed, he had to join the Tur- 
kish army and was sent to Arabia. 

In this country he managed to escape to the British 
army, whose intelligence service he entered, and returned 
to the Turkish army and used his vantage to spy on milita- 
ry movements and report them to the British. However, the 


British were severely beaten soon after, and the informant 
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decided to flee from the country, which was not difficult 
inasmuch as the south of Arabia was still in British hands. 
The war soon after ended and he migrated to Fresno. 

Not being an%gricultural worker and knowing little 
about raisins or wine he moved to San Francisco and set 
himself up in the Oriental rug business, in which he still 
is occupied, doing a satisfactory business. He has mar- 
ried here and now has two boys, whogl he hopes will never 


ANLAA) < 
have to look on the scenes of terror he lrré=+o-. 


ea | ee F — ie 
. i . } . | 4 F a ; a of bare 7 


= 


abated slo thend xt £188 sam alan 29 unieas 
 semeerE of Deteraia on bus, bebao wert A008. uaM J 
ecseze 36 bros! bus teizow LawéLmbmias sated tom i 

foe bus coctonerl ase of bevom ed eulv xo actetex twode a 
{Lite ef-doidw at ,eeentesd aux Letmotsd ed? ab ge teamid 
~1e0 eed ol .eeenieud yxotostaltt se s. gated, Bekegeeo. et 
moves LLLw. Nee Bas hodw ,eyodvow? ead ‘wort So ened Sede 
perm ed mxet to aemsoa ois 0 Ao0L oF ovat 


. :@ mis wis 4 Fa ODS ES OI nie oe a 
\ | Lik Ae 22k opel Soe ere 
7 dis | : 
i 5. Agee eee oe 
= s ¢ >< S =.- qe@s _ } 
oe ‘ os¢ (aes 
2 ie S4Sed eS oe: 
= Te ee 


: oo en, pebrt Py wte te eet wha ; 4 

; ) portion or OF ¢.p Duk rvs re 

7 | ; inl = fe7e Gov 464 eh oe ee 

; oS es eae ide Meds ad. Serre ogee oe a 
bastwtet tus gepo2ig 8 o> wets ateopds Lema)” aiaee a 
i a’ ag Lutiey 424 Seoae ae ama se pee’ gt 

copie’ vitaget a. etses ase. Pee 70S aaah 
ero: 0" eke on ele —— arene ret 


This interview, though brief, was probably the most 
pleasant that 1 have hgh. The man in question, not rich, 
nor prosperous, nor any better situated than the bulk of 
the average peoples of this country, seemed infused with 
a kind of contagious optimism. it was not the anaemic 
bluffing of the Hoover psuedo«-prosperity era, but rather 
an optimism pleasing in its obvious sincerity and simpli- 
city, that showed a vholesome appreciation of his posi- 
tion, humble though it might be. During his entire career 
he bas. after a few months' orientation in this country, 
made a good enough living for his family. He worked on 
the principle, peculiarly noticeable in his people, of 
spending a quarter only when he has a dollar. He believes 
in thrift without hoarding and violently opposes spending 
extravagantly. 

He was born in Vitles, Lfurkish Armenia. His people 
were both merchants and farmers. They ran a small dry 
goods store, and also owmed and cultivated considerable 
land. | 

After completing high school at the age of sixteen, 
he came to the United States in order to further his edu- 


Gation. He had an uncle in Fresno who had continually ex- 


plained to his nephew, by letters, the advantages of the 
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republic. In New York he immediately began to look for a 
Job. In the old country he would have been aghast ai ac- 
cepting manual labor. However, the situation in New York 
was strangely different. To be in the United States was 
reason enough to accept any kind of work. He first obtain- 
ed a job with a construction company, doing pick and shovel 
work on the roads. After about @ month he quit and joined 
his uncle in Fresno. This was in the later part of 1913. 
He soon obtained work as a hired hand on one of the vine- 
yards. He had no difficulty in getting work and finally 
saved enough to buy a farm of his om. He key increasing 
his holding and saving his money so that he managed to 
build up quite a good sized vinsyard. When the business 
was sufficient to support a family he married and provided 


for the family, o»-had-en-impor tent’ partir tte 
He had taken a mortgage out on his land and in 1929 


found that it would take all his savings to keep dilagm from fase 


rorecteel tel Seentne of slack business the previous sea- 
son he turned over his land, figuring that it did not pay 
to sink his entire savings into a failing proposition. 

With the aid of his savings he moved to Oakiand and 
went into the grocery business with his brother-in-law. 
Although he admits he knew nothing of the business, he real- 
izea@ a fair living off the store. Being interested in go- 
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Whis interview, though brief, was probably the most 
Siengnn’.tnad 5 ene idoe..the mes, snensahlon, Buh Ties, 
nor prosperous, nor any better situated than the bulk of 
the average peoples of this country, seemed infused with 
@ kind of contagious optimism. 1% was not the anaemic 
bluffing of the Hoover psuede prosperity era, but rether 
an optimism pleasing in its obvious sincerity and simpli- 
city, that showed a wholesome appreciation of hie posi- 
tion, humble though it might be. During his entire career 
he has, after a few months' orientation in this country, 
made a geod enough living for his family. He wrked on 
the principle, peculiarly noticeable in hia people, of 
spending a quarter only when he has a dollar. He believes 
in thrift without hoarding and violently opposes spending 
extravagantly . 

He was born in Vitles, furkish Armenia. Hls people 
were both merchants ani farmers. whey ran a small dry 
goods store, ani also owmed and cultivated considerable 
land. 

After completing high school at the age of sixteon, 
he came to the United States in order to further his efu- 
gation. ie had an uncle in Fresno who had continually ex- 
plained to his nephew, by letters, the advantages of the 
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republic. in New York he immediately began to look for a 
job. In the old country he would have been aghast at age 
cepting manual labor. However, the situation in New York 
was strangely different. To be in ths United States was 
reason enough to accept any kind of work. He first obtain- 
ed a job with a construction ounpanys doing pick and shovel 
work on the reads. After about a month he quit end joined 
his undle in Fresno. This was in the later pert of 1913. 
He soon obtained work as & hired hand on one of the vine- 
yards. He had no difficulty in getting work and finally 
saved enough to buy a farm of his om. He kept increasing 
his holding and saving his money so that he managed to 
build up quite a good sized vinsyard. ‘then the business 
was sufficient to support « family he married and provided 
for she family, of -ned-en-—emportent—part..2n..i5- 

He had taken a mortgage out on his land and in 1929 
found that it would take all his savings to keep taew-trom [Wury 
torentoat Act’ Secnuse of slack bBDusiness the previous sea- 
son he turned over his land, figuring that it did not pay 
to sink his entire savings into « failing proposition. 

With the aid of his savings he moved to Cakland and 
went into the grocery business with hia brother-in-law. 
Although he admits he knew nothing of the business, he real- 
ized a fair living off the store. Being interested in go- 
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ing into a line he was more familiar with, he sold out to 
his partner in Septenter of 1934. About three months ago 
he atartea a fruit stand in Berkeley calied “fhe Garden 
Spot". He hag built up a fair business and expects to 1o- 
cate here permanently. He has never suffered from the de- 
pression and has never failed to make what he feels is a 
gafficient amount to keep his family sone omg e 
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We came from the town of Amasia in Turkey. My fa- 
ther wove cloth for dresses. 

We have been in America. thirty-five } YOATS o> 
~~ Waen we ‘arrived in America we went to Fresno where my 
father bought a ren ised grapes. Jl married and 
also bought a ranch of two hundred acres of grape and fruit 
trees. For eleven years I lived there, but lost the place 
when there was no market for grapes. I saved enough to go 
to Los Angeles and there went into the tire business with 
my three brothers but the depression hit us and once more 
I was forced to leave. 

I then came to Oakland. Now I have a small neighborhood 
grocery store and am glad I am able to make enough to live 
on. 

The Armenian people have a hard time in my country and 
many of my family have been killed by the furks. 

I am glad to be in the United States where it is safe 
to livee i have three shildren,all born in the United States. 
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We came from the town of Amasia in Turkey. My fa- 
ther wove cloth for dresses. 

We a been in Amer dont thirty-five ‘years. ) 

we arrived ir sno on we went to Preeno where my 
father bought a ranch, Wg@ raised grapes. 1 married and 
also bought a ranch of two hundred acres of grape and fruit 
trees. For eleven years I lived there, but lost the place 
when there was no market for grapes. I saved enough to go 
to Los Angeles and there went into the tire business with 
my three brothers but the depression hit us and once more 
I was foreed to leave. 

I then came to Oakiang. Yow I have a emall neighborhood 
grocery store and am glad I am able to make enough to live 
on. 

The Armenian people have a hard time in my country and 
many of my family have been killed by the furks. 

I am glad to be in the United States where it is safe 
to livee i have three children all born in the United States. 
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( S. Mardirossian ks @ man about fifty years old, of Ar- 
menian descent. He was born in the city of Srzeroom, Turk- 
ish Armenia. Erzeroom is a large city with a population of 
about half a million, near the kussian Caucas#us border. 

It is a great commercial center between Turkey, Russia and 
Persia. sm, 

(Mr. Mardirossian; came to this country when he was a 
young man and settled at first in Fresno, California and 
later on he took up his residence in San Francisco. He is 
a tailor by trade. He has a grown mpson who is attending 
the iain of California. 

(tte. Mardirossian jis an American citizen now and well 
satisfied to be in America. 
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S. ‘Mardirossian is a man about fifty years old, of Ar- 
menian descent. He was born in the city of Erzeroom, Turk- 
ish Armenia. Erzeroom is a large city with a population of 
about half a million, near the kKussian Caucassus border. 

It is a great commercial center between Turkey, Russian and 
Persia. . 

Mr. Mardirossian came to this country when he was a 
young man and settled at first in Fresno, California and 
later on he took up his residence in San Francisco. He is 
a tailor by trade. He has a grown up son who is attending 
the University of California. 

Mr. Mardirossian is an American citizen now and well 


satisfied to be in America. 
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Se Vardirossian is a man about fifty years old, of Ar- 
menian descent. He was born in the clty of Srzeroom, Turk- 
ish Aypmenia. Erazeroom is a large city with a population of 
about half a million, near the xussian caucaggts border. 

It is a great commercial center between Turkey, Nussian and 
Persia. | 

Mr. Mardirossian came to this country when he was a 
young man and settled at first in Fresno, California and ) 
later vel ws took up his residence in San Francisco. He is 
& tailor by trade. He has a grown yf son who is attending 
the University of California. 

ir. Mardirossian is an American citizen now and well 
satisfied to be in Anerica. 
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This man lived on a farm in Armenia, where he was born 
in 1882. He lived there for about twenty-four years. He 
merried a girl of his own nationality. They had two chil- 
dren while in Armenia and got along poorly as far as their 
ability to earn a comfortable living was concerned. ‘The 
unsettled condition of the country which was manifested by 
outbreaks of physical violence against Armenians at various 
times did much to make living conditions very bad. 

it was therefore with great relief that he left Arme- 
nia to come to America on money saved ana. borrowed from 
whom he could. He remained in New York for approximately 
seventeen years where he found work plentiful at first, al- 
though there were times when he was out of work as long as 
four months at a time during his stay in New York. During 
these years he was employed at various jobs, working as a 
janitor, factory hand, fruit store employee and, last and 
Longes$ as @ shoemaker. This last occupation he learned 
from a fellow countryman during one of his periods of un- 
employment. He became proficient at this work and after 
working et a number of shoe factories and shoe repair 
shops, he opened a shos repairing store of his own at which 
he had moderate success. 

In about 1923 he came to California for his health, 
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settling in Fresno, where he opened a small shoe repair 
shop. He never had much success, although he was able to 
Support his family. About six years later, business be- 
ing rather poor, when he was offered a chance to come into 
business with a relative of his in San Francisco he accept- 
ed. He is now so occupied, making a fair living for his 
family. 

It seems as though the depression didn't affect him 
very much for he never had much to lose. His present cir- 
cumstance of comparative security doesn't seem to be due 
to his own initiative but instead seems due to his partner. 

The prejudice he encountered in New York was mostly 
suffered at the hands of foreigners. it was the usual 
kind of petty prejudice. He encountered no outward pre- 
judiee in California of any importance. 
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This man lived on a farm in Armenia, where he wes dorn 
in 1832. Ne lived there for about twenty-four years. He 
married a girl of his own nationslity. They had two chil- 
dren while in Armenia an@ got along poorly as far as their 
ability toa earn a comfortable living was concerned. ‘The 
unsettled condition of the country wiich was manifested by 
outbreaks of physical violence against Armenians at various 
times aid much to make living conditions very bad. 

it was therefore with grent relief that he left Arme- 
nia to come to America on money edie tadinibenitiity 200i 
whom he cowlé.s He remained in New York for approximetely 
seventeen years where he found work plentiful at first, al- 
though there were times when he was out of work as long as 
four months at a time during his stay in New York. During 
these years he wae empleyed at various jobs, working as a 
janiter, factory hand, fruit store employee and lest and 
longest as a shoemakers This last occupation he learned 
from a fellow countryman Guring one of his pericds of un- 
employment. He became proficient ai this work and after 
working et a mwumber of shoe factories ani shoe repair 
shops, he opened a shoe repairing store of his own at which 
he had moderate success. | 

in about 1923 he came to California for his health, 
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settling in fresno, where he opened a small shoe repair 
Shope He never had mech success, although he wae able to 
Support his family. About six years later, business be- 
ing rather poor, when he was offered a chance to come into 
business with a relative of his in San Praneciscoe he accept- 
ed. He is now so oceupied, making a fair living for his | 
family. 

It seems as though the depression didn't affect him 
very mach for he never had much to lose. His present cir- 
cumstance of comparative security doesn't seem to be due 
to his own initiative but instead seems due to his partner. 

The prejudice he encountered in New York was mostly 
euffered at the hands of foreigners. i% was the usual 
kind of petty prejudice. He encountered no cutward pre- 
yedice in California of any importance. 
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This man lived on a farm in Armenia, where he was born 
in 1882. He lived there for about twenty-four years. He 
married a girl of his own nationality. They had two chil- 
dren while in Armenia and got along poorly as far as their 
ability to earn a comfortable living was concerned. ‘the 
unsettled condition of the country which was manifested by 
outbreaks of physical violence against Armenians at various 
times did much to make living conditions very bad. 

It was therefore with great relief that he left Arme- 
nia to come to America on money saved and borrowed from 
whom he could. He remained in New York for approximately 
seventeen years where he found work plentiful at first, al- 
though there were times when he was out of work as long as 
four months at a time during his stay in New York. Dpuring 
these years he was employed at various jobs, working as a 
janitor, factory hand, fruit store employee and last and 
longest as a shoemaker. This last occupation he learned 
from a fellow countryman during one of his periods of un- 
employment. He became proficient at this work and after 
working at a number of shoe factories and shoe repair 
shops, he opened a shoe repairing store of his own at which 
he had moderate success. 


In about 1923 he came to California for his health, 
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settling in Fresno, where he opened a small shoe repair 
shop. He never had much success, although he was able to 
support his family. About six years later, business be- 
ing rather poor, when he was offered a chance to come into 
business with a relative of his in San Francisco he accept- 
ed. He is now so occupied, making a fair living for his 
family. 

It seems as though the depression didn't affect him 
very much for he never had much to lose. His present cir- 
cumstance of comparative security doesn't seem to be due 
to his own initiative but instead seems due to his partner. 

The prejudice he encountered in New York was mostly 
suffered at the hands of foreigners. it was the usual 
kind of petty prejudice. He encountered no outward pre- 


judice in California of any importance. 
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Selim was born in 1880 in Bayazid, near Mt. Arerat. He 
was the youngest of seven children, all of whom worked in their 
father's tobacco fields. 

In 1896, during one of the furkish massacres, his entire 
family, except two brothers and himself, were killed and their 
dands taken away from them. 

The three brothers fled to ku on the Caspian Sea and af~ 
ter many wanderings and vicissitudes they worked their way to 
the United States. ‘the year 1898 found all three of them work- 
ing on a tobacco plantation in North Carolina. They worked to- 
gether until 1905 when Selim left the two older boys to go to 
Fresno County, California. There he bought an interest in a 
vaisin vineyard with two of his countrymen. 

In 1916 he had a chance to get a good price for his inter- 
est, sold out, and came to San Francisco with 510,000. 

He soon received e position with a wholesale florist, a 
countryman of his. After two years he pat his money into this 
business and was taken in as a partners 

In 1918 he married and hes three children, two boys and 


one girle 
He is now manager of this business and is prospering. 
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Selim was born in 18380 in Sayazid, near Mts. Ararate He 
was the youngest of seven children, all of whom worked in their 
father's tobacco fielis. 

In 1896, during me of the Turkish massacres, his entire 
family, except two brothers and himself, were killed and their 
lands taken awey from thems \ 

the three brothers flea to Aeku on the Caspian Sea and afq- 
ter miny wanderings and vicissitudes they worked their way to 
the United States. ‘The year 1893 found all three of them work- 
ing on a tobacco plantation in Forth Carolina. They worked to- 
gether until 1905 when Selim left the two older boys to go to 
Fresno County, California. ‘There he bought an interest in a 
raisin vineyard with two ef his countrymen. 

in 1916 he had a chance to get a good price for his inter- 
eat, sold out, and came to San rrencisco with 410,000. 

He soon received a position with a wholesale florist, a 
countryman of his. After two years he mut his money into this 
business and was taken in a8 a partner. 

in 1918 he mrricad and hes three children, two boys and 
one girle 

He is now minager of this business ani is prosperinge 
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Selim was born in 1880 in Bayazid, near lit. Ararat. He 
was the youngest of seven children, all of whom worked in their 
father's tobacco fields. 

In 1896, during one of the ‘turkish massacres, his entire 
family, except two brothers and himself, were killed and their 
lands taken away from them. 

fhe three brothers fled to Baku on the Caspian Sea and af- 
ter many wanderings and vicissitudes they worked their way to 
the United States. ‘the year 1898 found all three of them work- 
ing on a tobacco plantation in North Carolina. Yhey worked to- 
gether until 1905 when Selim left the two older boys to go to 
Fresno County, California. there he bought an interest ina 
raisin vineyard with two of his countrymen. 

In 1916 he had a chance to get a good price for his inter- 
est, sold out, and came to san Francisco with 10,000. 

He soon received a position with a wholesale florist, a 
countryman of his. After two years he put his money into this 
business and was taken in as a partner. 

In 1918 he married and has three children, two boys and 


one girl. 


He is now manager of this business and is prospering. 
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He was very backward in giving information about his fa- 
ther, finally admitting that his father, te the best of his 
knowledge, had never done any work. The sons, that is, his 
three older brothers, cafried the burden of support. 

He came to the United States alone at the age of four- 
teen in order to get an education. He had two brothers es- 
tablished here in business) h their financial aid he at- 
tended high school, Having very set and definite ideas of 
becoming a chemist he spent two years in Princeton and fi- 
nally graduated from Stanford. He came to California be- 
cause his brother was starting an Armenian colony in Visalia. 

He had no reasons for choosing chemistry except that it 
had an experimental aspect which interested him. It was not 
a family trait, as two brothers were money lenders and the 
third was a missionary. 

After graduating in 1906 he went to the colony with the 
hope of bringing technical knowledge to it. His plans of a 
cooperative factory, scientific management of planting and 
Similar projects were not asoepsed go he left. He was very 
disappointed in their attitude, which was entirely mercenary 
without any element of finer sensibilities. 

He obtained a position with Spreckels Company testing 
beets for beet sugar production. The job took him over a 


large considerable territory. ‘The traveling interested him 
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but the routine tests were not to his liking. Consequently 
after repeated attempts to get into the research laboratories 
failed, he decided to go into a new line. 

The study and interpretatim of Oriental rugs seemed a 
likely field of research so he dropped chemistry and started 
on his new job. 

He utilized all his personsl assets of knowledge of folk 
lore, of native superstition and physical laws to study rugs. 
He worked for ten years repairing rugs, learning the colors 
and designs. 

He 1926 he opened his own store, but kept the same policy 
of working for his own edification. He had worked in Boston, 
Philadelphia, and New York but eventually came back to Cali- 
fornia. Through his entire career he had insisted on enjoy- 
ing himself, doing work he liked and building for today with- 
out planning for the future. 

He is now in business for himself, but claims since 1929 
conditions are bad, not only financially but spiritually. 
"Our minds are out of gear just like our businesses" he says. 

He would like to lecture but can not seem to make connec- 


tions and hopes to write his experiences for publication. 
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He was very backward in giving information about his fa- 
ther, finally admitting tht his father, to the best of his 
knowledge, had never dame any worke ihe sons, that is, his 
three older brothers, carried the burden of supporte 

He came to the United States alone at the age of four- 
teen in order to get an educa tion. ne had two brothers es- 
tablished here in busine say” jeith their financial aid he ate 
tended high school. Having very set and definite idess of 
becoming a chemist he spent two years in Princeton and fi- 
nally greduated from Stamford. He came to California be- 
cause his brother was starting an Armenian colony in Visalia. 

He had no reasons far choosing chemistry except that it 
had an experimental aspect which interested hime It was not 
a family trait, as two brothers were money lenders and the 
third was a missionary. 

After graduating in 1906 he went to the colony with the 
hope of bringing technical knowledge to it. His plans of a 
cooperative factory, scientific miumgenment of planting and 
Similar projects were not RAASTAAE AR he lefties. He was very 

disappointed in their attitude, which was entirely mercenary 
without any element of finer sq@isi bilities. 

He obtained a position with Spreckels Company testing 
beets for beet sugar production. he job took him over a 


large considerable territory. ‘The traveling interested him 
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but the routine tests were not to his liking. Consequently 
after repeated attempts to get into the research laboratories 
failed, he decided to go into a new line. 

The study end interpretatia of Oriental rugs seemed a 
likely field of research so he dropped chemistry end started 
on his new jobe 

He utilized ell his personal assets of knowledge of folk 
lore, of mtive superstition and physical laws to study rugs. 
He worked for ten years repairing rugs, learning the colors 
and designs. 

He 1926 he opened his own store, but kept the same policy 
ef working for his own edificatione He had worked in Boston, 
Philadelphia, and Hew York but eventually came back to Celi- 
fornia. Through his entire career he hed insisted on enjoy=- 
ing himself, doing work he liked and building for today with- 
out planning for the future. 

He is now in business for himself, but claims since 1929 
conditions are bad, not only financially but spiritually. 
"Our minds are out of gear just like our businesses" he says. 

He would like to lecture but can not seem to make connec- 
tions and hopes to write his experiences for publication. 
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He was very backward in giving information about his fa- 
ther, finally admitting that his father, to the best of his 
knowledge, had never doe any work. fhe sons, that is, his 
three older brothers, carried the burden of support. 

He came to the United States alone at the age of four- 
teen in order to get an education. He had two brothers es- 
tablished here in business. With their financial aid he at- 
tended high school, Having very set and definite ideas of 
becoming a chemist he spent two years in Prineeton and fi- 
nally graduated from Stanford. He came to California be- 
cause his brother was starting an Armenian colony in Visalia. 

He had no reasons for choosing chemistry except that it 
had an experimental aspect which interested him. It was not 
a family trait, as two brothers were money lenders and the 
third was a missionary. 

After graduating in 1906 he went to the colony with the 
hope of bringing technical knowledge to it. His plans ofa 
cooperative factory, scientific management of planting and 
Similar projects were not accepted so he left. He was very 
disappointed in their attitude, which was entirely mercenary 
without any element of finer sensibilities. 

He obtained a position with Spreckels Company testing 
beets for beet sugar production. ‘fhe job took him over a 


large considerable territory. The traveling interested him 
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but the routine tests were not to his liking. Consequently 
after repeated attempts to get into the research laboratories 
failed, he decided to go into a new line. 

The study and interpretation of Oriental rugs seemed a 
likely field of research so he dropped chemistry and started 
on his new job. 

He utilized all his personal assets of knowledge of folk 
lore, of native superstition and physical laws to study rugs. 
He worked for ten years repairing rugs, learning the colors 
and designs. 

He 1926 he opened his own store, but kept the same policy 
of working for his own edification. He had worked in Boston, 
Philadelphia, and New York but eventually came back to Cali- 
fornia. ‘Through his entire career he had insisted on enjoy- 
ing himself, doing work he liked and building for today with- 
out planning for the future. 

He is now in business for himself, but claims since 1929 
conditions are bad, not only financially but spiritually. 
"Our minds are out of gear just like our businesses" he says. 

He would like to foetane but can not seem to make connec- 


tions and hopes to write his experiences for publication. 
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- In 1909, when the Turks started to take over Armenia, 
the outlook for native Armenians was very dark. Up to 
this time, M. Katchian states, the Armenians had paid ra- 
ther heavy taxes to the Turks, and by this means succeed- 
ed in getting along fairly well. During the year 1909 
the Turks became more aggressive. 

Up to the age of fifteen, this Armenian boy had gone 
to school contimously, first kindergarten, as in America, 
then grammar school and later high school. Boys and girls 
attended different schools as is the case over most of Eu- 
rope. One winter he attended school in England. He 
sae@e@eee was born in Sis, a city of about twenty-five 
thousand, which is located in Asia Minor, about forty 
miles northeast of Adana. This is near Syria, and not 
far from the Island of cypreke. 

His father's business was farming, but the family 
Zived in town, his father going to and from the farms. 

Sis was a town of considerable importance long ago, and so 
has historical interest. It is also the head of the Arme- 
nian church activities. The architectural styles in 
homes here differ greatly from those of American cities 
and iM. Katchian states’thet-ke thinks they are much more 
attractive than the average architectural styles of San 
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Francisco homes. Their school buildings are a source of 
special pride tess 49 aeons 

"Selisia is a province rich in cattle. Potatoes 
and sugar beets were grow. -Yence our main work was farm- 
ing. My father's farm, some four or five miles out of Sis, 
totaled about ten thousand acres, with good buildings, 
vast fields, herds of stock ani tools for work. we lived 
well and things had been fine up to the time of the mas- 
sacre (which was in 1914). 

"But before this, and after the Turks began taking 
over Armenia, my brother, a few years older than I, had 
come to America. He wrote that he liked it very much. I 
followed him over here when I was seventeen. ie had to 
run away after the Turks became so aggressive. Before 
this the Armenians paid good taxes to the Turks and got 
along fairly well. We then had no thought of leaving. 

"When the massacre came, my grandfather and my grand- 
mother happened to be out on the farms and were killed. 
All the farms were totally destroyed.. The buildings were 
burned, stock killed, crops destroyed, the whole place 
laid low. The rest of the family were in town and did 
not fare so badly. The farm districts and small villages 
fared worst, because the people in town could gather to- 
gether and protect themselves. 
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"They had burned down all the buildings, but we had 
started to rebuild. Yet, the way things looked, my bro- 
ther thought beat to get away. My father died during the 
World War, so I fellowed my brother over here. We will 
neyer go back to stay. I have an uncle and some cousins 
living on the island of orneie who are looking after 
our interests, but we do nok expect to get anything for 
our losses. Befare the war, there were a million and a 
half Armenians living there, but now there are not over 
one hundred Snenanphs na Less than fifty thousand are 
in Constantinople." 

Mr. Katehian and his brother are in the oriental 
rug business. They have their own store and both sell 
and do fine repair work on valuable foreign handmade rugs. 
fhe brother has married, his wife being an Armenian also, 
and they have a little girls. They declare they could not 
leave here now on her account, for she is American and 
he says they could not think of taking her out of this 
country. His wife says she will never go anywhere else 
to live. 

These Armenians appear to know all their countrymen 
and hold together rather well. They are very serious 
minded, appreciative of America, and try to be good citi- 
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In 1909, when the furks started to take over Armenia, 
the outlook for native Armenians was very dark. Up to 
this time, M. Katchian states, the Armenians had paid ra- 
ther heavy taxes to the Turks, ani by this means succecd- 
ea in getting along fairly well. During the year 1909 
the Turks became more agsressive. 

Up to the age of fifteen, this Armenian boy had gone 
to school contimuously, first kindergarten, as in America, 
then grammer school ~™ later high school. Boys and girls 
attended different schools as is the case over most of Eu- 
rope. One winter he attended school in Emgland. He 
Siukes*ne. was born in Sis, a city of about twenty-five 
thousand, which is located in Asia Minor, about forty 
miles northeast of Adama. This is near Syria, and not 
far from the Island of Cypress. 

His father's business was farming, but the family 
Lived in town, his father going to and from the farmea. 
Sis was a tewn of considerable importance long ago, and so 
has historical interest. it is also the head of the Arme- 
nian church activities. The architectural styles in 
homes here differ creatly from those of American cities 
and Me Katchian ip TTR ON. they are mach more 
attractive than the average architectural styles of San 
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Francisec homes. Their school buildings are a source of 
special wide tone {i thon. 

"Selisia is a province rich in cattle. Potatoes 
and sugar beets were grown. our main work was farn- 
inge ly father's farn, ses four or five miles cut of Sis, 
totaled about ten thousand acres, with good buildings, 
vast fields, herds of stock ani tools for work. we lived 
well and things had been fine up to the time ef the mas- 
sacre (which was in 1914). 

"But before this, and after the Turks began taking 
over Armenia, my brother, a few yearo clder than I, had 
come to America. He wrote that he liked it very moh. I 
followed him over here when I was seventeen. We had to 
wun away after the Turks became so aggressive. Before 
this the Armenians paid good taxes to the Turks and got 
along fairly well. we then had no thought of leaving. 

"When the magsacre came, my grandfather and my grand- 
mother happened to be out on the farms and were killed. 
All the farms were totally destroyed. The buildings were 
burned, stock killed, creps destroyed, the whole place 
Leid Loi. the rest of the family were in town and did 
not fare so badly. The farm districts and small viliages 
fared worst, because the people in town could gather to- 
gether and protect themselves. 
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"They had burned down all the buildings, but we had 
started to rebuild. Yet, the way things looked, my bro- 
ther thought dest te get away. My father died during the 
World War, so I followed my brother over here. We will 
never go back to stay. I have an uncle and sone cousins 
living on the island of cy pres who are locking after 
our interests, but we do not expect te get anything for 
our losses. Sefare the war, there were a million end a 
half Armenisns living there, tut now there are not. over 
one hundred Shousanks, Toa less than fifty thousand are 
in Constantinople." 

tir. Katehian and hie brother are in the oriental 
rug basiness. They have their own store ani both sell 
and do fine repair work on valuable foreign handmade rugs. 
The brother has married, his wife being an Armenian also, 
and they have a little girls. They declare they could not 
leave here now on her account, for she is American end 
he says they could not think of teking her out of this 
country. His wife says she will never ge anywhere else 
to live. | 

These Armenians appear to know all their countrymen 
ani hold together rather well. ‘They are very serious 
minded, appreciative of America, and try to be good citi- 
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the outlook for native Armenians was very dark. Up to 


In 1909, when the Turks started to take over Armenia, 


this Rare rics ‘ansaiaienl the Armenians had paid ra- 
ther heavy taxes to the Turks, and by this means succeed- 
ed in getting along fairly well. During the year 1909 
the Turks became more aggressive. 

Up to the age of fifteen, this Armenian boy had gone 
to school continuously, first kindergarten, as in America, 
then grammar school and later high school. Boys and girls 
attended different schools as is the case over most of Eu- 
rope. One winter he attended school in England. He 
states he was born in Sis, a city of about twenty-five 
thousand, which is located in Asia Minor, about forty 
miles northeast of Adana. fYhis is near Syria, and not 
far from the Island of Cypress. 

His father's business was farming, but the family 
hived in town, his father going to and from the farms. 

Sis was a town of considerable importance long ago, and so 
has historical interest. it is also the head of the Arme- 
nian church activities. The architectural styles in 
homes here differ greatly from those of American cities 
ana (i. Katenial states that he thinks they are much more 


attractive than the average architectural styles of San 
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Francisco homes. Their school buildings are a source of 
special pride too. 

"Selisia is a province rich in cattle. Potatoes 
and sugar beets were grown. Hence our main work was farm- 
ing. My father's farm, some four or five miles out of Sis, 
totaled about ten thousand acres, with good buildings, 
vast fields, herds of stock ai tools for work. We lived 
well and things had been fine up to the time of the mas- 
sacre (which was in 1914). 

"But before this, and after the Turks began taking 
over Armenia, my brother, a few years older than I, had 
come to America. He wrote that he liked it very much. I 
followed him over here when I was seventeen. We had to 
run away after the Turks became so aggressive. Before 
this the Armenians paid good taxes to the Turks and got 
along fairly well. We then had no thought of leaving. 

"When the massacre came, my grandfather and my grand- 
mother happened to be out on the farms and were killed. 
All the farms were totally destroyed. ‘the buildings were 
burned, stock killed, crops destroyed, the whole place 
laid low. The rest of the family were in town and did 
not fare so badly. ‘fhe farm districts and small villages 
fared worst, because the people in town could gather to- 


gether and protect themselves. 
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"They had burned down all the buildings, but we had 
started to rebuild. Yet, the way things looked, my bro- 
ther thought best to get away. My father died during the 
World War, so I followed my brother over here. We will 
never go back to stay. I have an uncle and some cousins 
living on the island of Cypress who are looking after 
our interests, but we do not expect to get anything for 
our Pedacuic Before the war, there were a million and a 
half Armenians living there, but now there are not over 
one hundred thousand. And less than fifty thousand are 
in Constantinople." 

lines’ kabonian) ana his brother are in the oriental 

rug business. Yhey have their own store and both sell 
and do fine repair work on valuable foreign handmade rugs. 
The brother has married, his wife being an Armenian also, 
and they have a little girls. They declare they could not 
leave here now on her account, for she is American and 

he says they could not think of taking her out of this 
country. His wife says she will never go anywhere else 
to live. 

These Armenians appear to know all their countrymen 
and hold together rather well. ‘They are very serious 


minded, appreciative of America, and try to be good citi- 
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Mre John Dasho has been a resident of San Francisco for 
seventeen years. He is a good citizm, having a large family 
which consists of two sons and three daughtarde He loves his 
family and has done everything possible for their support. 

He is fifty-two years old and is still in good health. 
te is kmown for his hospitals ie, that being a characteristic 
of Armenians. 

I have been acquainted with him for many yearse Some- 
times I go-to see him. We talk about the yast and the pre- 
sent events, talk of business, depression, and so on. One 
day, I was so interested in him that I said, "Mrs Dasho, I 
wish you would relate to me the important events of your 
life; how you came to this country and why?" 

He said, "I come from Malatia, a tow in Armenia, which 
is noted for its delicious apples and pears» lt is a very 
fruitful place. The houses are surrounded with gardens and 
fruit trees. A clear brook runs through the town, which 
makes the place so fertile. As a yang boy I have climbed 
on many of those trees. q was fond of hunting too. I al- 


ways accompanied my father and brother, whenever they went 


~few hunting, with my pet dog. I led a life free of care and 


attended the parish elementary school. 
"But, when I was fifteen, ny father died. He was a good 
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builder. We had no mans of support after his death excepi- 
ing the income from the orchard. So my mother sent me to a 

shoemaker's shop as apprentice. I worked for e time, but I 

did not like the sedentary life. I loved adventure. So we 

sold the orchard ani the house ani went to Aleppo. 

"There, a short time after, I met a-demédy.. Mrs. Syl- 
via, a widow, Coy pa and two daughters. Her son, Simon, 
was a tall, strong young man who was the main support of the 
family. He was a cGoachman, transporting passengers from Al- 
eppo to Alexandretta, a seaport towm on the liediterranean Sea. 
It has a good harbor, where ships come from different parts of 
Europe, Constantinople, Smyrna, and other seaport towns. 

"I accompanied Simone We had a closed carriage driven by 
four horses. fhe roed was narrow ami steep in most places. 
It took us three days to get there. Sometimes we would come 
across @ caravan of camels, led by a man riding on a donkey, 
going slowly with a rhythmic tinkling of bells. When they 
saw the carriage going fast, they would get scared and run in 
all directions. Also we had to take every precaution against 
robbers attacking us. Many a tice, when I heard the whistle 
of the steamers as they left, I was so thrilled that I wished 
to be in one of them sailing away. 


"For nearly three years, I was occiapied with that work. 


During that time I got married to Freida, Mrs. Sylvia's daugh- 
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ter, who ws a young, healthy girl. She was a good cook. 

"A fviend of mine told me about Smyrne, ani about the 
opportunities there. So we sold the carriage am the horses 
end went to Smyrnae That was in 1901. ly mot her~in-law 
came with me, with her son and daughter. ‘There we had many 
herdshipse I hed a little mmey. on hand, but that was soon 
spent. 

"TJ had no friends. The people seemed to be selfish 
there. .My wife lost her first born babys All troubles came 
together. I had todo something. I got a few tools and 
‘started to repair shoes. Sima, my brother, was working in 
the vineyard sit ye was emplo ed by a rich merchant who had 
some device by which he would ary Yaisins. (The raisins are 
dried in the sun, but when it rains, they turn brown, and lose 
their value.) Simo told me about this machine, so we got a 
machinist and made a small sample that worked perfectly. I 
went to Mrs Whittall, an English merchant who used to export 
figs and raisins from Smyrm. He got very much interested and 
decided to start a plant, the managenent of which was in my 
hands. We had liberal salaries. Soon we made a drier. ‘Ye 
turned the brown raising into golden color. 

"For nearly five years we carried on this business. Then 
my brother-in-law died of pneunmmila. 


"For a year after that, I mamaged the factory all by myself. 
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We were quite well off and lived comfortably. During my stay 
in Smyrna, I had two daughters ana two sons. One of my daugh- 
ters died of cholera, when she was four years old. 

"re Whittall gave up the basiness because we were not 
allowed to use sulphur in changing the color cf the raisim. 

"With. the money I had saved, I bought a good vegetable 
garden in one of the suberbs of Smyrna. There was a little 
house in which we lived. Also some nice figs, apricots, and 
plum trees. There were a fow grapevines too. In the center 
of the garden there was a windmill which watered the plants. 
We grew tomatoes, eggplants, peppers, onions, turnips, eie5 
We had many chickens too. It was an ideal summer place with 
bathing beaches nearby. Many of our friends liked the place 
so well, that they would come and visit us often. our minis- 
ter especially, was so fond of the garden that every summer 
he used to come and stay with us. 

"This minister had travelled a lot. He had been to Ing- 
land and Egypt. But, then, he wanted to go to America and 
settled down in California. He had a call from Presno, so he 
resigned and went. 

A short time after, he got there, he wrote to me about 
Californias How there ware many reisixs, figs and prunes pro- 
duced and that if I mda drier there, I could make a living. 

"Y understood a little French, but I didn’t know a word of 
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English. That was a handicap, just the same I wanted to 

take a chance. So I sold my vegetable garden. This time 

I wanted to try my fortune in America. [ left my family 

in Smyrna, promising to send far them as soon as I got 

some prospects there. tag ee Lyeeny 
"I came over to America in eens few months after my 


family came overs 


"A rich Armenian ser chant became ,jertner wi-theme. -<@ Qh chr. 


started a fruit-drying plant. Later, I started a plant of 
my own in Marysville. I wasn't busy with this work all the 
year round, so I thought it would be better for the children, 
too, if we moved to San Francisco where they could attend 
-tag school regularly. Because it was a new place for us, we 
hed some hardships at first. We md no friendse Wy wife 
had her fifth child then in San Francisco. 

"Wwe had to start all over again, because 1 had lost 
practically all 1 had in the business. 1 struggled hard to 
made a living. 1 started to sell flowers to private custom- 
ers. In this way, I was abis to support my family. A few 
years afterwards my daughter conteeial and took a business 
course in Heald's Business College for a yeare Afterwards, 
she got a position as a bookkeeper and typist. That was a 
great help to us, Soon, we moved to a better house and in 


a few years we saved some money and bought a big lot in West 
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Portal. There was a cottage on it, in which we lived. The 
place was rough and stony, full of shrubs and weeds. With 

the help of my sons, I cut down the shrubs and leveled the 

ground. We grew flowers em sold them wholessle and retail 
on the marke te 

"In oa few years many new houses were buiit in the neigh- 
borhood. So, we built a nice house on that same spot and 
sold the other remaining two lots. 

"Then I rented a flarist shop in a busy sectim of the 
city ami with the help of my boys Nearriea on the business 
for the last ten years." 

Now Mre vasho has en up-to-date private house, consist- 
ing of nine rooms, furnished beautifully with modern furni- 
ture, including the latest improvements, such as, electric 
cooking stove, gas, furnace, avtomtic water heater, radio, 
telephone», shoror-beth, Gebers in fact, everything that is 
necessary to make a confor table hom€e 

His children Aion grown Upe they are all musical. ‘The 
eldest daughter plays the OPE nts radioe The other 
deughter plays the piano. And the boys play the flute and 
cornet. 

His wife is a good soclal warker. She loves to help 
the people who are in need. His nother-in-law is still liv- 


ing} Fae is seventy~five years olf now. fhey support and 
take care of her in her olf agee 


sovit ow dotdw at ata 


edt nia de | 
doen eee fas edunde ‘wo Lie rg tasty oa a | 


of? bofewet Baa adavts edt awed dum k.jmaom oF te aie ¢ id 
ae 


" Sa sae , ‘ = z ; ‘ a ' ‘ 4 
fte¢et Sane eiccoloar mens hica fs egpawkt worry Wines eee, o™! 5 
“gt utes eft mo 


~ > no 
-igies Ome oi §1ig0 ST 9asnd SOX Puen staey wl « ai" . ae 
bas 3 anes tadi ao df ootn os @hicd. oF 408 » boadtod 5 


»atol, ow? gaks ist ‘zadto of? Sis et 


evi wtioes teat os mi qede telmO s dedmet 1 ye) 


wierd edt ty ine ytto 


38D: ; 3 iz 208 ayod yu te ¢ 
",caney ned teal edd wl 
0 : vod e¢eyis eteb-ei-qu om oat of 2m) oS wont | 
oi % jin yiiotitueed bodetaia?t ,.anoos ents to gat 
obts3¢ : 2 ; amt teedel od? gat hulomt ont ‘ 
,olfes , td rctar oksemotue ,TOsttUT. ,28,p iad yaixoos “ef 
ak % . iyrere ,fos% cl , ee 7 ig ers wo ds ». » oaosty bet 
somo alda¢ nolmoo ‘ chan of crasavoen 
ed? »{eotnum {fa ote yert rs: i awoTm, pansy  eethie elk. ae 
sextto ost sothea: edd ap atfov eit exei¢ reddgusb toonke 
‘ : ’ war ne : , aoe 
gue ofult edt yak, ayod olé Bak ,oxatg e@ eyaly tot =: mn ef 


7 tenn 


gfod of seyoL ed> + 78 yon fadoce peon.2 at es om. 
~vif Litte el wate ni» rostou sit Soon ah | 


pias 


Ee wo 3 hore mr m 


ye ri 


ve usd 


They are very glad that they came here before the War stari- 
ed. When they hear what the people of Smyrna had to go through 
during the World War, they consicer themselves very fortunate 


that they escaped just in time and thank frovidence for tie Hr 


miraculous guidance. 
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uf John Dashd has been a resident of San Francisco for 
seventeen years. He is a good citize, having a large family 
which consists of two sons and three daughters. He loves his 
femily and has done everything possible for their support. 

He is fifty-two years old and is still in good health. 
He is known for his hospitality, that being a characteristic 
of Armenians. 

I have been acquainted with him for many years. Some- 
times I go to see him. We talk about the past and the pre- 
sent events, talk of business, depression, and 80 one One 
day, I was so interested in him that I said, (ng. ‘Sania I 
wish you would relate to me the important events of your 
life; how you came to this country and why?" 

He said, "I come from llalatia, a town in Armenia, which 
is noted for its delicious apples and pears. [It is a very 
fruitful place. The houses are surrounded with gardens and 
fruit trees. A clear brook runs through the town, which 
makes the place so fertile. As a yong boy I have climbed 
on many of those trees. I was fond of hunting too. [ al- 
ways accompanied my father and brother, wnenever they went 
fer hunting, with my pet dog. I led a life free of care and 
attended the parish elementary school. 


"But, when I was fifteen, my father died. He was a good 
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builder. We had no mans of support after his death except- 
ing the income from the orchard. So my mother sent me toa 
shoemaker'sS shop as apprentice. I worked for a time, but I 
did not like the sedentary lifee I loved adventuree 50 we 
sold the orchard and the house and went to Aleppo. 

"There, a short time after, I met a family. lirs. Syl- 
via, a widow, with a sm and two daughters. Her son, Simon, 
was a tall, strong young man who was the min support of the 
family. He was a coachman, transporting passengers from Al- 
eppo to Alexandretta, a seaport town on the iiediterranean Sea. 
It has a good harbor, where ships come from different parts of 
Europe, Constantinople, Smyrna, and other seaport towns. 

"J accompanied Simone We had a closed carriage driven by 
four horses. ‘he road was narrow and steep in most places. 

It took us three days to get there. Sometimes we would come 
across @ caravan of camels, led by a man riding on a donkey, 
going slowly with a rhythmic tinkling of bells. When they 
saw the carriage going fast, they would get scared and run in 
all directions. Also we had to take every precaution against 
robbers attacking us. Many a tine, when I heard the whistle 
of the steamers as they left, I was so thrilled that I wished 
to be in one of them sailing away. 


"For nearly three years, I was occupied with that work. 


During that time I got married to Freida, Mrs. Sylvia's daugh- 
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ter, who was a young, healthy girl. She was a good cooke 

"A friend of mine told me about Smyrna, and about the 
opportunities there. So we sold the carriage and the horses 
and went to Smyrna. fhat was in 1901. My mother-in-law 
came with me, with her son and daughter. There we had many 
hardships. I had a little moey on hand, but that was soon 
spent. 

"J had no friends. the people seemed to be selfish 
there. My wife lost her first bewn baby. All troubles came 
together. I had todo something. I got a few tools and 
started to repair shoes. Simon, my brother, was working in 
the vineyards. He was employed by a rich merchant who had 
some device by which he would dry raisins. (The raisins are 
dried in the sun, but when it rains, they turn brown, and lose 
their value.) Simo told me about this machine, so we got a 
machinist and made a small sample that worked perfectly. I 
went to Mr. Whittall, an English merchant who used to export 
figs and raisins from Smyrma. He got very much interested and 
decided to start a plant, the management of which was in my 
hands. Wé had liberal salaries. Soon we made a drier. We 
turned the brown raisins into golden color. 

"Por nearly five years we carried on this business. fhen 


my brother-in-law died of pneumonia. 


"For a year after that, I managed the factory all by myself. 
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We were quite well off and lived comfortably « During my stay 
in Smyrna, I had two daughters and two sons. One of my daugh- 
ters died of cholera, when she was four years old. 

"Mr. Whittall gave up the business because we were not 
allowed to use sulphur in changing the color of the raisins. 

"With the money I had saved, I bought a good vegetable 
garden in one of the suberbs of Smyrna. There was a little 
house in which we lived. Also some nice figs, apricots, and 
plum trees. ‘There were a few grapevines too. In the center 
of the garden there was a windmill which watered the plants. 
We grew tomatoes, eggplants, peppers, onions, turnips, etc. 
We had many chickens too. It was an ideal summer place with 
bathing beaches nearbye Many of our friends liked the place 
so well, that they would come and visit us often. Our minis- 
ter especially, was so fond of the garden that every summer 
he used to come and stay with us. 

"This minister had travelled a lot. He had been to Eng- 
land and Egypte But, then, he wanted to go to America and 
settled dow in California. He had a call from Fresno, so he 
resigned and went. 

A short time after, he got there, he wrote to me about 
California. How there were many raisim, figs and prunes pro- 
duced and that if I mda drier there, I could make a living. 


"Tl understood a little French, but I didn't know a word of 
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English. That was a handicap, just the same i wanted to 
take a chance. So [I sold my vegetable garden. This time 
I wanted to try my fortune in America. [ left my family 
in Smyrna, promising to send fa them as soon as I got 
some prospects there. 

"IT came over to America in 1912, a few months after my 
family came over. 

"A rich Armenian nex chan t became partner with me. we 
started a fruit-drying plant. Later, i started a plant of 
my own in Marysville. I wasn't busy with this work all the 
year round, so I thought it would be better for the children, 
too, if we moved to San Francisco where they could attend 
the school regularly. Because it was a new place for us, we 
had some hardships at first. We mad no friends. Ky wife 
had her fifth child then in San Francisco. 

"We had to start all over again, because | had lost 
practically all i had in the business. 1 struggled hard to 
made a living. i started to sell flowers to private custom- 
ers. In this way, I was able to support my family. A few 
years afterwards my daughter graduated and took a business 
course in Heald's Business College for a year. Afterwards, 
she got a position as a bookkeeper and typist. ‘hat was a 
great help to use Soon, we moved to a better house and in 


a few years we saved som money and bought a big lot in West 
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Portal. There was a cottage on it, in which we lived. fhe 


place was rough and stony, full of shrubs and weeds. With 

the help of my sons, I cut down the shrubs and leveled the 

ground. We grew flowers am sold them wholesale and retail 
on the market. 

"In a few years many new houses were built in the neigh- 
borhood. So, we built a nice house on that same spot and 
sold the other remaining two lots. | 

"Then I rented a florist shop in a busy sectim of the 
city aml with the help of my boys I carried on the business 
for the last ten years." 

son(uy? ‘bashs) bas an up-to-date private house, consist- 
ing of nine rooms, furnished beautifully with modern furni- 
ture, including the latest improvements, such as; electric 
cooking stove, gas, furnace, automatic water heater, radio, 
telephone, shower-bath, etc.; in fact, everything that is 
necessary to make a comfortable homee 

His children are grown upe they are all musical. ‘the 
eldest daughter plays the violin on the radio. the other 
daughter plays the piano. And the boys play the flute and 
cornet. 

His wife is a good social waker. She loves to help 
the people who are in need. . His mother-in-law is still liv- 


ing. She is seventy-five years old now. fhey support and 


take care of her in her old age. 
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They are very glad that they came here before the War start- 
ed. When they hear what the people of Smyrna had to go through 
during the World War, they consider themselves very fortunate 


that they escaped just in time and thank Providence for His 


miraculous guidance. 
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Myre John Dasho has been a resident of San Francisco for 
seventeen years. He is a good citizen, having a large family 
which consists of two sons ami three deughierse He loves his 
femily and has done everything possible for their support. 

- He is fifty-two years old and is still in good hesith. 
He is mown for his hospitality, that being a characteristic 
of Armenians. 

I have been acquainted with him for many years. Some- 
times I go to see him. We talk about the past and the pre- 
sent events, talk of busineas, depression, and se one One 
day, I was so interested in him that I said, "Nr. Dasao, I 
wieh you would relate to me the important events of your 
life; how you came to this country and why;" 

He said, “I come from Vaelatia, a tovm in Armenia, which 
is noted for its delicious apples and pearse It is a very 
fruitful place. ‘The houses are surrounded with gardens and 
fruit trees. A Clear brook runs through the town, which 
makes the place so fertile. As a young boy I have climbed 
on many of those trees. I was fond of hunting teo. I al- 
ways accompanied my father and brother, vhenever they went 
-Rer wanting, with my pet dag. I led a life free of care and 
attended the parish elementary school. 

"But, when I was fifteen, ay father died. He was a good 
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bailder. We had ne weans of support after his death execept- 
ing the income from the orchards So ny mother sent me to & 

shoemaker’s shop as apprentices. I worked for e time, but I 

aid not like the seiqtary life. I loved adventure. ‘So we 

aold the orchard ani the howe ani went to Aleppo. 

"There, a short tinue after, I met e—fembaee Ors, Syle 
via, a widow, i ig bud ‘vo daughters. Her son, Simon, 
was a tall, strong young man who was the min support of the 
family. He we a Goacimen, transporting passengers from Ji- 
eppo to Alexandretia, a seaport town on the Vediterrancan Seas 
It has «a good harbor, where ships come from differmt pertse of 
Europe, Gonstantinople, Sayrna, and other seaport towns. 

"J accompanied Simone eq had a closed carriage driven by 
four horses. The road was narrow ani steep in moat places. 
it tock ua three days to get there. ‘Sometimes wa would come 
across a caravan of camels, led by a man riding on «a donkey, 
going slowly with a rhythmic tinkling of btelis. when they 
saw the carriage going fast, they would ¢6% acared and run in 
all directions. Also we lad to take every precaution against 
robbers attacking uae Many a tice, when I heerd the whistle 
of the steamers as they left, I was ho thrilled that 1 wished 
to be in ome of them sailing away. 

"Por nearly three years, 1 was otcupied with that works 


During that time I got married to Freida, tres Sylvia's daugh- 
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ter, who was a young, healthy girl. She was a good cooks 

"4 fimiend of mine told me about Smyrna, ani about the 
opportunities theres So we scold the carriage ani the horses 
and went to Smyrnase That was in 1901. My mother-in-law 
came with me, with her son and deughter. There we had many 
hardships. I had a little money on hand, but that wae soon 
spent. 

"I had no friends. the people seemed to be selfish 
theres. My wife lost her first born babys All troubles came 
togethers I had to do something. I got a few tools and 
started to reyeir oeS. Simm, my brother, ms working in 
the vineyards, Jie wes employed by a rich merchant who had 
some device by whieh he waild dry raisins. (‘the raisins are 
G@ried@ in the sun, but when 1t rains, they turn brown, and lose 
their value.) Sina told me about this machine, so we got a 
machiniat andi made a exuall sample that worked perfectly. I 
went to ire Whitteall, an English merchant who used te export 
figs and raisins from Snyrm. He got very much interested and 
decided to start a pliant, the mamgenent of which was in ny 
hands. wW@ had liberal salaries. Soon we made a driers ie 
turned the brown raisins into golden color. 

"Por nearly five years we carried on this business. ‘Then 
my brother-in-law died of pneuwnmias 


"Vor a year after that, I managed the factory all by myself. 
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We were quite well off and lived comfortably. During my etay 
in Smyrna, I head two daughters ana two somse One of my daugh- 
ters died of cholera, when she was four years olde 

"Nre Whitteall seve up the business beceuse we were not 
allowed to use sulphur in changing the color of the raising. 

"With the money I hed saved, I bought « good vegetable 
gerden in one of the suberbds of Smyrnae There we ea little 
house in which we lived. Aso som nice figs, apricots, ang 
plum trees. ‘There were a few grapevines too. In the center 
of the gerden there was a vinimill whieh watered the plantse 
We grow tomatoes, eggplents, peppers, onions, , arnt pe p etew 
We head many chickens too. It me an ides] senmer place with 
bathing beaches nearby. Many of cor friends like@ the place 
sO woll, that they would com ani visit us often. Cur minis- 
ter especially, was so fond of the gerden thet every summer 
he used te come and stay with use 

"This minister hed tmvelled a lote He hed been to Mnge . 
jam en Seypte ut, ther, he wanted to go to American and 
sethied Gowm in Califomin«. He hed a call from Presne, so he 
resigned and wonte 

& short time aftar. he got thers, he wrote to me ebout 
Californians How there ware many raisire, figs and prunes pro- 
anced and that if I m@ a arice there, I cowlé make a living. 
"J understood a little French, but I didn't know a word of 
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Englishe That was a handicap, just the same i wanted to 
take a chancee So I sold my vegetable garden. This time 
I wanted to try my fortune in America. I left ay family 
in Smyrna, promising to send far them as soon as { got 
some jtospects there. Oud lati 

"I came over to Anerica in pga Ye few months -atter my 
family cam ovéere 

"A wich Armenian cerchant eome, surtans wi-thmer—we oi. lo 
started a fruitedrying plant. later, I started a plant of 
my own in Marysville. I wasn't busy with thie work all the 
yoar rand, so I thought it would be better for the children, 
too, if we soved to San Prancisco where they could attend 
4m@ school regularly. LSecmse it was a new place for us, we 
had some hardshizpe at firste ‘je md no friendse ly wife 
had her fifth child then in San rrancisco. | 

"We had to start all over again, because 1 had lost 
practically @ll i had in the business. i struggled hard to 
mde a livinge 1 Started to sell flowers to pivate custon- 
erie in this my, I was able to support my family. A few 
years afterwards my daughter graduated ami took a business 
course in Heald's Business College for a year. Afterwards, 
she got a position as « bookkeeper and typist. That was a 
great help to use Soon, we moved to a better house and in 


a few years we saved som money and bought a big lot in west 
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Portel. There was a cottage on it, in which we livede The 
place was rougi and stony, full of shrubs and weedse With 
the help of my sons, 1 cut down the shrubs and leveled the 
grounde we grew flowers ami sold them wholesale and retail 
on the marke te | 

"In a few years many new houses were built in the neigh- 
borhood.s So, we built a nice house on that same spot and 
sold the other remaining tw lots. | 

"Then 1 rented a fla@ist shop in a busy section of the 
city ani with the help of ay boys i joarried on the business 


for the last ten years." 


Now Ii. vasho has an up-to-date private house, consist- 
ing of nine rooms, furnished beautifully with modern furni- 


. fare, including the latest improvasents, such ss, electric 


cooking stove, gas, furnace, sutomtic water heater, radio, 
telephone y shorer=ba thy .ocew; in fact, everything that is 
necessary to mke comfortable homes 

His children LS Upe They are ali musical. ‘The 
eldest deghter plays the violin on the radios ‘Zhe other 
deughter plays the piano. And the boys play the flute and 
cornet. : 

His wife isa good social wacker. She loves to help 
the —— who are in need. His mother-in-law is still liv- 


ings fre is seventy-five years olf now. ‘they support and 
take care of her in her olf age. 
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They are very glad that they cane here before the Wer start- 

ea. When they hear what the people of Snyrna hed to go through 
during the Yorld wer, they consicer themeelves very fortunate 
that they escaped just in time and thank irovidence for ie hw 
miraculous guidance. 
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Mr. Yervent Agamian is a tall, well-built mane. Although 
he is an old man who ms seen sixty-seven suwiumers, gm he car- 
ries himself well. He is a bachelor retired from business < 
¥e lives all by himself, but a, oe company and has many 
friends. He is me of the oldest, Arnenian immigrants thet “> o 
have settled on the west coast of the United States. Mre Aga- 
mian has spent most of his life in Sen Franciscoe He too, like 
others, has tad ups and downs in his life, years of prosperity 
as well as misfortune. At present he lives on his savingse 

Mre Y« Agamian was born Roe sgatari , penta ey ae « After 
finishing the course of the Jor ish fismentary fenool, he entered 
the Central High School in Constantinople, from which he gradu- 
ated successfully, leving mastered and acquired a thorough know- 
ledge of the Armenian, Turkish, French and English languages. ~ 
He was a brilliant stui@t, so afte his graduation he taught in 
the Esayian School fa@ two years. 

He was unfortumte enough to lose his father at the age of 
fifteen. In 19887, when he was nineteen, he bade farewell to his 
mother and two sisters in Constantinople and went to Venice to 
study in order to become a phiendnd In Venice, there is an Ar« 

Wem Lets 


oP ORAS T 
menian Catholic eemveni, the fedtewems of which are called Mghi- 
Wolds te? 
terians. In this p ethan Live some retired clergymen. ‘There is 
\awge 
a bie library where many ancient Armenian historical and classi- 
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cal writings are preserved. it is a sort of museum. In times 
of war it wasn't safe to keep any velwble books in Turkey so 
they were preserved in Venice. Hre Agiamian stayed here for two 
years, but the quiet life didn't sean to agree with him. He 


Wa6 TRS be ed 
P\ ae all the tine, but instead, he -~wm#ed—to laugi, and 
eds 


CLL) treet So 
Men aatety 
Afterwards, he left the ss Lk and went to London. He 
WHY 


had a cousin in Calmitta, India, were te was a merchant. He 
had heard that this cousin md no momey before and had gone to 
a. 

india by working on lw sitcamer. He too, had no money and want- 

ed %o follow his cousin's example. So he went to the steamship 

company and represented himself as a fireman. He had never done 

that work end he thought it was an easy job. The company accept- 
a O\l the way 

ed him on condition that he would work as, fireman to 


\ 
Indias When he boarded the steamer a wae led to the lower part 
here he fovnd 4a neety 
of the steamer, to the engine rooms tro herp 
Yelper, 
He was told thas he had to-sleep in the ae. berth and eat 


the heeta a Wel 
with 5 & the same table.» This work was very #eé for him, but 


ne was obliged to do it as he had no fire. 
The journey lasted a whole mmth. They mssed the Mediter-~ 

vanean 5ea, Suez Canal, the ked Sea, and, mtering the Indian 

ocean, ata st reached Calcutta, india.» On the way, as they 


is Close 
passed the Red Sea, the heat was unbearable, because it fells 


as) 
x the equator. Ir. Agamian suffered very much from the heat. 


pomls al sures No-dsen 2 at tt” stern ot 
os you? cl mloed elvariay yas quel of Oise tixuge 82 caw ap 
g oar tae - 
if 2 ned Soyste satammys oe dll ected re 
Leg pureinreterdtp re re. + StHey 


oT a teamed inate ie acle od ah 


“estan ment 
eis weer ed dow Dag frowned sdf ther we hibit 


ON Wh .4 
Oh: -traibiem 2 Gow ot wrese .4 Eint ati woLs0 mt sdaivoe’ 0 Bi 
t egy, bad ban: exoted oc iaealinieadienge abit 9 ast brmert Bist ws 


tow, hae yore om Bad: ,oot ox » tenaed o odd to Sattape ys ated 


iesesgn eit of trem at oF  eolqudie e's Lawen abt wortot ot be 
BD: seroa- bab 08 » eaert SE: 3 ea Useuts bedmenpater Bins yigAde 

agene est dob yeas ce aew oh saheo ct it ne sabi saat 
pocasalt ‘wedont? aa drow htsow “eit tod io Wy tbateo “no nt be 


SOREL vines eripesiy aly sneer 


Foor & Antes Of 8S 


oa 


| oes eatgae ‘ade GY xetinate ea” 
Hs SO en at 08: Daa tt BOD Hin 
| aid tot Sek yxey now daow atde > oEGef ‘Giada ¢ 
eat HS 21% ' eet of bad ws sin Sh of Sanh to 
tiieN.odt boceay yed? .Atae eLode s-bodsat yaameot oft»: 

ce a nt inn A de tl 


+ 
= 


Co a eS 
. yada. gow ent 20° Boomibomrnm 2 | 
Po : - 4 7 
eliom td Baas hsecerine wale sew os 


ff 
©) ) 


Want- 
After they landed in india, Me. Agamian didn't-tike to 


Stay theres sor Atiar a short time, with two other friends as 
companions, he took a steamer bound for Australia. This time, 
again, having no fare, they had to work on the steamer. After 
working a few days, tey refused to do the hard work assigned 
to theme So the captain became very angry at their behavior 
and strictly ordered thet no food should be given to them, ex~ 
cept a few crackers, so thai they shouldn't starve. The cap- 
tain even threatened to desert them om a desolate island. But. 
fortunately he didn't carry out his plans. 

In the msantime those three young travellers were think- 
ing of pe RL sal ~ honge®s At last they succeeded. 
They had with them some Egyptian tobacco. in the steamer all 
the crew as well as the cook were Indians end they were crazy 
for that kind of tobacco. So Agamian and his friends gave some 
tobacco to the cook and waiters and in return An 
food éveryday. Natwally, this was kept secret from the captain, 
-Whe was surprized that they weren't sorry and were still not 
willing to works. On the contrary, he noticed that they seemed 
happy and full of Sain rteking in every sort of amusement, sing- 
ing and dancinuge 

One day, there was a tm quarrel setween the captain and 
the Indian workers. The Indians attacked the captein with clubs 


and Knives and threatened to kill him. So, Agamian's friend, a 
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strong youth, bravely attacked the Indians ani disarmed them, 
thus saving the Gaptain’s life. From that time on, the cap- 
tain became friendly to peut three Armenian travellers and 
commanded the cook so feed them generously. 

that tedicus journey lasted oné and a half months. And 
at last they reached Melbourne, Australia and from there went 
to Brisbane. Wr. Agamian lived there five years doing od4@ jobs, 
om, working as a peddler, ani saved enougn money to come to Ame- 
ricae So; foce more, he took the steamer from Australia and 
came to San Francisco. There were a few Armenians here at that 
oo Qa Lath. 

At first he got a job waking in the Turkish Betre. He 
Gid that fora good tany years and saved some money. Afterwards 
he learned that an Armenian merchant, lire Arakelian, was growe- 
ing watermelons ami uusk melons and shipping them to different 
parts of the country. ‘his man lived in Turlock. lr. Agamian 
became his partner ami he was sent to the important cities dur 
ing-the-secsar, sud as Onehay Chicago, eben, as representative 
of the Fruit Growers’ Assodgiation. le continued in this busi- 
ness for a long timeée 

| Woma vr 

Mie. Agamian's sister was a beautiful young eds. She 

wished to come to America because the Turks were massacring the 


ask 
Avuenians in the interior towns of furkey. She wrote ty eae 


brother to help her come over. It was very hard to get a pass- 
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port for her, because the Turkish government was very strict 
then and they didn't allow anyone to leave the country. So 
Mre Agamian wrote a letter to the American Consulate in Con- 


stantinople to help his sista get a passport. athast he 
T Ametic % : 


succeeded, jit his sister Rosa came orem He was ver eee 
¢ 
to see his sister after mny years of separation. “ale Sever 


stayed a few weeks in the YelleCeAc 

Mr, Arakelian, hie, weiiaaitaitiae kingy as he was called, 
leamed of Rosa's arrivale He got acquainted with her and 
decided to marry her. A few years after lire Agemian's mother 
and eldest sister came overe fhey lived happily for a short 
time, but his mother died a few years after she came over and 
his sister, not being strong, passed amay too. So he remained 
all alone againe | 

His sister is well off. She lives in Turlock. She-ter= Hee 
Aonyaeom up ani becom a big man. Iie Arakelian, his bro- 
ther-in-law is deade His son Harry carries on the business 
‘emt he hee started. 

Mrs Agemian has retired from business now, because he is 
hy PES He invests some money in the stock exthange. 
He complains of some at nents sy; has been to many doctors, 
but without any relief. He has rheumatiom and kidney trouble. 
He tells of his past experiences ina very interesting wey a “ee 


has a very good memory. In scompny sometimes he recites, with 
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great spirit, excerpts from Shakespeare. It is surprizing 
to see how well he remembers every detail. When the osce- 
sion comes, he will dance. He adapts himself to every kind 
of environment. 

He takes gooi care of himself, lives a simple, temper- 
ate life, abstaining from any kind of food or liquor which 
would be injurious to his health. 

He is a philanthropist, giving always very generously 
for many charitable purposes. Any one who appeals to him 
for help, FEN a If he has not the money 
scl, tins sells seiblah eli can anh Sabhends anti ategs Weir 

He was an English citizen in Anstralia. But as soon 
as he came to San Franciseo, he became an American ci ti- 
gen. He has lived a very useful life and has been a bless- 
ing to the community. He has become a good example and 
inspiration to many young people who follow his advice as 
that of a true, loyal citizen. 

Mr. Agamian has travelle@ a great deal. He has seen 
many other countries and forms of government. He likes 
this coumtry, which he has adopted, best of all because it - 
is an ideal place to live with its just form of zovernment. 
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Mre Yervant Agamian is 6 tall, well-built san. <Aithough 
he is an old man who ms seen sixty-seven summers, Gey he car- 
ries himself well. He is a badielor retired from business. 

lives all by hinself, but he likes company and has many 
friendse He i me of the ondest, !sonsan immigrants sheet \WO2 
have settled on the west coast of the United Statese re Agne 
mian has spent most of his fe in Sen Frencisco.e He too, Like 
others, has tad ups and downs in his life, years of prosperity 
as well as misfortunee At present he lives on his savings. 

Vre Ye Agamian was born in spatari » Constantinople.e After 
finishing the course of the farish flsuenary Jenool, he entered 
the Central High School in Constantinople, from which he gradu- 
ated successfully, tmaving mstered and acquired a thorough know- 
ledge of the Armenian, Turkish, French and Suglish lancuages . 
He was a brilliant stuient, so afte his graduation he taught in 
the Esayian School fa@ two years. 

He was unfortuwmte enough to lose his father at the age of 
fifteen. In 1887, when he was nineteen, he bade farewell to his 
mother and tw sisters in Constantinople and went to Yenise to 
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monian Catholic eenvent, the fettewers of wiich are called yghi- 


tarians.se In this convent live some retired clergymen. there is 
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cal writings are preserved. It is a sort of museume in times 
of war 1t wasn't safe to keep eny valwable books in furkey so 
they were preserved in Venice. mere Agamian stayed here for two 
years, but the quiet life didn't sean to agree with hime He 
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r SvP POLLS to be sober all the time, but instead, he us<ce—te laugi, and 
So poner 

| Wipnd stcyy 

Afterwerds, he left the somvent ani went to iondon. He 
hed a cousin in Calmtta, India, wrere he was a merchant. He 
had heard that this cousin md no momey before and bad gone to 

Cit. ms 
india by working on bee steamer. He too, had no money and want- 
ed to follow his cousin's example. So he went to the steamship 
company and represented himself as a firemane He had never dons 
that work and he thought it was an easy job. ‘the company accept- 
| Qe Gl the war 
ead him on conditian that he would work as fireman toseevel—40 +O 
In@iae ‘when he boarded the steamer he was led to the lower ;sart 
| he Sound i! DET, 
of the steamer, to the engine roome There mas,® Negro fh 
irs” He was told that he lad te sleep in the same berth and eat 
wh 6. Nero hard 
with wen % the same table. This work was very hed for him, but 
he was obliged tc do it as he had no are. 

The journey lasted a wiole mmth. ‘they messed the lhediter- 
ranean Sea, Suez Canal, the Hed Sea, and, entering the Indian 
ocean, ctpe ot reached Caleutta, indiase On the way, aS they 

1% Close 
passed the Red Sea, the heat was unbearable, because it teake 


at? the equator. re Agamian suffered very much from the heat. 
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After they lended in India, Mr. Aagamian senna cena 
stay theres JB eve a short time, with two other frienis as 
ecoupanions, he took a steamer bound for Australias fhis time, 
again, having no fare, they had to work on the steamers After 
working a few days, they refused to do the ard work assigned 
to them. ‘So the captain became very angry at their behavior 
ami strictly ordered that no foced should be given to then, ex- 
cept a few cracrers, Go that they shouldn't starve. fhe cape 
tain sven threatened to desert them a a desolate island. But 
fortunately he didn't carry out his plans. | 

Leas ryan are a - — young travellers were think« 
ing oee-teviee-meb ta ate ef tanget. At last they succeeded. 
They had with them some Sgypiian tobacco. in the steamer all 
the crew as wellas the cook ware Indians eng they were crazy 
for that kind of tobacco. So Agamian and his friends gave seme 
febacco to the cook ani waiters end in return Aa 
food everyday. Naturally, this was kept secret from the captain, 
who wag surprifod that they weren't sorry and were still not 
willing to Gt On the cmitrary, he noticed that they seemed 
happy and full eS cal teas in every satt of amusement, sing-+ 
ing and daneinge 

One day, there Was a Shy quarre] between the captain and 
the Indian workers. The Indians aitacked the captain with clubs 


and Imives and threatened to kill hims So, Agamiants friend, a 
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strong youth, bravely attacked the Indians ani disarmed them, 
thus saving the Gaptein’s life. from that tine m, the cap- 
tain became friendly te Gear theee Aartenian travellers and 
commanded the cook to feed them generously. | 

That tedious jourmy lasted oie and a half months. And 
at last they reached Melbourne, Aw tralia and from there went 
to Brisbane. ire Agamian lived there five years doing odd jobs % 
oe sel as a peddler ami saved enougi money to come to sme- 
ricae 26, Qace more, he took the steamer from Australia and 
came to San Francisco. There were a few irmenians here at that 
time. 

AG first he got a job waking in jie Turkish Zine. ne 
@id that for a good many years anid saved some money. Afterwards 
he learned that an Aruenian merclant, Ure Arakelian, was grow- 
ing watermelons ani susk melons aud shipping them to different 
parts of the country. ‘This tan lived in Turlock. Ure Agamian 
becane his partner anl he ms — +o the important cities dure 
ing the seasm, such as Ouahay Chisago ever, as representative 
of the Pruit Growers’ Assogiatimi.e He continued in this busi- 
ness for a long time. | 

Ir. Agamian's sister ms a beautiful pda ie She 
wished to come to America because the Turks were massa the 
Arasnians in the interior towns of Turkey. She wrote rs 


brother to help her come over. It me very bard to get a pass- 
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port for her, because the Turkish government was very strict 
then ami they didn't allow anyone to leave the country. Se 
ive Agamian wrote a letter to the American Consulate in Cone 
stantinople te heip his sista get a passporte Atlast he 
succeeded « his sister Rosa came overe He was very glad 
te see his sister after mny years of separation. vie 
stayed a few weeks in A YelieSeAs 

Ete Arakelian, the watermelon kings he was called, 
leamedéd of Rosa's arriwale He got acquainted with her and 
decided to marry hers A few years after lire Agamian's mother 
and eldest sister came overe fhey lived bappily for a4 short 
time, but his mother died a few years after she came over and 
his sister, not being strong, paesed avmmy too. So he remained 
all alone ageine 

fs sister is well off. She lives in Turlock. sets the 9 
fp gon also up ani becom a big mne Is Arakelian, his bro- 

saoliaiei is deade His son Harry carrics on the business 
Pk we had started. 

Mr. Agemian has retired from business now, because he is 
not 76 Jetrong » He invests 279,09 y in the stock exchange. 
He complains of sone ad inen ts has been to many doctors, 
bus without any relief. He ms rheumatiom and kidney trouble. ” 
He tells of his past experiences in a very interesting way y ji 

has a very good memory. In comyeny sometimes he recites, vith 
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great spirit, excerpts from Shakespeare. It is surprizing 
to see how well he remenbers every detail. When the occa- 
sion comes, he will dance. He adapts himself to every kind 
of environment. | 

He takes good care of himself, lives a simple, temper- 
ate life, abstaining from any kind of food or liquor which 
would be injurious to his health. 

He is a philanthropist, giving always very gonerously 
for many charitable poses. Any one who appeals te hin 
for help, 18 not, refused, If he has not the money 
himself, he world take up a collection and help mt. 

He was an English citizen in Australia. But as soon 
as he came to Sen Francisco, he became an American citi- 
zen. Ue has lived a very useful life and has been a bless- 
ing to the commumity. He has become a good example and 
inspiration te many young people who follow his advice as 
that of a true, loyal citizen. 

Mrs Agumian has travelled a great deal. Ue has seen 
many other countries end forms of government. He likes 
this country, which he has adopted, best of all because if - 
is an ideal place to live with ite just form of governamt. 


guisingme ef ¢2 -Leqectad® wowk stqsooxe chkahge sa0%y 
~abeo eft sede okbatah Woe Se ee ee 
oh ee ot Seema eet 
; <a 

<qagesd «niente wuneil i £ (2nd 20 one $009 ah OE 
dotiiy soeat ve boot Yo bald yas eA patainbele ABLE oh 
pre ey “ihdaed 94 ot cpeeaat tae 
cinvozedng Yew syria ateda .telgoitanLtie © aia 7 7 
mis ot oLeergs ode Quo wth, - ope te ines ete © 
eigen ac? san ad eit 21, sboanen glen Blule 2 eles wet 
rim qfedt Das mostdakion~n qa oda? Bisow ad owes 

moos Be a -siteniegs Si sexta da blast ae. oem 9 
“tig uaditemd aa cased od yoossnatht at OP agama te: 
<“URALS 8: ARE Ont. Spe WRAL Letnen yueY ©. SRURE ONE AE: 2 BE 
-— fae oignace fgoy a demoed Bek OF Pinay ait of pat 
ca fecha hod aay aigons ana, yam oF ama ss 
/ eae an ~sohtdde Lave .ewd 20 Jah 

geen Bar oli feed ta07y 2 BeLlovent gat molnaga ott 
eoulf of . »tasumtereg, to am} ut aeiatmme saber yam 
"2 gansoed f6 2e deed beteobe ant og doen. watemee Nias wie 
tome res fant, OY tte hot a 


~ =e ory 
: = ee —— a - a a ¥ 
an “he aiagee 2» ae oe aoe iw nod 
3 = 
* 45 ' 2 < = ; “ Ce oe Sp & re ae on 
= ae OP - $44 ait aa aie 


rs. ante 7. a eer (og ada a en ips ft ‘gig 


aa 
a oe . 


Oe 

Bs a Aganian\is a tall, well-built man. Although 
he is an ola man woo has seen sixty-seven summers, yet he car- 
ries himself well. He is a bamelor retired from business. 
He lives all by himself, but he likes company and has many 
friends. He is me of the oldest Armenian immigrants the? 
“eve settled on the west coast of the United States. ir. Qo 
Dien-tas spent most of his life in San Francisco. He too, like 
others, has had ups and downs in his life, years of prosperity 
as well as misfortune. At present he lives on his savingse 

ae . Agamian) was born in Secutari, Constantinople. After 
finishing the course of the Parish Elementary School, he entered 
the Central High School in Constantinople, from which he gradu- 
ated successfully, having mastered and acquired a thorough know- 
ledge of the Armenian, turkish, French and English languages. 
He was a brilliant student, so aft@ his graduation he taught in 
the Esayian School f@ two years. 

He was unfortunate enough to lose his father at the age of 
fifteen. In 1887, woen he was nineteen, he bade farewell to his 
mother and two sisters in Constantinople and went to Venice to 
study in order to become a bishop. in Venice, there is an Ar- 
menian Catholie convent, the followers of wnich are called highi- 


tarians. In this convent Live some retired clergymen. ‘there is 


a big library where many ancient Armenian historical and classi- 
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cal writings are preserved. It is a sort of museum. in times 
of war it wasn't safe to keep any valwable books in turkey so 
they were preserved in Venice. wr (\\agamian) stayed here for two 
years, but the quiet life didn't sea to agree with him. He 
had to be sober all the time, but instead, he used to laugh and 
talk sometimes. 

Afterwards, he left the convent and went to London. He 
had a cousin in Calcutta, india, \waere-he-wes(a merchant} He 
had heard that this cousin had no money before and had gone to 
India by working on the steamer. He too, had no money and want- 
ed to follow his cousin's example. So he went to the steamship 
company and represented himself as a fireman. He had never done 
that work and he thought it was an easy job. ithe company accept- 
ed him on condition that he would work as fireman to travel to 
India. When he boarded the steamer he was led to the lower part 
of the steamer, to the engine room. ‘There was a Negro to help 
hime He was told that he had to sleep in the same berth and eat 
with him at the same table. Yhis work was very nel for him, but 
he was obliged to do it as he had no feree 

The journey lasted a whole moth. fhey yassed the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, Suez Canal, the Ked Sea, and, entering the Indian 
Ocean, atlast reached Calcutta, india. On the way, as they 


passed the Red Sea, the heat was unbearable, because it falls 


on the equator. ua. \Aganian\puttered very much from the heat. 
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After they landed in si Neda like to 
Stay there. So after a short time, with two other friends as 
companions, he took a steamer bound for Australia. ‘his time, 
again, having no fare, they had to work on the steamer. After 
working a few days, they refused to do the hard work assigned 
to them. So the captain became very angry at their behavior 
and strictly ordered that no food should be given to them, ex- 
cept a few crackers, so that they atiowndin & starve. ‘fhe cap- 
tain even threatened to desert them m a desolate island. But 
fortunately he didn't carry out his plans. 

in the meantime those three young travellers were think- 
ing of a device not to suffer hunger. At last they succeeded. 
They had with them some Egyptian tobacco. in the steamer all 
the crew as well as the cook were Indians and they were crazy 
for that kind of tobacco. So Agamian and his friends gave some 
tobaceo to the cook and waiters and in return they were getting 
food everyday. Naturally, this was kept secret from the captain, 
who was surprized that they weren't sorry and were still not 
Willing to work. On the contrary, he noticed that they seemed 
happy and full of pep, yartaking in every sart of amusement, sing- 
ing and dancinge 

One day, there was a big quarrel between the captain and 


the Indian workers. ‘he Indians attacked the captain with clubs 
A Ve 


“y if % \ 
and knives and threatened to kill him. So,(Agamian's) friend, a 
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strong youth, bravely attacked the Indians and disarmed them, 
thus saving the captain's life. from that time on, the cap- 
tain became friendly to those three Armenian travellers and 
commanded the cook to feed them generously. 

That tedious journey lasted one and a half months. And 
at last they reached Melbourne, Australia and from there went 
to Brisbane. nor «Again lived there five years doing odd jobs 
or working as a peddler andi saved enough money to come to Ame- 
ricae So, oce more, he took the steamer from Australia and 
came to San Francisca. There were a few Armenians here at that 
time. 

At first he got a job waking in the Turkish Baths. He 
did that fora good many years and saved some money. Afterwards 
he learned that an Armenian merchant, Mr. Arakelian, was grow- 


ing watermelons and musk melons and shipping them to different 


Ar ir »\ 
parts of the country. This man lived in Turlock. Mr. (|Agamian\ | 


became his partner am he was sent to the important cities dur- 
ing the seasm, suc as Omaha, Chicago, etce, as representative 
of the Fruit Growers' Association. He continued in this busi- 
ness for a jong time. 
deen 
Mr (dgamian's) Sister was a beautiful young lady. She 
Wished to come to America because the Turks were massacring the 


Armenians in the interior towns of Turkey. She wrote to her 


brother to help her come over. it was very hard to get a pass- 
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port for her, because the turkish government was very strict 
then and they didn't allow anyone to leave the country. So 
HES Se a letter to the American Consulate in Con- 
stantinople to help his sistas get a passport. Atlast he 
succeeded. And his sister Rosa came over. He was very glad 
to see his sister after many years of separation. His sister 
stayed a few weeks in the Y.W.C.A. 

Mr. Arakelian, the watermelon king, as he was called, 
leamed of Rosa's arrival. He got acquainted with her and 
decided to marry her. A few years after i pace Res mother 
and eldest sister came over. They lived happily for a shart 
time, but his mother died a few years after she came over and 
his sister, not being strong, passed away too. So he ere ve 
all alone again. 

His sister is well off. She lives in Turlock. She has 
&@ son grown up am become a big man. Mr. Arakelian, his bro- 
ther-in-law is dead. His son Harry carries on the business 
that he ne Started. 

Mr. Ae retired from business now, because he is 
not so strong. He invests some money in the stock exchange. 
He complains of some ailments. He has been to many doctors, 
but without any relief. He has rheumatism and kidney trouble. 
He telis of his past experiences in a very interesting way. He 


has a very good memory. In company sometimes he recites, with 
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great spirit, excerpts from Shakespeare. It is surprizing 
to see how well he remembers every detail. When the occa- 
Sion comes, he will dance. He adapts himself to every kind 
of environment. 

He takes good care of himself, lives a simple, temper- 
ate life, abstaining from any kind of food or liquor which 
would be injurious to his health. 

He is a philanthropist, giving always very generously 
for many charitable purposes. Any one who appeals to him 
for help, he woud not refuse. If he has not the money 
himself, he hie take up a collection and help out. 

He was an English citizen in Australia. But as soon 
as he came to San Francisco, he became an American citi- 
zen. He has lived a very useful life and has been a bless- 
ing to the community. He has become a good example and 
inspiration to many young people who follow his advice as 
that of a true, loyal citizen. 

ur .(Agemian) has travelled a great deal. He has seen 
many other eausitaioe and forms of government. He likes 
this country, which he has adopted, best of all because it 


is an ideal place to live with its just form of government. 
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Me. Misak Katchian is about forty-five. His brother 
John is thirty-five. These two brothers live and work 
together in San Francisco. 

They come from Sis, in Cilicia. Sis, Adana and far- 
sus are situated near the southern coast of Asia Minor. 
Mersin is the ayer: port town. Taurus, the Great Moun- 
tain Chain, is pa this part of the country. Sis is 
surrounded by mountains, but Adana is situated in a plain 
region where many vineyards with their regular lines of 
grape vines make a picturesque view. There are many kinds 
of fruit trees as well. 

fhe Armenian Apostolic Church has four centers for 
the patriarchate. They are the following towns; Etch- 
Miatzin, which means "Christ came down" in Armenian, Con- 
stantinople, Jerusalem and Sis. In each of these four ci- 
ties, there is a monastery om—m=comvemt where students 
are prepared for the pri ret, eggrh vigioseas may marry 
but the bishops may — Thay bake to follow the rule of 
celibacy, so that wing” may be able to devote all enet? 
wliSé to spiritual purposes. 

Although Mr. Katchian was born in Sis, he Res spent 
his childhood in Adana and was educated there. He could 


understand very little English when he came to America, 
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but now he has increased his knowledge of the language so 
mach that he can read the newspapers and understand practi- 
cally everything. 

He was only eighteen years old when he came to this 
country. First, he stayed in New York and worked as a 
peddler. He used to roast chestmts m one side of a push 
IAA S the other side he a OS cards and other 
small articles. He did this for some time. 

He had a rich uncle, in Montreal, Canada, whose name 
was Davis. This uncle was a rug merchant and had a fac- 
tory for cleaning and repairing as a ater ail oe per was an 
expert in oriental rugs. So Misak went to Montreal to 
work with his uncle. A few years afterwards his brother 
John came also and started to work with him. 

Ever since then, tha at two brothers have always work- 
ed together and lived together. They have had no separate 
accounts. They love and respect one another, in fact, they 
have never had any disagreement. 

. There two brothers worked steadily for six years and 
saved some money. Afterwards Davis gave up the business 
and went to San Francisco where he established a rug fac- 
tory for a big firm. The boys stayed in Montreal. Toge- 
ther they started an ice-cream and lunch counter near the 
station, a very busy spot, especially when the steamers 
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left or arrived. Their business was very success 
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Once this ot tl with another ROL came through 
the roof and stole eighty dollars tron Sete “pocket while Mi- 
sak was sleeping soundly, being dead Masts In the morn- 
ing, when Misak and his brother went to open the store, 
they noticed that the money was gone. They knew who had 
done it. They suspected that boy. They wat to court, the 
boy's friend confessed that they had done it together, but 
they couldn't get the money back. 

When Davis had established his rug factory in San Fran- 
cisco, he sent for them. ‘So they came to San Francisco and 
worked with their uncle for several years and saved a con- 
siderable amount of money. 

Then the firm failed. Davis went to another state, 
where he died. Misak and John rented a store at the beach 
and made waffles. They continued this for two years and 
then gave it up, because Misak, standing all day in the 
damp, cold store got rheumatism in his legs. He tried all 
kinds of remedies. Although he is much betier now, 1% 
left him weak. ; 

In 1923 he got married and at the same time with his 
brother started a rug business of their own, a retail store 
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downtown where they even now sell oriental rugs, and clean 
and repair them as welie In 1925 they bought a small cot- 
tages It is a neat little house, but not in good shape. 
They intend to remodel the house some day, when they can 
afford it. 

He has a smart little girl called OnE he PY, % 
eight years old now. She is very fond of peis 
‘thee a litile kitten, with which she plays. She sings, re- 
cites and dances well. She seons to be a talented, promis- 
ing ehild. 

His good wife is an ideal mother. She suffered much 
during the war. She comes from Tokat, in Armenia. During 
the war, they were deported” fox ties’ husband was killed. 
Her parents, and, in fact, all her relatives were massa- 
cred during the ware She feels very mn ee she is re- 
minded of the past. The slight, menti on of it makes her 
nervous and sensitive. She escaped somehow and came to 
froy, New York to live with some friends. She worked in a 
shirt factory there for some time and afterwards came to 
San Francisco where some distant relatives lived. 

Here she became acquainted with Mr. Katchian and got 
married. She is content and happy now, having had wealth 
and everything once and lost it. She is thankful that she 
is safe from the hands of the Turks. Her relatives are 


.ogaru $003 at tos ted , sewed efPtil taon.e 81.21 .opet 
1.86 _ mth: , yaad enos eavéa ond” Lobemer of hotest yolk 
OE AE SOLES Se Oa ae 
- see stn iollem Dtly eft¢if ¢rame‘e eat eh <<) 
sos ciog To sudt Erov ef et wom DLO MAGY sigte 
-et ,Sgale ede .ayelg ots de ldw sidtuc, meted elittin-g eet 
~uinow, ,Sotmeiad 2 of of emecn ef ,Liow Booked huammeae |. 
oat otowire 6f2> .xeitom Leebt as af ekiw Stan RAs 
po bet. topes “ah: veg 9 we aomeo ed%, «.tew off gburb 
netted <dmeheident eetth Bot acgeb exter. yest jam: act 
ieenmiaenathestr cmaulieadinans fost nl jbas ,etaoreg sel 
~ot et odds coin ie — sicet ese stow ent gaiaob Sem 
sod eitan ¢2 te no tdaeay ie ose .teag off to Beate 
+6 993 “peo: deme ed sevitiases daw wows | 
od sued shisrietia beeenljcomoe sot exed? yrsteal dulsde 
»bevil eevitale taatatS euos evedw. vectoaest e986 
dog bas azidodai .a stiw Detatespos eaannd.ede orel | 
it iser-bed yalved ,woa yrqad Bue ¢mefaes shes? .bobraam 
oe. tact Lirseadt “et ede eh + | 


quite well off. They live in Turlock now. Every summer 
she goes and spends her vacation there. She goes to even- 
ing school to learn the, Lai ges Her daughter is a good 
teacher for her too. She learns a lot from her. 

iz. Katchien has not lived only for himselfjg he has 
dene much to help his friends and relatives. In 1908, 
when the Turks proclaimed the constitution, they called 
the Armenians their brothers and talked of Liberty, Fra- 
ternity and Justice. The Armenians thought they would be 
safe after that and that they wouldn't have any more mas- 
sacres, but soon after that, the Turks massacred all the 
Armenians in Cilicia and confiscated their seninittiiie 
Those who survived were in great distress. Misak helped 

ss le later, during the war, the people were driven 
from their homes. Then again he sent them money so they 
oxen, starve. It was during that time ay 
flied from ait country and sought safety in other countries. 
Mx. Katchian has two married sisters in France now. Dur- 
ing the war he sent them money several times, when they 
were in great need. 

At first, when Misak started his rug business with his 
brother, it was very successful, but for the last three or 
four years the business has dropped. During the depression 
years, the business has been so slow that very often it aid 
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not cover the expenses. ‘They cee behind in their 


rent, but they didn't give up the store. Almost all their 
Savings were used in this way. They live economically, 
hoping that business will be somewhat better soon. 

They have « business car, a truck, which ihey use for 
business as well as for pleasure. 

Me. Me Katehian is a good husdand and a good father. 
He is very handy around the house. He likes jokes and en- 
tertains his friends with many funny anecdotes. Above ail 
he is a good lcyal citizen. He loves this beautiful coun- 
try and has many reasons to be thankful. 
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we [ite Katchiah is about forty-five. His brother 
John is thirty-five. Thsse two brothers live and work 
together in San Francisco. 

They come from Sis, in Cilicia. Sis, Adana and far- 
Sus are situated near the southern coast of Asia Minor. 
Mersin is the nearest port town. Taurus, the Great Moun- 
tain Chain, is found in this part of the country. Sis is 
surrounded by mountains, but Adana is situated in a plain 
region where many vineyards with their regular lines of 
grape vines make a picturesque view. There are many kinds 
of fruit trees as well. 

The Armenian Apostolic Church has four centers for 
the patriarchate. They are the following towns; Etch- 
Miatzin, which means "Christ came down" in Armenian, Con- 
stantinople, Jerusalem and Sis. In each of these four ci- 
ties, there is a monastery or a convent where students 
are prepared for the priesthood. ‘The priests may marry 
but the bishops may not. ‘Yhey have to follow the rule of 
celibacy, so that they may be able to devote all their 
lives to spiritual purposes. 

Although We . Katehian) was born in Sis, he hee spent 
his childhood in Adana and was educated there. He could 


understand very little English when he came to America, 
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but now he has increased his knowledge of the language so 
much that he can read the newspapers and understand practi- 
cally everything. 

He was only eighteen years old when he came to this 
country. First, he stayed in New York and worked as a 
peddler. He used to roast chestnuts m one side of a push 
cart, and on the other side he sold postal cards and other 
small articles. He did this for some time. 

He had a rich uncle, in Montreal, Canada, whose name 
was Davis. This uncle was a rug merchant and had a fac- 
tory for cleaning and repairing as well. Also, he was an 
expert in oriental rugs. So (iii sak)went to Montreal to 
work with his uncle. A few years afterwards his brother 
John came also and started to work with him. 

Ever since then, these two brothers have always work- 
ed together and lived together. ‘They have had no separate 
accounts. They love and respect one sxhe Veter in fact, they 
have never had any disagreement. 

These two brothers warked steadily for six years and 
saved some money. Afterwards bavis gave up the business 
and went to San Francisco where he established a rug fac- 
tory for a big firm. ‘The boys stayed in Montreal. Toge- 
ther they started an ice-cream and lunch counter near the 


station, a very busy spot, especially when the steamers 
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left or arrived. Their business was very successful. They 
were so busy in the rush hours that a young man used to 
come and help them. 

Once this young man, with another boy, came through 3 
the roof and stole eighty dollars from his pocket while(iei— 
sak)was Sleeping soundly, being dead tired. in the morn- 
ing, when (Iiisak) and his brother went to open the store, 
they noticed that the money was gone. ‘hey knew who had 
done it. They suspected that boy. They wet to court, the 
boy's friend confessed that they had done it together, but 
they couldn't get the money back. 

When Davis had established his rug factory in San Fran- 
cisco, he sent for them. so they came to San Francisco and 
worked with their uncle for several years and saved a con- 
siderable amount of money. 

Then the firm failed. Davis went to another state, 
where he died. (ud Saw) ana John rented a store at the beach 
and made waffles. ‘They continued this for two years and 
then gave it up, od seas ediiales standing all day in the 
damp, cold store got rheumatism in his legs. He tried all 
kinds of remedies. Although he is much better now, it 
left him weak. 

In 1923 he got married and at the same time with his 


brother started a rug business of their own, a retail store 
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downtown where they even now sell oriental rugs, and clean 
and repair them as well. In 1925 they bought a small cot- 
tage. it is a neat little house, but not in good shape. 
They intend to remodel the house some day, when they can 
afford it. 

He has a smart little girl called Isabelle. She is 
eight years old maw Ste—is very fond of neha tomeedre 
has a little kitten, with which she plays. She sings, re- 
cites and dances well, Sie seems to be a talented, promis- 
ing child. 

His good wife is an ideal mother. She suffered much 
during the war. She comes from Yokat, in Armenia. During 
the war,;)they were deported, fier first husband was killea. 
Her parents, and, in fact, all her relatives were massa- 
cred during the war. She feels very bad when she is re- 
minded of the set ts the slight mention of it makes her 
nervous and sensitive. She escaped somehow and came to 
Troy, New York to live with some friends. She worked in a 
shirt factory there for some time and afterwards came to 
San Francisco where some distant relatives lived. 

Here she became acquainted with(lix. Katchian and a 
married, She is content and happy now, having had wealth 
and everything once and lost it. She is thankful that she 


is safe from the hands of the Turks. Her relatives are 


-too. Steud dated yout + aser at sion aa mosis tegen fs 
.egade Booey af tom tud ,onsod eLttil teen s ef tI .opet 
80 yeds moc OPA SS Se 0O ern 

, . ‘ me » tt Sees 

ei ede .elfedsel belfao Ita efttil trap aeat oh 
seth, ‘Ti to Siok yrev etme _ won blo mtasy toate 
~et ,Byale edt .eaysle one dotiw (an . coe t Lal oLtste & earl 
~elnong ,botcefst s ed o¢ ameee cid _Lffew seoneh bus getio 


do wus bexe tive exe .*xedtom Leebit as st ot tw boos enn : 
en bcc » seems et ,Patlo® moxt semoa off » aw edt goiusd 
.poLLtd wow. Sueded texts seit bedrogeb oxew yedtquaw end 
~saeam etew eovitsler xed {la ,fost at ,bae ,etmetag tol 
-et el ede medw bad yrev efeet ens mew edt gatnud Bea . 
sei eotem ti to solinem ¢detie en c teed ont to bebaim 
ov emao bas woremoe begsose eff ye saa bas exovien 
2 at bedww ede .ebacixt emoe dtiw evil o¢ AxoY wok , your 
of ouso chrowretts Bae emit ema sot exed? yrofost tide 
, -bovil eevivalet jaateth emoe exedw opeioneri ase 
( tog Bits asidotsx tal dt tw beialespos emsoed Pies 
AéLeow bent gaived ,woa ygcad bas taetaoo hind Saale he 
ode tadt (vtined? et ede .tt tan Aap cone, pakdienans bas 


ous covideler x0k .extHT eds to ebnad edt mort stem. mk 


> - ; 


quite well off. fhey live in Turlock wew. Every summer 

she goes and spends her vacation there. She goes to even- 

ing school to learn the languages Her daughter is a good 

teacher for her boo, Fhe learns a lot from her. 

(Mtr. Katehian) has not lived only for himself; he has 

done much to help his friends and relatives. In 1908, 

when the furks proclaimed the constitution, they called 

the Armenians their brothers and talked of Liberty, Fra- 

ternity and Justice. Zhe Armenians thought they would be 

safe after that and that they wouldn't have any more mas- 

sacres, but soon after that, the Turks massacred all the 

Armenians in Cilicia and confiscated their properties. 

Those who survived were in great distress. igisak) neiped 

his folks. Later, during the war, the people were driven 

from their homes. Then again he sent them money so they 

shouldn't starve. It was during that time when people 

fled from that country and sought safety in other countries. 
oF a NS untiea has two married sisters in France now. vbur- 

ing the war he sent them money several times, when they 

were in great need. I 

At first, waar uieskl asanied his rug business with his 

brother, it was very successful, but for the last three or 


four years the business has dropped. During the depression 


years, the business has been so slow that very often it did 
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not cover the expenses. ‘hey would fall behind in their 
rent, but they didn't give up the store. Almost all their 
Savings were used in this way. They live economically, 
hoping that business will be somewhat better soon. 
They have a business car, a truck, which they use for 

business as well as for pleasure. 

(ur. iC.) Katenian) is a good husband and a good father. 
He is very handy aaa the house. He likes jokes and en- 
tertains his friends with many funny anecdotes. Above all 
he is a good loyal citizen. He loves this beautiful coun- 


try and has many reasons to be thankful. 


{fs evodA ,eetobocns yinut yoom st by ehuetet elf extatees © 


7) en 


sted? at baided [fat ieee Yat. secnogs 1x 
sled? [fs teomlA .evote ot wee $abtb dt fe 
: Vilaeotmoneoes evil yout Yow ae Seas dane 
.008 rotted tarwomoe ed ithw eon tess tedt a 

mot sew vedi doldw ,doutt 2 ,1e0 epentard 8 eved yer oa , 
 , exeesolg rot as “ ELow ee eeonieud 
ieee boos 6 fas busdeont Boog & et \ssivote Le <M 
-16 Bee eexot eextf eH .eavod ot bowors ybosd ure 


-nyoo Lytitused widt eevol of .aesitio Layol Boog s et ed | 
va . futdaedt ef of Bxoese {asm eed bose ext 


| , ; ‘ 7 i 


0 @9 ¢ . : ad? . «+ ‘ 4s i6 
Pp ’ > 1 T:@ 
BD. ads as ite “tice a 
4 i oa + a ‘ ant bee . P ¢ 


ae gh 


My. Hisak Katchian is about forty-five. His brother 
John is thirty-five. These two brothers live and work 
together in San Francisco. 

They come from Sis, in Cilicia. Sis, Adama and far 
sug are situated near the southern coast of Asia Minor. 
Mersin is the & port town. Taurus, the Great Noun- 
tain Uhain, is eco this “part of the country. ‘Sis is 
surrounded by mountains, but Adana is sitwated in a plain 
region where many vineyards with their regular lines of 
grape vines make a picturesque view. There are many kinds 
of fruit trees as well. 

The Armenian Apostolic Church has four centers for 
the patriarchate. They are the following towns: Etch- 
Mistzin, which means “Christ came down" in Armenian, Con- 
stantinople, Jerusalem and Sis. In each of these four ci- 
ties, there is a monastery er-<-convrent where studenia 
are prepared for signs esthood. The priests may marry 


& Yl Shop 
but the bishops may not. “the save to follow the rule of 


a so that they may be able se devote all tives 


) 
| > 40 spiritual purposes. 

Although Mr. Katchian was born in Sis, he tee spent 
his childhood in Adana and was educated there. He could 


understand very little inglish when he came to America, 
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but now he has increased his knowledge of the language so 
mach that he can read the newspapers and understand practi- 
cally everything 

He was only eighteen years o14 when he came to this 
country. Pirst, he stayei in New York and worked as a 
peddler. He used to roast : tmuts am one side of a push 
ma | on the other side Ll 4 postal cards and other 
Small articles. He did this for some time. 

He had @ rich uncle, in Montreal, Canada, whose name 
was Davise This uncle was a rug merchant and had a face 
tory for cleaning end repairing as well / a ae was an 
expert in oriental rugse ‘So Misak went to Hontreal to 
work with his uncle. A few years afterwards his brother 
John came aleo and started to work with him. 

Ever since then, thes¢ two brothers have always work- 
ea together ana lived together. ‘They have had no separate 
accounts. They love and respect one another, in fact, they 
have never had any disagreenent. 

chepe two brothers warked steadily for six years and 
sayed some money. Afterwards bavis gave up the business 
and went to San Francisco where he established a rug fac- 
tory for a big firm. ‘The boys stayed in Montreal. Toge- 
ther they started an ice-cream ani lunch counter near the 
station, a very busy spot, especially when the steamers 
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left or arrived. Their business was very su sful. They 
they Ned ty peve 


sak was sleeping soundly, being dead tired. In the morn- 
ing, when Nisak and his brother went to epen the store, 
they noticed that the money was gone. They knew who had 
Gone it. They suspected that boy. They wait to court, the 
boy's friend confessed that they had done it together, but 
they couldn't get the money back. 

When Davis had established his rug factory in San Fran- 
cisco, he sont fa then. So they came to San Franciseo and 
worked with their uncle far several years and saved a con- 
siderable amount of money. 

Then the firm failed. Davis went to another state, 
where he died. Misak and John rented a store at the beach 
and made waffles. They continued this for two years and 
then gave it up, because Misak, standing all day in the 
damp, cold store got rheumatism in his legs. He tried ali 
kinds of remedies. Although he is moh better now, it 
left him weak. | 

In 1925 he goi married and at the same time with his 
brother started a rug business of their own, a retail store 


SvSh yb im oN a 
Sguowls emas ,god nadions Atty. ‘gis eond 
—~ fll oe setae’ the arn westtod vtdpte wSote tine Yoon wit 
2508 gid 21. .Sevtd Beeb paled .gliauoe gehyoede eer wn 
oad ome 9. caow yadt syd Gastt: etmoqawe -yodt 6 BR. onOd 
dud ae $2 exmb bal youd sade pemmadampectste 
aut nat a2 quate iy ati GonicechenSidbaaile idl 
fas opnic aes ast.of eueg qed sf sats “Oe tube ad oon 
saalasiasantdina hmm lanatttiimanthetir: waadhnces: 
Stade tedtens of 2aew elma sboktae mbt ente aeete-* ae 
soced 00é 04 omde-s-ecdeos-—eulet bas tanks - beLb od erode 
Dna G2S0% ows 192 eid dawsttcen yagi »Geftter olen hap 
‘ad? ai vad Lio gc thepteqdemdl causoed au 02 leymy meh 
Lin bolas oi saat aid af aaddanwoin doy ewe Bow mel 
($8 wos meted dose Ok os typasit.ti- smedbenen to-nbebst 
ETE eee ine wal eres deem abt Met 
<0 intr cuh: eee ax iedias esa 
erote Liason & sam ates to omen’ goo manatee 


downtown where they even now sell oriental rugs, and clean 
and repair them as welle In 1925 they bought o small cot- 
tagee It is a neat little house, but not in good shape. 
They intend to remodel the house some day, vhen they can 
efford it. 
He hag & smari little girl called Isabelle. ' is 
i eitieiietieaaiiteiatenle Ceiaitaittattatnceiee. Sit tin 
-bas &@ little kitten, with which she plays. She sings, re- 
cites and dances well. She seems to be a talented, promis- 
ing child. 
His good wife is an ideal mother. She suffered mach 
during the war. She comes "indy Tokat, in Armeniae During 
ind first husband was killed. 
Her parents, and, in fact, sa her relatives were massa- 
cred during the ware She oe bad when she is re- 
minded of the past. The slight mention of i¢ makes her 
neryous and sensitive. She escaped somehow and came to 
froy, Hew York to live with some friends. She worked in a 
shirt factory there for some time and afterwards came to 
San Franciseo where some distant relatives lived. 

Here she dDecame acguainted with Mre Katchian and got 
married. She is content and happy mow, having had wealth 
and everything once end lost it. She is thankful that she 
is safe from the hands of the Turka. Her relatives are 
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guite well off. They live in Turlock now. Every sumer 
she goes and spends ¥ vit ii theree She goes to even- 
ing school to learn the  aazunge Ber daughter is a good 
teacher for her too. 16g learns a lot from her. 

Mire Katehien has not lived only for himself; he has 
done much to help his friends and relatives. In 1908, 
when the Turks proclaimed the constitution, they called 
the Armenians their brothers and talked of Liberty, Fra- 
territy and Justice. fhe Armenians thought they would be 
safe after that and that they wouldn't have any more mas- 
sacres, but soon after that, the Turks massacred all the 
Aznenians in Cilicia and confiscated their proper 
Those who survived were in great distress. Misak helped 
his hg later, during the war, the people were driven 
ss ry ane homes. Then again he sent then “the so they 
enoautmn™t starve. It was during that time people 
fled from Rul country and sought safety in other countries. 
ie. Katehian has two married sisters in France now. ure 
ing the war he sent them money seversl times, when they 
were in great need. 

At first, when Misak started his rug business with his 
brother, it was very successful, but for the last three or 
four years the business has dropped. During the depression 
years, the business has been so slow that very often it did 
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not cover the expenses. ‘They. pies behind in their 
rent, but they didn't give up the store. Almost all their 
savings were used in this my. They live economically, 
hoping that Wusinegs will be somewhat better soon. 

They have a business car, & truck, which they use for 
business es well as for pleasure. 

Me. He Katehien is a gced husband and a good father. 
He is very handy around the house. He likes jokes and en- 
terteins his friends with meny funny enecdotes. Above all 
he is a good loyal csitizan. He loves this beautiful coun- 
try and has many reasons to be thenkful. 


whee we 2 sunde vs Reni te 
dibs i. Fink 1: rn 
dna, fenton Sony 0 ak apiot a o2 
La ood ssetedooas ysad? vies df bs ahaolst oid. omtabant 
SPF Seeiepeet 62M, comet. oe -aopit do Tegel beep @ ed os 

oe pment ot ot ete ars i 

ees: ee ee ee me 


i 


He, 


¥ 
) 
we 
a 
iy 
Sed 
y 


ines a 
ta 4 
2 a . : : 
: - * =] 4 : 7 
“ a L- 
a 
§ 


~~, 
‘4 
a 
i 
pe 
ve 


8 hyde, ~ ia a “fea z aw a, =; j Z ; cn 
ee , aay = “gs te deri oo tas es he 7 
* A F4 77 ‘ 


ee 
2 * : Spe - 
> ae Bs 


= i S m 
4 SA i. 
a y + 
= i e 
mee = - eave 
F ‘ 
a he Nes . bes 
¢ Ss ree 
ae : c 
: 5 
. 7 c - 
% 
© 


Mr. Agamian stetber-thet—he was born -in—fiwkem,.in con- 
stantinople, capital of the Ottoman Mmpire. ‘his city is 
Situated on a declivity of gently sloping hills which grade 
down to the Black Sea and the Bosphorus, on the Sonth—aaed. 
Surrounded on all sides, except the west, by water, the ci- 
ty is most unusually located, having a walled sea front al- 
together sight miles long. 

Mr. Agamian Jived in Para, which is principally gat u- 
ropean quarter, the residential district for ambassadors, 
diplomats and Americans,sevweti The entire city is said 
to be more beautifully situated than any other HKuropean 
city, very picturesque and imposing with iis hundreds of 
mosques, cupolas, minarets, intersyersed with lofty cypress- 
es, its ports crowded with shipping. 

But within the city, in the priod previous to Ir. 
Agamian's leaving it, the city formed a labyrinth of crook- 
ed, often eect tact oil streets, dirty lawns with low built 
houses of roughiy-hewn stone, or maybe wood. In more re- 
cent years, numerous fires of tremendous proportions have 
devastated the city, thus paving the way for a general mo- 
dernizing of whole residential and business districts. 

"Thus you will note that some of the oriental pictur- 
esqueness of thirty or forty years ago has passed,” pointed 
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out Mr. Agamian. “fee, ne older streets are dull and de- 
serted, with ectivities confined mostly to the bazaars, 
where active bartering and selling is in progress.’ 

"Cabs and tramways teo have come, Feplacing camel 
Service as a means of transportation. Camel travel is con- 
sequently a thing cf the past. Another feature of the city 
which is very noticeable is the numerous ownerless dogs 
which roam the city. ‘The dogs have a distinct advantage, 
that of being active scavengers. 

"Our Glimate in Constantinople, as a whole, is mild 
andi delightful, but subject to great and violent changes, 
sonctimes without warning. 

"S11 children are sent to school at an early age. They 
learn to read, write, cipher and recite the Koran. ‘The 
principal schools of the higher asia are confined io 
teaching boys alone. Armenian people ere considered quite 
Studious. Parents here feel a responsibility to place 
their children in the beginning school, the kindergarten | 
at an early age. . 

"The Armenian people are very astute in business. 
They are very. successful, fruit growers; as makers of wine, 
and at handling vegetables, they prove eqturiy successtur. 
Armenians first introduced the Casaba melon iw) Ameriea. 
This melon, a very delicious type, is named after Casaba, 
a towm in Turkey. Often the entire family here work toge- 
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ther in one business. Farming, grain raising and stock 
production, too, interest large numbers. 

"French is the commercial language in all business 
transactions here, hence all Armenians plan to learn French. 
They learn Armenian, of course. ‘then they must speak the 
Turkish language. fhe fourth is English, which is now obli- 
gatory. 

"fhe Armenian gets along better on his owm individual 
efforts, that is, working by himself, than |working in groups. 
there are some very large Syrian corporations, which are 
successful, but as a rule, the Armenian likes to create and 
own his own business. | 

"When I decided to leave Turkey permanently, I went 
first to England for a time, thence to india, for a stay in 
Calcutta. Leaving India, 1 went to Australia, where I work- 
ed a while; later I came to America, where I arrived in 1896." 

Mr. Agamian speaks many languages, having had every edu- 
cational advantage and cultural training. Continuing, he 
pointed out that Armenians have migrated all over the world. 

"Everywhere," he ai "they succeed. You never 
find them beggars. They adapt themselves readily to local 
customs and conditions, becoming good citizens. They are 
very loyal to their adopted cowtry, and actually endeavor 
to become a part of the community in which they live. 
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"The average Armenian alse quickly adapts himself to 
the prevailing language wherever he is. All languages 
are taught in Armenian universities. 

"Before the massacre there were about four million 
Armenians. Now, there are between two and three million 
under Soviet Russia, and in six or seven years, they have 
made more progress than any Russians. They make every ef- 
fort to adopt modern systems and modern ways of doing 
things. They are peaceful and if they are left alone, they 
never have o¢Gcasion to give any trouble. 

"If it had not been for the massacre and the persecu- 
tion by the Turks, they would not have scattered 80. 

"In 1387, when I left, the telephone was just coming 
in, I livea in the vara district. Here were the Europeans 
and Americans who reside in Constantinople. There is a 
very fine college here called "Central College", graduates 
from which may enter any higher school of Europe. The Ame- 
Yicans have a Gollege here too with very extensive courses. 

“Back in 1887, when the Hindus, Turks and Armenians 
started to emigrate, i decided to go to Calcutta. ‘fwo of 
the largest shipping companies there are omed by Armenians. 
in connection with Armenians in Calcutta, it is interesting 
to note that some very wealthy Armenians left legacies for 
the Armenian nationals, who might be in Calcutta and find 
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themselves in dire straits. They equipped a hotel with 
part of this money, which is conducted free for Armenians, 
affording so many days for a stay, according to the indi- 
vidual's needs; and when leaving, the guest is given fif- 
teen dollars oka ene some money in his pocket fr to 
starting out on his way. This is a purely philanthropic 
project. 

"Some people claim demenions are a good deal like the 
Jews in having marked commercial ability. Im Syria, when 
the Armenians were persecuted, and became very poor, they 
started aging » and were on their feet, prospering in less 
than two years. Most of them owned their own businesses 
and were prosperous. 

"The wealthier classes are quite artistic and influen- 
tial with their om people. 

"In art, the Armenian makes a favorable comparison with 
other countries, in point of numbers and achievements. They 
make a good showing in all parts of Eure pe, also in America. 
Patigan, the artist, who was born of Armenian parents who 
emigrated to Fresno, may be mentioned as one. Vocal artisis, 
$00, and some actors, have made enviable names for them- 
selves, Singing and speaking the French, Russian and English 
languages. One singer, I recall, a Miss Banian, who made 
her debut over thirty years ago, appeared later in Italian 
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opera." 

Tarpmenians," Mr. Agamian points out, “always seek 
their om countrymen, wherever they are. They feel they 
are so far from the homeland, and they always help each 
other." 
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Mr. Agamian) states that he was born in Yurkey, in Con- 
Stantinople, capital of the Ottoman Empire. wvhis city is 
Situated on a declivity of gently sloping hills which grade 
down to the Black Sea ana the Bosphorus, on the South Hast. 
Surrounded on all sides, except the west, by water, the ci- 
ty is most unusually located, having a walled sea front al- 
together eight miles long. 

(ys 

ur. \Wgamian\}ivea in Para, which is principally an Eu- 
ropean quarter, the residential district for ambassadors, 
diplomats and Americans as well. the entire city is said 
to be more beautifully situated than any other Huropean 
ol ty tees picturesque and imposing with its hundreds of 
mosques, cupolas, minarets, intersyersed with lofty cypress- 
es, its ports crowded with shipping. 

But within the city, in the period previous to lr. fl 
(Agamian's) leaving it, the city formed a labyrinth of crook- 
ed, often ill-paved, streets, dirty lawns with low built 
houses of roughly-hewn stone, or maybe wood. in more re- 
cent years, numerous fires of tremendous proportions have 
devastated the city, thus paving the way for a general mo- 
dernizing of whole residential and business districts. 


"Phus you will note that some of the oriental pictur- 


esqueness of thirty or forty years ago has passed," pointed 
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out carlin "foo, the older streets are dull and de- 
serted, with activities confined mostly to the bazaars, 
where active bartering and selling is in progress. 

"Cabs and tramways too have come, replacing camel 
service as a means of transportation. Camel travel is con- 
sequently a thing of the past. Another feature of the city 
Which is very noticeable is the numerous ownerless dogs 
which roam the city. ‘the dogs have a distinct advantage, 
that of being active scavengers. 

"Our climate in Constantinople, as a whole, is mild 
and delightful, but subject to great and violent changes, 
sometimes without warning. 

"All children are sent to school at an early age. They 
learn to read, write, cipher and recite the Koran. fhe 
principal schools of the higher order, are confined to 
teaching boys alone. Armenian people are considered quite 
studious. Parents here feel a responsibility to place 
their children in the beginning school, the kindergarten 
at an early age. 

"The Armenian people are very astute in business. 

They are very successful fruit growers; as makers of wine, 
and at handling vegetables, they prove equally successful. 
Armenians first introduced the Casaba melon in America. 
This melon, a very delicious type, is named after Casaba, 


a town in Turkey. Often the entire family here work toge- 
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ther in one business. Farming, grain raising and stock 
production, too, interest large numbers. 

"French is the commercial language in all business 
trensactions here, hence all Armenians plan to learn French. 
They learn Armenian, of course. then they must speak the 
Turkish language. The fourth is English, which is now obli- 
gatory. 

"The Armenian gets along better on his own individual 
efforts, that is, working by himself, than working in groups. 
There are some very large Syrian corporations, which are 
successful, but as a rule, the Armenian likes to create and 
own his own business. 

"When 1 aecided to leave Turkey permanently, I went 
first to England for a time, thence to india, for a stay in 
Calcutta. Leaving india, 1 went to Australia, where I work- 
ed a while; later 1 came to America, where | arrived in 1896." 

Mr. (dgamian )speaks many languages, having had every edu- 
cational advantage and cultural training. Continuing, he 
pointed out that Armenians have migrated all over the world. 

"Everywhere," he states, "they succeed. You never 
find them beggars. They adapt themselves readily to local 
customs and conditions, becoming good citizens. fhey are 
very loyal to their adopted country, and actually endeavor 


to become a part of the community in which they live. 
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"The average Armenian also quickly adapts himself to 
the prevailing language wherever he is. All languages 
are taught in Armenian universities. 

"Before the massacre there were about four million 
Armenians. Now, there are between two and three million 
under Soviet Russia, and in six or seven years, they have 
made more progress than any Russians. ‘hey make every ef- 
fort to adopt modern systems and modern ways of doing 
things. They are peaceful and if they are left alone, they 
never have occasion to give any trouble. 

"Tf it had not been for the massacre and the persecu- 
tion by the Turks, they would not have scattered so. 

"In 1887, when 1 left, the telephone was just coming 
in. I lived in the Para district. Here were the Europeans 
and Americans who reside in Constantinople. there is a 
very fine Gollegethere called "Central College", graduates 
from which may enter any higher school of Europe. fhe Ame- 
Yicans have a college“*here too with very extensive courses. 

"Back in 1887, when the Hindus, Turks and Armenians 
started to emigrate, I decided to go to Calcutta. two of 
the largest shipping companies there are owed by Armenians. 
In connection with Armenians in Calcutta, it is interesting 
to note that some very wealthy Armenians left legacies for 


the Armenian nationals, who might be in Calcutta and find 
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themselves in dire straits. They equipped a hotel with 
part of this money, which is conducted free for Armenians, 
affording so many days for a stay, according to the indi- 
vidual's needs; and when leaving, the guest is given fif- 
teen dollars, so as to have some money in his pocket in 
starting out on his way. This is a purely philanthropic 
project. 

"Some people claim Armenians are a good deal like the 
Jews in having marked commercial ability. Im Syria, when 
the Armenians were persecuted, and became very poor, they 
started agains, and were on their feet, prospering in less 
than two years. Most of them owned their own businesses 
and were prosperous. 

"The wealthier classes are quite artistic and influen- 
tial with their ow people. 

"In art, the Armenian makes a favorable comparison with 
other countries, in point of numbers and achievements. ‘they 
make a good showing in all parts of Europe, also in America. 
Patigan, the artist, who was born of Armenian parents who 
emigrated to Fresno, may be mentioned as one. Vocal artists, 
too, and some actors, have made enviable names for them- 
selves, singing and speaking the French, Russian and English 
languages. One singer, I recall, a Miss Banian, who made 


her debut over thirty years ago, appeared later in [talian 
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opera." 

"Armenians," Mr. Agamian points out, "always seek 
their own countrymen, wherever they are. Yhey feel they 
are so far from the homeland, and they always help seach 


other." 
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Mire Agamian otet+ee—iertthe was born im=derksy, in con- 
stantinople, capital of the Ottoman Gupire. wvhis city is 
situated on a declivity of gently sloping hills which grade 
down to the Black Sea ani the Bosphorus, on the Jouth mot. 
Surroundea on all sides, except the west, by water, the ci- 
ty is most unusually located, having a walled sea front al- 
together eight miles long. 

ir. Agamian Jived in Para, which is principally az mu- 
‘Fopesan quarter, the residential district for ambassadors, 
Giplomats and Americans,ae- wet. The entire city is said 
te be more beautifully situated than any cther furopean 
city, very picturesque and imposing with its hundreds of 
mosques, cupolas, minarets, intersyrsed with lofty cypress- 
es, its ports crowded with shipping. 

But within the city, in the rwriod previous to Mr. 
Agamian's leaving it, the city formed a labyrinth of crook- 
ed, often saa aay streets, dirty lawne with low built 
houses of rouhiy-hewm stone, or maehe woole In more re- 
cent years, numerous fires of tremendous proportions have 
devastated the city, thus paving the way for a general mo- 
dernizing of whole residential and tmsiness districts. 

"Thus you will note that some of the oricntal pictur- 
esqueness of thirty or forty years ago has passed," pointed 
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out Mee Aganian. le older streets are dull and de- 
serted, with activities confined mostly to the bazaars, 
where active bartering and selling is in progress. | 

"Cabs anf tramways too have come, Feplacing camel 
service as a means of transportation. Camel travel is con- 
sequently a thing of the past. Another feature of the city 
which is very noticeable is the numerous ownerless dogs 
whieh roam the city. ‘The dogs have a distinet advantage, 
that of being active saavengors. 

"Our climate in Constantinople, as a whole, is mild 
end delightful, but subject to great and viclent changes, 
sonetimes without warning. 

"A211 children are sent to school. ati an early age. They 
learn to read, write, cipher and recite the Koran. ‘The 
principal schools of the higher orden are confined to 
teaching boys alone. Armenian people are considered quite 
studiouse Parents here feel a responsibility to place 
their children in the beginning school, the kindergarten 
at an early age 

"The Armenian a are very astute in business. 

They are very viatiia sre lee growers; aa makers of wine, 
and at handling vegetables, they—srere-equadidy—-enecesstute 
Avmenians first introduced the casaba melon in! America. 
This melon, a very delicious type, is named after Casaba, 

& tow in furkey. Often the entire family here work toge- 
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ther in one business. Yarming, grain raising and stock 
production, too, interest large mumbers. 

"French is the commercial language in all business 
transactions here, hence all Armenians plan to learn French. 
They learn Ammenian, of course. ‘then they must speak the 
Turkish language. The fourth is Emglish, which is now obli- 
gatory. . 

"Phe Armenian gets along better on his owm individweal 
efforts, that is, working by himself, pai Torking in groups. 
There are some very large syrian corporations, which are 
successful, but as a ruis, thes Armenien likes to create andi 
own his own business. 

"When Ll aecided to leave Turkey permanently, I went 
first to England for a time, thence to india, for a stay in 
Calcutta. Leaving india, 1 went to Australia, where i work- 
ed a while; Jater 1 came to America, where | arrived in 1896." 

Me. Agamian speaks many languages, having had every edu- 
cational advantage ani cultural training. Continuing, he 
pointed out that Armenians have migrated all over the world. 

"Everywhere," he guanidine "they succeede You never 
find them beggars. ‘They adapt themselves readily to local 
customs and conditions, becoming good citizens. ‘They are 
very loyal to their adopted country, and actually endeavor 
to become a part of the community in which they live. 
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"The average Armenian also quickly adapts himself to 
the prevailing language wherever he is. All languages 
are taught in Armenian universities. 

"Before the massacre there were about four million 
Agpmnenians. Now, there are between two and three miliion 
under Soviet Russia, and in six or seven years, they have 
made more progress than any Nussians. They make every ef- 
fort to adopt modem systems and modern ways of doing 
things. They are peaceful and if they are left alone, they 
nevexy have occasion to give any trouble. 

"Tf it had not been for the massacre and the persecu- 
tion by the Turks, they would not have seattered so. 

vee re 19887, when i left, the islephone was just coming 
ane i lived in the vera district. Here wore the Nuropeans 
and Americans who reside in Constantinople. There is a 
very fine college here called “Central College", graduates 
from which may enter any higher school of Europe. fhe Ame- 
ricans have a Gollege here too with very extensive courses. 

"Back in 1387, when the Hindus, furks and Armenians 
started to emigrate, | decided to go to Calcutta. [vo of 
the largest shipping companies there are omed by Armenians. 
In connection with Armenians in Caleutia, it is interesting 
to note that some very wealthy Armenians left legacies for 
the Armenian nationals, who might be in Caleutta and find 
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themselves in dire straits. They equipped a hotel with 
“part of this money, which is conducted free for Armenians, 
affording so many days for a stay, according to the indi- 
vidual‘'s needs; and when leaving, the guest is given fif- 
teen dollars, Betas have some money in his pocket ia ho 
stertime out on his way. This is a pwely philanthropic 
project. 

"Some pecple Claim Armenians are a good deal like the 
Jews in having marked commercial abliity. in Syria, when 
the Armenians were persecuted, and be very poor, they 
started ageing, ani were on their fet, prospering in less 
than two years. lost of them owned their ow businesses 
and were progpercs. 

"fhe wealthier classes are quite artistic and influen- 
tial with their OW people. 

"In art, the Armenian makes a favorable comparison with 
other countries, in point of mumbers ani achievements. ‘They 
make a good showing in ail parts of Gurops, also in America. 
Patigan, the artist, who was born of Armenian parents who 
enigrated to freeno, may be mentioned as one. Yocal artists, 
$oo, and some actors, have made enviable names for them- 
selves, singing ani spesking the French, Russian and English 
languages. One singer, I recall, a Miss Banian, whe made 
her debut over thirty years ago, appeared later in Ithlian 
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opera." 

"typmenians," Mr. Agamian points out, “always seek 
their ow countrymen, wherever they are. They feel they 
are so far from the homeland, and they always help each 
other." 
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in Smyrna, Asia Minor, in the German Orphanage, there 
was a clever little girl with expressive brown eyes and derk 
Silky hair. She was a delicate child. Her mother, a widow, 
wasn't able to support her or pay for her education, so she 
was sent to the Orphanage when she was only six years old. 
There were German sisters teaching and taking care of the 
children. There were about sixty children, mostly Armeni- 
ans and some Greeks. ‘The classrooms were in the same build- 
ings ‘The children had to speak the German janguage and 40 
use it in the study of arithmetic, geography, history, ent 
soon. A native Armenian teacher taught their mother tongue 
twice a week only. In the higher classes they were taught a 
little imglishs 

On Saturdays, everybody had to wash her own clothes, 
serub the dormitories, dining room, kitchen and every place. 
The older girls had to help the younger ones. They had 
strict blebs dha ks poor nourishment. ‘They gave much at- 
tention to their mental education, but neglected the physi- 
Cal. ‘They seldom were taken out for a walk or for picnics. 
The only place they had to play was a small yard surrounded 
by high walls. Food is the most essential for the growth of 
children. How ean a child study with an empty stomach? There 


is a saying, "a sound mind in a sound body," one is dependant 
Jame. 


on the others Very often they had for their supper only some 
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tea and a slice of bread. On Sunday afternoons, those who 
had friends and relatives waited in the hall eagerly to see 
what dainties they would be brought. lots of children be- 
came anemic and a few died of tuberculosise 

fhis little girl, whose name is Rebecca, spent her 
childhood in that seclusion. She finished the German course 
there and became a teacher of the younger classes when she 
was fourteen. Now that she was a teacher, she could sit at 
the. same table with the sisters and eat rich, delicious food. 

Rebecca had a brother-in-law in Aleppo. He was a weale 
thy lawyer. He had come to Smyrna to pay a visit and pro- 
mised to pay for her education. So the following year, Re- 
becca entered the boarding school of the American Collegiate 
Institute for Girls, and studied there for two years. She 
was very happy at the change. What a contrast between the 
two schools! It seemed like a Paradise to her, and she felt 
po a bird out of its cages What freedom and privileges di@ 
she anjox koanet What thrilled her most was the music. She 
could take piano lessons too, a privilege which only the rich 
students could afford. At last her dreams were coming true. 
In three months, she was able to speak English quite fluent- 
ly. They had five American and a few native teachers. She 
had a German teacher, Miss Pohl, who was an American mission- 
ary teachers Sometimes Rebecca used to go and have a little 
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Ghat with her in German. Once, Miss Pohi said to a friend 
of hers, "Rebecca wants to be very rich." 

In 1912, with her mother she went to Constantinople. 
Her brother-in<law had provided their expenses and she was 
to enter the Home School for Girls in Constantinople. There 
her mother came in contact with some friends who were going 
to Americas Her married sister had gone to America a year 
agOe Her mother was a woman who made hasty decisions. She 
had a bright ideas She persuaded her daughter to go to Ame~ 
rica, Saying that she sould go to high school over there. 
Rebecca wouldn't give in. Her great ambition had been to 
enter the Home School. After some argument, her mother said 
to her, "If you don't want to go, I'll twist your neck like 
a hen's." Anyway, her mother had her way at st, and they 
game over to America, direct to San Francisco. Sometimes, 
Rebecca refers to that incident and believes that it was the 
hand of God that guided them, because, noi long after, the 
war broke out. 1 they had stayed in Smyrna, they would have 
suffered much. | 

After the war, some of her friends who came from Smyrna 
told hex of all the hardships they had to endure. Bread was 
scarce and hard to get, because the furkish government was 
sending the best grain to Germany and the people in Turkey 
had to eat mouldy bread full of sand and all kinds of dirt. 
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Not only bread, but sugar, rice, coffee and everything else 
was hard to g6ét- ‘Only the rich people sould get it by pay- 
ing a very high prices, ‘Some people used to boil horsebeans 
to make bread. 

In the interior towms, the people suffered much more, 
because they were being driven ruthlessly out of their homes 
into unknown places, ignorant of what was going to become of 
them. It is very sad to go into these details. But the worst 
came upon Smyrna three years efter the Armistice, in the fell 
of 1922. After the retreat of the Greek army, all the Chrise- 
tians had to flee for their lives. The city was in flames. 
The Turks pumped kerosene oil om the houses to make the fire 
worses, Thus, they destroyed the beautiful city of Smyrna. 

The Italians took mrt in it too, because they were jealous 

of the Greeks. The people were in great confusion. The Turks 
were massacring the Christians and taking young men.and giris 
@aptivee The people rushed to the seashore to get into boats. 
Hy people were pushed in the sea and were drowned. Those 
who had money, could get away first into the boats and then in 
the ships. ‘The American teachers and missionaries led the stu- 
dents of the school safely to the quay with the American flags 
in their hands, so no harm should come to them. This catas-— 
trophe fel11 upon all the people. fhe rich and the poor alike 


had the same fate. At last, the survivors took refuge in dif- 
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ferent parts of Europe. They settled in Greece, France, and 
in other parts of the Balkan States. 
Tet ue come back to our subject egain. Rebecca came to 
San Francis¢co with her mother. They had sane hard times at 
first, because they didn't have any means to livee Rebecca 
boarded with her sister hee and attended high schoole A 
short time after, her mother went to Fresno and was married 
to a farmer. They had a vineyard, @ cow and sone chickens. © L 
geey grew vegetables and fruit in the lot, especially water- 
melons. During the summer months they would go and work in 
the carmeries, In this way, they made a living. +h 
Rebecca finished the Evening High School and bitin went 
%o business college for six months. In the meantime she work- 
ed in the office of a private store. After finishing her course, 
Rebecea got employment as cashier in the Mmporium and worked 
there for two years. Once, when she was on her vacation, she 
went to Fresno to see hey mother. There, in the church, a 
young man saw her and was very much interested in her. . He 
wanted to know who she was and wished to have an interview. 
j fhe mother was delighted ofcourse, but it was hard to persuade 
Rrhoee = Oe 
te?r, because Rebecca had a great ambition to become rich, as 
her teacher had predicted. However, she was persuaded at last. 
This young man was a neat looking tailor, tall and slime. His 


name was John Nalpentian. He had been in this country since 
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1910. He was a citizen and had gone to war, serving in the 
American army in Franee. lte~had—come~back-safely » He was 
doing tel loring work for a big establishment. 

So, in 1920, Rebecca got married to John Nalpantian. 
They lived in a modest home in Fresno for several yearse 
Her first born baby died at birth. kebecea suffered much 
jliness during that tine from physical wakness and disap- 
pointment. Consequently, Jonn spent a lot of money for her 
recoverys In 1923 she had a baby girl Da nk cam. Lewwatihes 
she~is fir talented child, pe can play the piano and drawg 


well. Her parents are proud of her, since she is the only 
child. Now she is going to junior high school. 

In 1925 they moved to San Francisco and John started a 
cleaning and dyeing store. The business was so successful 
that in a few years he saved a few thousand dollars and bought 
a lot in a good district ani built a house. John got his bo- 
nus too, that was a great help. 

GMs they have a modern one-family house furnished taste- 
fully ,, including all the latest improvements. They built up 
the business and the home’, before the depression. Iater busi- 
ness became siow, so in 1929 John sold his well established 
store for a good price and started ancther one» This store he 


kept for three years. At first, he could make a living, but 


after, day by day, it became worse and worse; so that he could 
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not pey his rent. The bills kept on coming just the same, 
ofcourse, but the money that he had saved was all gonese Se 
he gave up that store and went to work with another tailor 
on & small salary and commission. 

Rebecca, seeing that her husband coulin't keep up with 
the expenses, started to give piano lessons to beginners. 
With her help they are able to make the two ends meet. ‘hey are 
both economical « 

They have a good baby grand plano and a nice car, which is 
used for business as well as for pleasure. They have every e- 
lectrical appliance that makes the house chores easy, so that 
she can devote her precious time to more useful work, saving 


S away the mental -worry-that.is.so 
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After all, in a sense, Rebecoa is pursuing her ambition of 
living a confortable life. She doesn’t want to be rich; she is 
satisfied to have just enough. Her husband is a man of good, 
moderate habits. He loves homelife and does everything to make 
his family hid e x is very handy around the houses ‘when he 
is a& home, he witt get tasy- doing somethinge He wiki either 
fix the iawn in the front or worksin the back garden. 7”, ote 
the basement aiways clean and tidy 

They are both good, useful and loyal citizens and are very 
happy and glad to be in the United States, which they have adopt- 
ed as their om country. 
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in Smyrna, Asia Minor, in the German Orphanage, there 
was a clever little girl with expressive brown eyes and dark 
Silky hair. She was a delicate child. Her mother, a widow, 
wasn't able to support her or pay for her education, so she 
was sent to the Orphanage when she was only six years old. 
There were German sisters teaching and taking care of the 
children. ‘here were about sixty children, mostly Armeni- 
ans and some Greeks. The classrooms were in the same build- 
ing. tthe children had to speak the German language and to 
use it in the study of arithmetic, geography, history, and 
so on. A native Armenian teacher taught their mother tongue 
twice a week only. in the higher classes they were taught a 
little English. 

On Saturdays, everybody had to wash her own clothes, 
scrub the dormitories, dining room, kitchen and every place. 
fhe older girls had to help the younger ones. ‘hey had 
strict discipline, but poor nourishment. ‘hey gave much at- 
tention to their mental education, but neglected the physi- 
cal. ‘they seldom were taken out for a walk or for picnics. 
The only place they had to play was a small yard surrounded 
by high walls. Food is the meee essential for the growth of 
children. How can a child study with an empty stomach? ‘There 


is a saying, “a sound mind in a sound body," one is dependant 


on the other. Very often they had for their supper only some 
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tea and a slice of bread. On Sunday afternoons, those who 
had friends and relatives waited in the hall eagerly to see 
what dainties they would be brought. Lots of children be- 
came anemic and a few died of tuberculosis. 

This little girl, whose name is Rebecca, spent her 
Childhood in that seclusion. She finished the German course 
there and became a teacher of the younger classes when she 
was fourteen. Now that she was a teacher, she could sit at 
the same table with the sisters and eat rich, delicious foode 

Rebecca had a brother-in-law in Aleppo. He was a weal- 
thy lawyer. He had come to Smyrna to pay a visit and pro- 
mised to pay for her education. So the following year, Re- 
becca entered the boarding school of the American Collegiate 
Institute for Girls, and studied there for two years. She 
was very happy at the change. What a contrast between the 
two schools! It seemed like a Paradise to her, and she felt 
as a bird out of its cage. What freedom and privileges did 
she enjoy there’ What thrilled her most was the music. She 
could take piano lessons too, a privilege which only the rich 
students could afford. At last her dreams were coming true. 
In three months, she was able to speak English quite fluent- 
ly. ‘they had five American and a few native teachers. She 
had a German teacher, Miss Pohl, who was an American mission- 


ary teacher. Sometimes Rebecca used to go and have a little 
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chat with her in German. Once, Miss Pohl said to a friend 
of hers, "Rebecca wants to be very rich." 

In 1912, with her mother she went to Constantinople. 
Her brother-in-law had provided their expenses and she was 
to enter the Home School for Girls in Constantinople. ‘there 
her mother came in contact with some friends who were going 
to America. Her married sister had gone to America a year 
ago. Her mother was a ee who made hasty decisions. She 
had a bright idea. She persuaded her daughter to go to Ame- 
rica, saying that she could go to high school over there. 
Rebecca wouldn't give in. Her great ambition had been to 
enter the Home School. After some argument, her mother said 
to her, "If you don't want to go, ['ll twist your neck like 
a hen's." Anyway, her mother had her way atlast, and they 
came over to America, direct to San Francisco. Sometimes, 
Rebecca refers to that incident and believes that it was the 
hand of God that guided them, because, not long after, the 
war broke out. If they had stayed in Smyrna, they would have 
suffered much. 

After the war, some of her friends who came from Smyrna 
told her of all the hardships they had to endure. Bread was 
scarce and hard to get, because the Turkish government was 
sending the best grain to Germany and the people in turkey 


had to eat mouldy bread full of sand and all kinds of dirt. 
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Not only bread, but sugar, rice, coffee and everything else 
was hard to get. Only the rich people could get it by pay- 
ing a very high price. ‘Some people used to boil horsebeans 
to make bread. 

In the interior towns, the people suffered much more, 
because they were being aut voanmutiihess3y out of their homes 
into unknown places, ignorant of what was going to become of 
them. It is very sad to go into these details. But the worst 
came upon Smyrna three years after the Armistice, in the fall 
of 1922. After the retreat of the Greek army, all the Chris- 
tians had to flee for their lives. fhe city was in flames. 
The Turks pumped kerosene oil on the houses to make the fire 
worsee ‘Thus, they destroyed the beautiful city of Smyrna. 

The Italians took part in it too, because they were jealous 

of the Greeks. The people were in great confusion. ‘The Turks 
were massacring the Christians and taking young men and girls 
captive. The people rushed to the seashore to get into boats. 
Lots of people were pushed in the sea and were drowned. ‘Those 
who had money could get away first into the boats and then in 
the ships. ‘The American teachers and missionaries led the stu- 
dents of the school safely to the quay with the American flags 
in their hands, so no harm should come to them. ‘This catas- 


trophe fell upon all the people. fhe rich and the poor alike 


had the same fate. At last, the survivors took refuge in dif- 
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ferent parts of Europe. They settled in Greece, France, and 
in other parts of the Balkan States. 

Let us come back to our subject again. Rebecca came to 
San Francisco with her mother. Yhey had some hard times at 
first, because they didn't have any means to live. Rebecca 
boarded with her sister here and attended high school. A 
short time after, her mother went to Fresno and was married 
to a farmer. They had a vineyard, a cow and some chickens. 
They grew vegetables and fruit in the lot, especially water- 
melons. During the summer months they would go and work in 
the canneries. In this way, they made a living. 

Rebecca finished the Evening High School and after, went 
to business college for six months. In the meantime she work- 
ed in the office of a private store. After finishing her course, 
Rebecca got employment as cashier in the Emporium and worked 
there for two years. Once, when she was on her vacation, she 
went to Fresno to see her mother. Yhere, in the church, a 
young man saw her and was very much interested in her. He 
wanted to know who she was and wished to have an interview. 
fhe mother was delighted ofcourse, but it was hard to persuade 
her, because Rebecca had a great ambition to become rich, as 
her teacher had predicted. However, she was persuaded at last. 


This young man was a neat looking tailor, tall and slim. His 


name was John \Nalpantian. ) He had been in this country since 
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1910. He was a citizen and had gone to war, serving in the 
American army in France. He had come back safely. He was 
doing tailoring work for a big establishment. 

So, in 1920, Rebecca get married +e gohn(Nalpantian } 

They lived in a modest home in Fresno for several years. 

Her first berm baby died at birth. Rebecca suffered much 
illness during that time from physical weakness and disap- 
pointment. Consequently, John spent a lot of money for her 
recovery. in 1923 she had a baby girl. Her name is Lorraine. 
She is a talented child. She can play the piano and draws 
well. Her parents are proud of her, since she is the only 
child. Now she is going to junior high school. 

In 1925 they moved to San Francisco and John started a 
cleaning and dyeing store. ‘The business was so successful 
that in a few years he saved a few thousand dollars and bought 
a lot in a good district and built a house. John got his bo- 
nus too, that was a great help. 

Now, they have a modern one family house furnished taste- 
fully, including all the latest improvements. ‘they built up 
the business and the home, before the depression. Later busi- 
ness became slow, so in 1929 John sold his well established 
store for a good price and started another one. ‘This store he 


kept for three years. At first, he could make a living, but 


after, day by day, it became worse and worse; so that he could 


ee 


odd at abet aw ot oqog bad bas wosivio s eaw OH sores 
sow ol * (ietss vxosd emov baz el . const ak yarns naoltonh 
. txemisi (iat ee gid 8 sot Axow gatxol ist pertob 

» agitasq lait, ‘edo% wt beinzam tem soveden ,OS@L mi ,o8 
heath: fetevee xot oxneest at omond techom a. at bevilt yet 
do som peretive sooodes .diald ts be ib yiad axed. textt 19H 
-qsets bus esenisey Isolsyig moti euit tedd guived seenfLt 
se ror youom to #ol s ¢aeqe anol , ylévexpesmod ', teentatog 
extstyod ei oman tee +» [aig yd ad @ bad ede SSCL oi + YTevOOwe 
ewerb bos onalg exit ywiq aso eda .biido betselat @ et od® 
gino etd ed ose come ,xef To brom ote sinetag 6h =. ffow 
,foodee deta tolnut of gmbog ef eda won + bLtde 

g betuste mio, bus ooslonevl mat of bevom yeas Sef at | 
tytessone oa eaw seemiesd ef? ,etote guieyd hue guinselo 
‘dguod Sua etsifod busevodd wet a bevse ed ersey wet s al sans 
-od eid tog afoy .eavod s éilud fas to isd eid booy eat tol @ 
-qied tsetg a saw tedd ,ood eum 

-oteat bede tart eevod yiimet ene mrebom es evar yous wot 

qu tilisd yedt . etnomevorquit teotal odé Ife satirhas viet 
-teud tetal + solesomed eit exoted ,enod oft has eoeniend eis 
perigifdetes LLew eld bLoe ado @Sei ni oe ,wole ensoed suex 
ef exote elit »eno tedious bet 1ste bas volmy boog & sot otote 
tod ,aaivil se edam biyoo ed ,textt tA » 2188y, contd rot tox 


piyeo ef tadt of ;ses0w bas setow emaned sh: web wo we , sovts 


= 


not pay his rent. ‘fhe bills kept on coming just the same, 

ofcourse, but the money that he had saved was all gone. So 
he gave up that store and went to work with another tailor 

on a small salary and commission. 

Rebecca, seeing that her husband couldn't keep up with 
the expenses, started to give piano lessons to beginners. 

With her help they are able to make the two ends mest. ‘hey are 
both economical. 

They have a good baby grand piano and a nice car, which is 
used for business as well as for pleasure. {hey have every e6- 
lectrical appliance that makes the house chores easy, so that 
she can devote her precious time to more useful work, saving 
her energy, which in turn takes away the mental worry that is so 
injurious to health. 

After all, in a sense, Rebecca is pursuing her ambition of 
living a confortable life. She doesn't want to be rich; she is 
satisfied to have just enough. Her husband is a man of good, 
moderate habits. He loves homelife and does everything to make 
his family happy.- He is very handy around the house. When he 
is at home, he will get busy doing something. He will sither 
fix the lawn in the front or work in the back garden. He keeps 
the basement always clean and tidy. 

They are both good, useful and loyal citizens and are very 
happy and glad to be in the United States, which they have adopt- 


ed as their ow country. 
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